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SHORT  HISTORY 

O  F    T  H  E 

ucteftton. 

And  the  Rights  of  the  feveral 
Kings  recorded  in  the  Ho- 
ly Scriptures, 

Enlatged  and  improved  in  a  Second  Edition  : 

Illuftrated  with  SEASONABLE  REMARK^  on 
Mr.  Whiston's  SCRIPTVRE  POLITICKSy 
and  feveral  other  modern  TraSls  and  Sermons  pn 
the  lame  Sifbje£t. 

The  whole  written  with  an  Eye  to  that  moft  (ttt- 
cubic  jfatt,  for  which  our  Nation  is  juftly  vifi- 
ted  with  the  Divine Difpleafure^  even  to  th^s  D^'- 
And  dedicated  to  all  the  True  Son's  of  the  Ghurck 
6f  England. 

By  a  Presbyter  of  the  fame  Church, 

We  all  know,  that  'tis  nr>t  what  is  artfuUy  p'.e.idea,  but  what 
*  \s  fully  proved  ;  not  what  may  be  Uld  by  (7x,  but  what  th© 

Law  fays,  that  oucjhr  to   be  our   Rule,    in   all  fuch   Cafes. 

If^hijl.  Scr.'ff.  Polit.  Dcdicat.  to  B.  Bangir,  p.  xx. As  we 

fald  before. 'fo  fay  I  now  again.  *  If  any  Man  preach  any 

otjierGofpcl  unto  you,  than  thatye  have  received,  /<rf  him 

be  accurfcd.  ,      Galat    1.9, 

London,  printed  for  the  Author,  and  fold  by  'John 
Morphea  near  Stationer  s-HaIL 


r^O  JaO 


r  f  ^    if 


*  X  Have  examined  Their  Opinions,  with  tin 

*  JL  fame  Freedom  that  They  have  propofe( 

*  them,  and  which  the  Interefl  of  Truth  an( 

*  Righteoufnefs  require,  as  I  conceive,   in  thi 

*  Cafe,    x^nd  this  Freedom,  I  believe,  will  nc 

*  be  ofFenfive  to  The?nfelves :  For,  if  they  wi] 

*  Hand,  it  will  give  Them  further  Opportunir 

*  to  clear  them,  but,  if  they  will  not,  as  I  ve 

*  rily  think  they  will  not,  it  will  concern  Al 

*  and  no  Perfon  more  than  Themfehes^  to  b 
'  fliewed  the  Falfhood  of  them,  Kettleu 
Vol  ii.Fol.  1^7. 


50  Jan.  1719-20, 


TO    ALL    THE 


%l\Xt  ^OttS 


O  F    T  H  E 


CHURCH  ofExigX^nd, 

H  O'  I  have  a  great  Averfion 
to  the  fulfome  Flatteries,  and 
other  Impertinences,  which 
are  oftentimes,  by  our  Fajhio- 
nable  li^riters^  foiiled  in  between  their 
Title-Page  and  Book  (as  if  they  wan- 
ted fomewhat  of  a  Foil  to  make  their 
following  Pages  feem  the  brighter) :  yet 

4  I'm 
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Vm  not  fo  far  prejudic'd  againft  Tre^ 
faces  and  'Dedications ^  as  to   deny  them 
to  be   many  Times  Ufeful^  fometimes 
Necelfary,      And    therefore,    whilft    I 
thought  there  was  no  Necefjlty  for  ei- 
ther, I  ventured  into  the  World,  With- 
out Tatrpyiy  \vlt\xaut  Apology  (And  who 
would  not  have  perfwaded  himfelf,  as 
I  did,  that  a  faithful  Extract  out  of  the 
Holy  Scripures^  might   have  been  fuf- 
ficieiitly>protected,  as  well  as  warran- 
ted, by  Weir  Authority  ?  )  :  But,  fince 
I  have  had   full .  Experience,  that  the 
1)0(1  C^llfC  is  riot  always  the  moftfa- 
vpur^ibly  heard,  and  that  even  thofe  of 
^ey  attJ)  t!jl  ikt'ng  have  oftentimes 
the  mofl  jddverfarieSy  in  jhis  World,  I 
fbollghf  it  high  TMe,  to  bethink  my 
felf  of  ibme  ^dtrb%  m  whofe  Counte- 
nance I  might  iirid  Eilcouragement. 
-y  And  w4ere  cati  I  fo  reafonably  pre- 
itiitleiipona  Defehce  againft  the  imper- 
xHiintCctiih^  the  |roundleis  Criticif/ns, 
'^(i  the  6di6ds  Refieclicfas  of  the  open 
•arid-  itcYtt  Enemies  of  the  Church  and 

Monar- 
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Monarchy  J  as  from  ToUj  whofe  Comnpjn 
Concern  this  is  ?  For  the  Rights  of  the 
Cl)UtCl)   can't  be  violated,  but   your 
Religion  (or,  at  leaft,  the  Exercife  of  it) 
will  become  precarious :   Neither  can 
thofe  of  theCtOlbll  be  invaded,  with- 
out involving  every  private  Subject  ("anct 
more  efpecially  Tou^  who  by  Trinci^lc 
are  the  moft  inviolably  attached  thereto) 
in  the  Common  Calamity.     For,  fucli 
hath  formerly   been,  and  I   hope  iHll 
may    be,  the  Charafterirtick  of  that 
Churchy  of  which  we  are  Members,  that 
it  ^  hath  ftood  unlhaken  in  its  Loydty 
^  among  all  the  Storms  of  Fury^  and 
^  Paroxifms  of  Madiiefs,  which  have 
*  feized  our  Nation.     For  neither  the 
^  Raoe  of  the  Heathen^  nor  Madnefs  of 
^  the  Feo^lcj  th3.t  imagined  a  vain  Thing  • 
^  not  the  Years  and  Rumours  of  2>/«c>- 
'  vations  in  Religion^  drefled  up  with  all 
^  the  amazing  Circumitances  of  Hor- 
^  rour ;  not  lecret  Underminings,  and 
^  open    Batteries;    not    the   Force  of 
^  Threatning,  nor  Powei  of  Perfwaii- 

'  on  : 
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*  on ;  nor  all  other  Stratagems  of  re- 
^  bellious  Minds,  could  ever  draw  off) 
^  one  True  Son  of  the  Church  from  his 
^  Allegiance  and  Loyalty  :  Loyalty  being 
^  the  Badge  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  of 
^  England  y  and  there  being  no  truer 
.*  Shibboleth  to  diftinguifh  her  TV^^^  Swy, 
^  from  thofe  that  are  /furious  and  ^re- 
X(?wJ(?c?  Ones  '  (a). 

And  yet,  it  is  not  your  Concern  alqne, 
but  that  of  every  Englifh  Subjefl.  For 
fince,  as  hath  been  lately  well  obferved, 
^  the  King  has  at  leaft  the  fame  Right 
^  with  every  private  Perfon,  and  a 
'  much^r^flf^r  Right,  as  he  liiftains  the 
^  Perfon  and  Fortunes  of  every  private 
^  Man  in  that  Community  ,  (b)y  It 
follows,  that  whenever  the  Rights  of 
theKing  are  injurioufly  attempted,  thole 
of  every  pivate  Subjeii  muft  be  fcnfibly 
affe^ed  ;  and  confequently,  every pivait 
Subject   in  the   Community,  ought  to 

in- 


(a).  HeynclCs  Serm.  z^,.  jul  1^85.  p.  10,  11,  {h).  Serm. 
at  WhceJ}.  1  'jhh;  i-j\6.hy  E.  ChanMer,  D.  D.  Z^c.  /.  1 1. 
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iiiterefs  himfelf  therein,  and  make  it 
his  own  Cafe.  But,  that  this  is  even 
our  indiipenfible  Duty,  we  have  alfo 
the  expreis  Authority  and  Evidence  of 
our  Blefjed  Saviour ;  who,  in  what  he 
fays  relating  to  himfelf,  plainly  inti- 
mates, That,  whenever  a  Kings  Perfon, 
or  Rights,  are  in  Danger,  from  either 
the  Hands,  Pens,  or  Tongues  of  his  E- 
nemies,  it  is  the  1>uty  of  all  his  Subjeds 
to  affift  him,  by  all  manner  of  Ways, 
and  when  Occafion  requires  it,  to  fight 
that  hejhould  not  be  delivered  to  his  Jewifh 
Enemies  {a), 

^  This,  my  Brethren,  (to  ufe  the 
Words  of  a  late  Eminent  'Divine)  is  not 
^  only  the  Befl^  but  the  Only  True  Caufe 
^  of  God  in  this  World,  for  which  All 
^  Subjedts  are  bound  in  Conjcience  to 
^  Fight;  the  Caufe  of  their  La-cvfid  So- 
^  veraign,  that  which  he  authorizes, 
""  either  by  his  Perfon,  or  his  Commif- 
^  fion,  or  his  Allowance   (i). 

The 


(a).  Sr.yobn^xviii.  3^.    (/,;  Spot's  Serm.  ^/r.   to.    i68» 
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The  fatal  Confequences  of  the  Ne- 
gledl:  of  this  Duty,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Troubles  of  our  JRO^al  i^attpt, 

argue  ftrongly  alfo,  from  our  own  £x-* 
ferience^  as  Englljhmen^  againft  the  like 
Negligence^  whenever  it  pleafes  God 
Almighty,  for  our  National  StnSj  to  af- 
flifl:  us  with  the  like  National  Judgments^ 

For;,  then  J  our  undoubted  La^^ful  So- 

veraign  was^  by  his  Natural-horn   and 

j'worn  Subjeds,  Rcfijled^  Impijonedj  2)^- 

fojcdy  and  Murthered:  His   undoubted 

Son   and  Heir    iirft  driven  into  Topifi 

Countries^    for   Protedion  and  Subfi- 

ftance,  and  then^   under  a  Charge  of 

To^erjy  &c*  Rcmmicedj  Attainted^  Ab^ 

■  jurcdj  and  a  Trice  (much  greater  than 

Thirty   Pieces  of  Silver)  Jet  uOon  his 

Head;  tho' in  Truths,  if  he  had  been  a 

•Tapjl  indeed^  it  had  been  his  Misfor- 

..  4une  only 5  but  their  o-wn  Fault, 

For^^as  a  late  \bivipx  obfervedj  thofe 

Rebels^  ^  by  baoilhing  the  Royal  Fa- 

:  ;^  jnily,  ca it  them  into  the  very  Jaws 

^  of  To^erj  and  Sed.uSion^  and  not  on- 
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^  ly  led  but  drove  them  into  Temptation, 
Upon    which     he    expoftulates   thus. 

*  And  now  will  thefe  Fellows  plunge 

*  Men  over  Head  and  Ears  in  a  Ditch^ 
^  and  then  knock  out  their  Brains^  for 
^  having  a  Spot  upon  their  Clothes  ? 
^  kindle  a  Flame  round  about  them, 
'  and  then,  with  tragical  Outcries^  re- 
^  proach  them  for  being  finged  ?  Do 
^  all  that  they  can,  compaffing  even 
^  Sea  and  Land,  to  make  a  Frofelyte 

*  to  Popery,  and  then  ftrip  him  of  his 

*  Inheritance  for    being  lb  ?   O  !    the 

*  Equity,  Reafon,  and  Humanity  of  a 
^  True  'Proteflanty   Fanatic  Zeal  /  Much 

*  according  to    the  'Devil's    Method, 

*  iif  It  to  draw  Men  to  Sin,  and  then  to 
5  damn  and  deftroy  them  for  it  (a) !  * 

But  further,  the  Bijho^s  and  Clergy, 
Who  adhered  to  the  Ancient  and  Or- 
thodox Doftrines  of  the  Chwxh  of 
England,  were  turned  out  of  their 
Freeholds  hy  p'etended  A^^s  ovOrdinan* 

b  ces 


(a)  StHth's  Serm.  /'o!.  vi.  />,  z-ji  28, 
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ces  of  a  Rebel  parliament :  And  others 
Cafter  the  Order  of  Jeroboam  ! )  Treajo- 
nably  and  Schifmatically  brought  upon 
the  Stage,  to  ad  the  Parts  of  Kings  and 
Trie/Is  in  the  refpeftive  Offices  of  the 
,  Church  and  Kingdom  oiChrifl  I  Our  An^ 
ceflorSj  the  True  Churchmen  and  Loyal 
SubjeSls^  were  forced  to  retire  into  L^- 
fer  Rooms ^  (as  their  Exemplars^  the 
'  ^Primitive  Chriflians^  did,  in  the  Time 
of  the  like  Periecutions  ( a)  there  private- 
ly to  fray  unto  that  God^  who  Jeeth  in 
Secret  (b);  (n^y y 'diid  tht  good  King  him- 
lelf,  for  Want  of  his  Orthodo;^  Clergy,] 
was,  during  his  Confinement,  glad  to 
be  his  oiPM  Chaflain  in  his  Bedchamber, 
rather  than  join  with  the  intritded  Schif^ 
maticks)  \  while  the  Pulpits  and  Tarijh" 
Churches  were  open  to  every  body,  but 
fuch  as  had  the  Right  and  Lawful  Call 
to  them  !  Then,  as  a  faithful  and  con- 
fciencious  Adherence  to  the  Lawful 
King  was  accounted  High  Treafon  ;  fo  to 

ferve 

(dj  AHs  I.  I  r,  C7T.  (^)  St,  Ma.b,\i.  6,  x  iii.  i^, 


The  DEDICJTION. 

ferve  God^  according  to  his  own  Inftitu- 
tioii,  was  reckoned  an  High  Crime  and 
J\d  if  demeanour  !  And,  in  a  Word,  the 
befi  SiibjeSs  were  frequently  fe'pejfer'dj 
and  other  ways  reduced  to  Rags  and 
Poverty,  for  the  Sake  of  a  good  Confci- 
r/ice ;  while  the  Ufur^erSj  and  their 
Adherents  J  by  the  Means  of  unwarran- 
table Compliances^  received  their  good 
Things  in  this  Life,  being  clothed  in  Tur^ 
fie  and  fine  Linneny  and  faring  fumptuoujly 
even  Day  [a] ! 

To  bring  all  which  about,  thofe 
audacious  Rebels  began  lirfl:  with  Jealou^ 
fies  and  Fears  ^as  they  pretended)  of 
^OpCtp  ;  which  they  fallely  and  ma- 
liciouHy  infinuated  againft  the  befl  Kmg^ 
and  one  of  the  heft  Archbifiwps^  that  the 
beft  of  Churches  was  ever  bleis'd  with. 
Falfely,  1  lay,  to  (hew  their  Malice  : 
Though,  if  the  King  had  indeed  been 
of  that  Churchy  it  would  not  have  fol- 
lowed, th:xt  our  Church  mult  have  been 

b  2  ruin'd ; 

{a)    St.  I  uke  XVI.    irjj   25. 
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ruin'd  ;    fince  '  we  might  have  a  Free^ 
^  dom  of  Religion  under  a  Topijh  Go- 
^  vernment,  and  a  Tofifi  Dired:ion  [a ).' 
And  befides,   ^s  we  haveGo^V  re-^ 
peated  Promiles  to  take  care  of    his^ 
Church  in  all  its  Dangers^   there  is  no- 
thing for   Us  to  do,  but  to  ufe  Lawfuh 
Meam  only  for  its  Security,  and  truft- 
in  Him  for  the   EflFed.     Whereas  the 
contrary  Procedure,   of  Reviling^  Re- 
fiflmg^  lynprifoningj  ^epojing-^  BaniJIoingy^ 
or  Miirthenng  God's  L^-i^i/^J^Vicegerenty' 
under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  Jecurmg 
Religion^  is  condemned  by  all  true  £ii-^ 
glijhmen^  all  true  Trot  eft  ant  s^   all  true 
Chnjfians,     For  'tis  certain,  that  '  no 
^  Jealoiifies    or    R^rj-,    no   threatning 
^  dangers  can  juftify  any  unwarrantable 
^  Means  of  our  Trefervation^  or  make  us 
^  forget    our    Duty    to  God   and  the 
^  i^//^  / '  (b).    No  /    That  is  going  to 
the  'Devil  for  Help  in  God's  Cauje ;  and 


(.i)  B.  Hoadl.  Serm.  zz.Mar.  Tjc-j.         (h)    Mr.  Saui. 
Adams'5  Sunn,  cgainjc  Rebel/,  171^.  />.  24, 
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is  acting  upon  the  Principles  of  thofe 
who  hold  it  lawful  to  do  Evil  that  Good 
may  come ;  of  whom  the  infpired  y^o- 
file  has  declared,  that  their  "Damnation 
isjufl  I  (a). 

However,  thus  thofe  pretended  Ta- 
triots  acSed  :  And  having  inflilled  that 
groundlefs  Apprehcnlion  of  To^ery  into 
the  credulous  Mobb,  as  the  neceflary 
and  unavoidable  Confequence  thereof, 
(and,  as  \i  Englijlrmcn  had  all  been  Slaves 
to  the  Topjh  Kings  before  the  Reformat 
tion !  )  they  alarmed  the  Nation,  with 
the  Danger  of  XpraUUP  and  ^tU^ 

trarp  ^oVJtt ! 

Then  their  Bufinefs  was,  by  their 
Jcditious  Tamphlets  and  Sermons,  to  pre- 
judice the  unthinking  Multitude  againft 
the  Government,  both  in  Church  and 
St  ate  J  as  Ujicr pat  ions  upon  the  Liberties 
of  the  Free-born  "People !  and  to  per- 
fwade  them  to  exert  themlelves,    in 

order 


(a)  See  Bradf.  Serm.  5.  Nov.  1696.    and  Milb.3c.  'J'^n, 
2715.     Rom.  iii.  8. 
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order  to  the  Recovery  of  their  preten- 
ded Native  Freedom, 

The  better  to  do  which,  they  impu- 
dently afferted  (and  demurely  quoted 
the  Holy  Scriptures  J  as  if  they  could 
havp  found  Evidence  in  the  Word  of  God 
againft  his  own  Inftitutions !  )  that  nei- 
ther the  Regaly  nor  Epijco^d  Power 
had  any  Ground  or  Foundation  in  the 
facred  Records ;  but  that  all  Power, 
Ecclefiaflkal  as  well  as  Civil^  w^as  radi- 
cally^  or  originally,  in  the  Teo^le^  and 
therefore  but  a  Trud^  w^hich  the  Tru^ 
flees  mufl:  be  accountable  for  to  them  ; 
and  confequently^that  the  People  might 
juftly  'Dep'ive  the  One^  and  'De^ofe  the 
Other  (yea  5  and  Murder  Both)  when- 
ever, they  thought,  the  Tublick  Good 
might  be  advanced  therebj^ 

Thefe,  and  the  reft  of  their  rebellious 
Tenets  were  fo  manifeftly  contrary  to 
Scnpure^  Htjiory^  La-isj^  Reafon^  and 
even  to  Common  Senfe  too,  that  many 
(and  among  thofe  that^WiS;7g  him- 
felf^  whofe  Credulity  and  Clemency  were 

his 
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his  grcateft,  if  not  his  only  Faults) 
would  not  be  periwaded  to  lufpcdl  the 
Senfe,  as  well  as  Loyalty,  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Enolandy  fo  far,  as  to  appre- 
hend any  Danger  therefrom.  But  alas  ! 
(fo  little  Affurance  is  there  of  the  Af- 
fedions  of  the  Multitude,  that^  when 
it  was  too  late  to  redtify  it,  they 
were  all  convinced  of  their  Miftake : 
Infomuch,  that  when  the  King  iflued 
his  ^Declaration^  in  j^nf'nuer  to  that  of  the 
lythofMay^  \(D\iy  concerning  the  iWi- 
litia^  he  attributed  the  chief  Caufe  of 
all  thofe  Troubles,  to  thofe  very  Tarn- 
fhlets  and  Tapers^  which  he  had  before 
thought  below  the  High  and  Royal  'Digni" 
ty^  "wherein  God  had -placed  him^  to  take 
Notice  of.  And  therein  His  Mayfly 
complained.  That  ^  whilft  the  TreJJes 
'  fwarmed  with,  and  every  Day  pro- 
'  duced  new  Trafts  againit  the  Efta- 
'  blilh'd  Goverment  of  the  Church  and 
-'  State,  moll  Men  wanted  the  Cowage 
[^  or  the  Cotijciencc  to  write,  or  the  Op- 
^  port  unity  and  Encouragement  to  pub- 

'  lilh 
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^  li(h  fuch  compofed  fober  Animadvep 
'  fions^  as  might  either  piefcrve  the' 
*  Minds  of  his  good  Subjects  from  fuch 
'  Infeftion,,  or  reftore  and  recover 
^  them,  when  they  were  fo  in> 
«  feded  (a). ' 

Agreeably  to  which,  the  Great 
Council  of  the  Nation,  in  a  Lawful 
"parliament  Affembled,  after  the  Hapfy 
Refloration  of  the  Son  and  Heir  of  the 
Jioyal  Martyr^  declared  the  true  Senfe 
of  a  Free  Teo^le^  as  follows  ;  ^  That  the 
'  Growth  and  Encreafe  of  the  (then) 
^  late  Troubles  and  Diforders  did,  in 
^  a  very  great  Meafure,  proceed  from 
^  a  Multitude  of  Seditious  Sermons^ 
^  TampbletSj  and  Speecha^^  daily  prea- 
^  ched  and  publifhed,  with  a  tranlcen> 
^  dant  Boldnefs,  defaming  the  Perfont 
'  and  Government  of  His  (then)  Ma- 
^  jefij  and  his  Royal  Father^  wherein 
'  Men  were  too  much  encouraged: 
^  And^  above  all^  from  the  ^uDilful  Mi- 

'  ftake 

(«y  Clarend.  Hlji,  RthelL  Vol.  h  ^.  522,-  in  8voj 
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'  ftakeof  the  s>upream  antj  %nV)^ 

'  fill  :3lUti)Dntp,  whillt  Men  were 
^  forward  to  cry  up  and  maintain  thofe 

^  u)?i)et§and£)zfiitiances,€>atl)5 

^  and  COtJCnantS,  to  be  Afts  L^a^/ 
'  and  lVarra}itahlc,  vvhicli,  in  them- 
^  lelves,    had  ttOt  t\)t  Icafi:  COiDIlt 

'  Of  Hatb  oj  Jjufticc  to  fuppoit 

'  tI)CnU  Frbm  which  kind  of  Di- 
'  ftempers,  as  the  p-ejent  Age  it  not 
'  "UDhoUy  frted^  ib  Tojierity  may  be  apt 
'  to  rela^Je  into  them,  if  timely  Reme- 
^  dy  be  not  provided  (^a). ' 

If  then,  according  to  the  Se7tfe  of  the 
Nation  (which  is  never  to  be  truly 
known  but  in  fuch  Free  parliaments) 
the  late  Troubles  and  ^iforders  (confe- 
quent  upon  the  Grand  Rebellion  which 
we  rfc©^  commemorate)  rf/tf  indeed  in 
a  v^rj great  Aleajure^ p'oceed from  jeiitious 
Sermons^  Pamphlets,  and  Speeches ; 
and  above  ally  trom  the  ivilfid  JVliJlake 
of  the  Su^r^me  and  Laivful  Authority^  &c. 

c  (as 

{a)  Stat,xiiu  Car.  2.    Ca^.  i.         '• 
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("as  you  fee  they  didj ;  how  much  does 
it  behove  all  %nit  CljUrcijlUtll  and 
JlO^al  ^UbjtCtB;  to  encounter  luch 
jcditious  Sermons  J  Tamj?hlcts^  and  Speeches  ^ 
and,,  above  aU^  to  do  their  utmoft  En- 
deavour to  give  their  Fellow  Subjed^s 
a  true  Notion  of  the  Supreme  and  Law^ 
ful  Authority^  the  JVlijtake  of  which,  it 
feems,  has  been  fo  deftruftive  to  our 
Nation  !  Remember  this^  therefore,  and 
JJjein)  your  felves  Men  ( a)  f  SubjeSls  ! 
Chrifttans !  And  fince  (we  have  the  fame 
Authority  to  fay,  that)  the  frejent  Age  is 
not  "wholly  freed  from  thofe  lund  ofDijIem- 
fers^  fee  that  you  ijuatch  againft  them, 
and  fland  fafl  in  Faith  (and  Loyalty^  ! 
quityoulikeMenl  Be  flrong(b)  I  So  that, 
it  may  pleafe  God,  a  timely  Remedy  be- 
ing happily  povided^  neither  we,  nor 
our  Tojierity^  may  hereafter  be  fubjed: 
to  fo  fetal  a  i^^/^j>/^.  But,  if  it  fhould 
be  our  Misfortune  ho^j^j^  as  it  was  then^ 
that  Men  "want  the  Courap'e  or  the  Cm-- 
j>>   ^  •  fcience 


(a)  Ifa.  xlyi.  8.         (^h)  i,  Co'\  xvi.  13. 
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fcic?iccy  to  oppofe  luch  a  growing  Evil^ 
vvhillt  it  is  in  their  Power,  how  jult 
will  it  be  in  Almighty  God  to  give  us  up 
to  be  a  Prey  to  the  like  Ufur^ations^  and 
to  confumc  both  us  and  our  King  (a)  / 
- —  wliich  Qod  avert. 

*-  Whj:  ihe  State  of  Things  is  nois>j^ — 
'  I  fhall  not  need  to  obferve.  We  all 
^  fee  it,  and  know  it  full  well.  And 
^  if  1  (hould  fay  moreover,  that 
^  there  are  fome  lT:i!l  among  us,  as 
^  deeply  tainted  with  thofe  Princi- 
^  pies  of  Sedition  and  Rebellion^  which 
^  brought  auout  this  T>ays  Tragedy^  as 
'  any  of  their  Fathers  were ;  and  who, 
^  it  they  had  liv'd  in  their  Days,  would 
^  have  been  as  forward  as  the  for- 
'  wardeit  of  them  were,  in  unhinging 
'  the  Government  J  and  deltroying  the 
^  Churchy  nay,  and  in  bringing  their 
•  Sovereim  to  the  Block  ;  thouah  fome 
^  perhaps  would  be  angry  at  my  Say- 
^  ing  this,    1  fear  it  would  be  only  for 

c  2  ^  my 

(a.)  I,  Sam,  xii.  2;. 
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*'  my  fpeaking  a  Truth  out  of  Seajm ; 
^  andthey,  1  believe^  would  be  moft 
^  angry  with  me  for  laying  it,  who 
^  belt  know  it  to  be  a  Truth  (a). ' 

That  I  might  offer  my  Mite  towards 
the  putting  a  Stop  to  lb  contagious  a 
'Dtflcmfer  (at  leaft  fo  far  as  the  Holy 
iSrn^^zir^j- are  concerned),  and  in  Hopes 
that  I  might  in  fome  Meaiure  contri- 
bute, either  to  freferve  the  Minds  of  his 
MajeftyV  good  SubjeSls  from  fiich  Infedt^ 
ons^  or  reflore  and  recover  fome  of  thofe 
who  were  aheady  infeded^  by  the  noto- 
rious Abufe  and  Perverfion  thereof,  I 
took  the  Courage  ("rather  than  be  hable 
to  the  Imputation  oi  the  IV ant  of  Confci^ 
ence^  which  the  ^attptOf  tljlS  2I>aV 
complains  ofj  to  offer  to  the  Publick^ 
jdjhort  Hiflory  of  the  Regal  SucceJJlon^ 
and  the  Rights  of  the  feveral  Kings  recor^ 
dcd  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  wherein  it 
abundantly  appears,  how  far  the  Re- 
publican and  Erafltan  Schemes  are  from 

being 

(a)  Blac'J^.Serm.  51.  ^♦i"-  170?.  ^ag.  21. 
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being  warranted  by  thote  Sacred  Re- 
cords^ to  which  our  Modern  Ajjertors 
(as  they  call  themfelvesj  of  the  Rights 
of  the  Chrtfhan  Churchy  and  the  Liber- 
ties  of  the  Teople^  have  the  Confidence  to 
a^^eal  for  the  Truth  of  them. 

For  there  we  find  not  the  leaft  Foot- 
ftep  of  a  ^tate  of  ii^atUte  (when 
Men  are  pretended  to  have  httnbomfrce 
from  any  Yoke  of  Government,  that  is^ 
literally,     ;^DnS  Of    )5Cl!al !;    No 

IBopulat  election  of  Binss  or 
lancftis!  No  jD^tginal  Contract 

betwixt  the  Governours  and  Governed! 
No  Coercion  upon  their  Sacred  Ter^ 
fins!  Noranyl^CflftanCC,  ^tUlU^ 
on,  or  even  ^Clf^SDcfcnCC  againft 
(much  lefs  any  SDCpofltlOn  or  jQ^ur:^ 

Bcr  of;  the  %oiVB  :^nointcti,  but 

what  is  plainly  condemned  by  the  Holy 
Ghofl.  But,  on  the  contrary,  there  we 
find  Evidence  as  clear  as  the  Sun,  that 
Government  (and  even  the  !b0Onarc!)l- 
Cal5fO;tni  thereof)  Wdso}'igina/Jyin{titU' 
ted  by  God  himfelf :   That  the  Succejjion 

there- 
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thereto  was,  as  well  by  the  Law  oiGod 
as  by  that  of  Nature^  J^CrtDltatp  from 
Father  to  Son,  and  fo  to  theiVfx^  ofKin^ 
whether  Male  or  Female,    according  to 

^lioiitv  of  JSirtft  and  ^loximit^ 

of  251006,  without  Regard  to  other 
Terfonal  Endowments  or  (iuaUfications. 
That  though  fuch  Suaejfion  was  Ibme- 
times  defeated^  and  the  Reins  of  Go- 
vernment put  into  other  Hands,  yet 
whenever  fuch  Revolutions  happened^ 
they  were  always  held  as  Unlawful  and 
Ufur^attons^  unlefs  they  carried  with 
them  very  plain  Evidence  of  their  being 
the  Lord^s  'Doing  (as  in  the  Cafes  oiSauly 
Davidy  and  Solomon)  :  That  as  Kings 
were  unaccountable  to  the  People,  for 
their  Adminiftration  in  the  State^  fo  were 
the  High  Tt  lefts  J  in  theC/7wrc7:),abfolute^ 
ly  indej^endent  upon  the  State^  in  Rela- 
tion to  the  Exercife  of  their  fpiritual 
Powers ;  and  a  Schijm  in  the  Church  was 
formed  againii  the  One^  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  a  Kebellion  and  Ujur^ation  in 
the  State  were  formed  agamft  the  Other: 

And 
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And  accordingly  they  are  our  La^wfid 
Governours,  both  in  Church  and  Siate^  to 
whom  alone,  (and  not  to  every  Oliver^ 
or  other  Ufurper  or  Intruder^  who  gets 
Toffeffion  of  the  Regal  or  Epfco^al 
Throne)  our  Obedience  is  due^  by  the 
A^ojlolical  Precepts  (a). 

While  that  was  in  the  Prefs,  another 
Book  happened  to  be  publillied  upon 
the  fame  Subjeft^  intituled,  ^Ctipturt 
^OlittCliS,  or.  An  impartial  Account  of 
the  Origin  and  Mcafiires  of  Government^ 
Ecclcfiaflical  and  Civil^  taken  out  of  the 
Book  9  of  the  Old  andMc'w  Teflanient^  &C. 
by  iVilliam  JVhiflon,  M.  A.  ^c,    i  7 1 7. 

This  raifed  my  Curiofity,  to  fee^' 
how  far  I  had  the  Happinefs  to  agree 
with  a  Perfon,  vvhofe  Name  is  fo  well 
known.  But,  upon  the  Perufal  there^ 
of,  1  found  his  Scripture  Toliticks  and 
mine  fo  very  much  unlike,  as  if  they 
had  not  been  taken  out  of  the  fame  Re^ 
cord :  For  I  obferved^  that  that  Gentle- 
man 

(«)  Km,  xiii,  I.  TifHsiii,  i,  Hebr.  xiii.  17.     i,P(t,ii,  15. 
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man  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to 
make  his  Bible  a  Warrant  for  the  Re- 
publican Scheme  of  Government ;  where- 
as my  Obfervations  therefrom  were  di- 
redly  to  the  contrary.  However^  I 
had  lb  humble  an  Opinion  oimy  oivn 
Judgment^  that  1  brought  as  many  of 
the  controverted  Paffages,  as  my  Time 
Would  allow  me,  to  the  Teft  of  the  Bi^ 
lle^  to  which  we  feverally  referred  our 
felves,  for  our  Vouchers :  And^  upon 
the  ComparifoUj  I  affirm,  that  in  my 
Bible  (of  which  1  have  feveral  Editions} 
I  x:ould  find  no  manner  of  Caufe  for 
me  to  have  altered  any  thing  in  my 
Jhofyt  Htjlorjj  had  the  Copy  been  in  my 
©W1I5  as  it  was  in  the  Trinters  Hands. 
But,  fince  I  found  fo  many,  and  fo  ve^ 
ry  great  (^even  Fundamental)  Variances 
fcJetween  us,  left  the  unwary  Reader 
fhould  be  drawn  into  dangerous  Errors, 
"without  Examination,  I  took  Occafion, 
in  a  (honPoJIfcri^ty  to  give  a  general 
Caution  againlt  it,  as'followeth.  '  Since 
^  the  ioregoing  Jhort  Hifiory  was  put  to 

^  the 
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^  the  Prefs,  I  have  feen  Mr.  IFhiftons 
^  new    Book    of    Scripture    Politicks  ^ 
'  whereirl,    upoii  a  tranfieiit  View,    I 
^  find,     that    that  Celebrated  Authors 
^  Judgment  does  Honour  to  my  Ob* 
^  fervatioris,  in  mariy  Particulars.   For,' 
'  whoever  has  carefully  read  over  theje 
^  Sheets  J  muft  deeds,  by  this  Tim'e,  be 
^  convinced,  that  Mr.  Whiflon  is  rioto- 
^  rioufly  miftakeri,  vvhere  he  affirms, 
^ .  that  it  d^^ears  in  Serif  ture^  that  nothings 
in  Ordinary  Cafes ^  but  the  free  Choice  or 
Recognition  of  a  Teofle^  gives  a  jufl  Ti" 
tie  to  d  Trince  to  govern  them  (a) ;    as 
well  as  in  feveral  Proportions  and  Argu- 
ments tending  to  theProof  thereof  ( b). 
I  could  likewife  point  out  many  Pla- 
ces of  that  Book,  wherein  the  Author 
feems  to  have  ftudied  other  Tolitichs 
more  than  thofe  oithcHoly  Scriptures'^ 
but,    as  that  would  lead  rrie  beyond 
the  Bounds  of  thi^  my  Undertaking, 
I  lliall,   at  prefent  leave  the  Particu« 
d  ^  lars 


(4)  Dedicat:  p.ui.    {})  Se;  Propos.  vrii.  Sec, 
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^'Jars  to  OUT  x^np^xthl  Reader  s  own 
,* ,  AnimadverficMi,'  ,>  1  know^  Mr.  iVhi^ 
^  flon  has  too  great  an  Averfioa  to  To'^ 
^  PU'y  ^^ pi'etend  to  Jnfa^ibUiij  :,.  And 
*  therefore,   I  hope,    he  will  not  take 
^  it  ill,   that  Ihaye  made  a  little  free 
f  with  his  iV^.^e  and  I^rif.ings.  ,  How*- 
^'  ever,   if  he  d^es.  - 1  defire  no  Favour 
"^  from  hmi,    but  only  this, .  that  the 
^yfioly  5/^fc  rtiay/be  allowed,  for  the 
^  Rule  of  our  ^mpwe  TolhichL ' 
^""^'Upon  this,  Xe>cped:ed  that  be  would 
either  have  offered  fome  better  Proof  of 
his  TropoJiHonSy  which  I  had  thus  char^ 
sedj'with    mtonioiis    jyitjl^Jies^,    or  elie 
havi  called  upoJi- me  to  make^oodmy 
Cha^rge,  ^  by  'exh'ibiting  the:  particular 
Articlts  of  that  geueral  Inipei^chment  j 
But,' all  in  vain'/'Mr. /FZ?i//Ws  Reputa^' 
tion  in  Scnf)iur€  ToUticks  is  (it  feems)  foi 
well  efiabliihed,   that  nothing.  I  can  fay. 
needs  to  giyt^  Ixim   the  T:^Quble  of  a 
YhKiication  ;  an,cj  that  ojf  a  poor  Anonym 
'fnoiU  [Viiier  is  not  wprth  any  other  ju- 
dicious Ferfon's  Notice ;    lb  that  hi- 

therta 
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theito^  as  Mr.  IVhiffons  is  undefen- 
ded, fo  my  little  Book  remains  un- 
confuted,  unanlwered.  I  own  indeed 
that  I  have  met  with  fome  few  Hints, 
in  accidental  Converfation,  which  have 
convinced  me  that  I  was  too  /hort  in  the 
Explanation  of  two  or  three  Particu- 
lars: But  I  never  yet  have  read  or 
heard  of  any  thing  therein  miftaken, 
except  only  one  PalTage,  in  the  Cafe  of 
Jehoahaz  the  Son  of  Joftahj  and  fome 
few  trivial  Errata  of  the  Frets. 

In  this  therefore  Cto  which  I  have 
been  induced  by  feveral  Motives,  need- 
lefs  here  to  be  mentioned )  I  have  not 
only  taken  Care  to  correft  that  Over- 
light,  but  have  alfo  intermixed  Re- 
marks' ujx)n  feveral  Cafes,  as  I  had  Op- 
portunity to  meet  with  them,  mifre- 
ported,  by  Mr.  IVhiflon^  and  feveral  o- 
thers;  thougli  in  Truth  the  Number 
of  fuch  mifreported  Cafes  is  lb  great, 
and  thofe  IVntcrs  and  Trcackcrs^  who 
laid  thcmfelves  open  to  Cenfure  for  it, 
lb  many,  that  1  had  not  Room  to  rake 
i*  1  :i3       J  ^  proper 
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proper  Notice  of  them  all.  I  might 
add,  that  feveral  of  them  are  fo  very 
high  in  Place^  and  the  Efteem  of  the  i 
World,  that  it  might  have  been  more 
for  my  own  private  Intereft  (had  I  con-r 
iulted  that  more  than  I  do  the  Truth) 
to  have  let  them  quite  alone :  But 
whilft  our  Cpntroverfy  is  about  xh^ 
Holy  Scriptures^  which  pught  to  be  the 
Rule  of  our  Condud:  in  every  thing, 
the  more  eminent  and  popular  the  Per- 
fons  are  who  appear  on  the  other  Side 
qf  the  Queftion,  fo  much  the  more 
Danger  is  there  of  i^/^&'o?^  therefrom., 
and  fo  much  the  more  Neceffity  for  us 
to  be  upon  our  Guard  againft  it. 

Perhaps  indeed  I  fhould  not  h^ve 
troubled  you  with  particular  Remarks 

upon  Mr.  fVhipns  ::ainti^^cn'ptural 

flolltlCftiS  (after  fuch  a  general  Gen- 
lure  of  them)  had  he  flood  alone,  and 
not  been  feconded  and  fupported  by 
Ibme,  whofe  Notions,  though  every 
whit  as  pernicious,  are  not  ufually  read 
with  fo  good  a  Guard  as  thofe  of  Mr. 
Whiflon^  and  therefore  are  the  more  ca- 
pable 
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pable  of  doing  Mifchief.  Befides  which, 
as  theirs  are  fcattered  abroad  in  many 
iiiferent  Tamphlets  and  Sermons,  but 
his  reduced  to  the  narrow  Compafs  of 
3ne  Book,  I  thought^  that  in  confuting 
him^  I  (hould  confute  them ;  and  the 
[^me  Anfwer  that  you  meet  with  here, 
to  his  Abufe  of  the  Holy  Scripure^  will 
ferve  any  of  the  reft,  wherefoever  you 
find  them ;  which  is  the  Reafon  1  have 
fo  rarely  quoted  any  other. 

For  my  Qwn  Part,  fo  long  as  I  have 
the  Holy  Scripures  for  my  Foundatim, 
md  you  True  Churchmen  and  Loyal  Sitb^ 
\eSs  for  nrjy  "Patrons^  I  fliould  not  have 
been  difcouraged,  in  the  Queft  orDefence 
9f  the  I'r^r/j,  tho'  I  could  have  appre- 
liended,  that  1  was,  in  fo  doing,  ne- 
:plTarily  to  ^zjurcjllc  again/}  Principalities, 
agamfl  Powers,  again jl  the  Rulers  cf  the 
Darknefs  of  this  iVorld^  againjl  Spiritual 
Wicked nefs  in  High  Places  (a), 

I  might  alfo  have  prefumed  upon  the 
Lai^y  oj  the  Land,  as  my  Warra,n  :  But, 
as  that  is,  at  prelent,  out  of  my  Sphere, 

my 

{a)  E^hej]  VI.  1  i.. 
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my  Concern  htre  being  wholly  with 
thole  of  Godj  and  this  my  Undertaking 
confined  to  Scripure  Tolitkks^  I  (hall' 
leave  it  to  others^  to  clear  our  Con/lituU" 
m^  from  the  Sufpicion  of  favouring- 
fuch  Notions,  as  are  utterly  deftruttive 
of  all  m^.nner  of  Government  in  the 
World.  Tho'  I  cannot  but  obierve, 
that  the  fame  Free  Parliament,  vv^hicli 
attainted  the  Regicides^  for  the  exe- 
crable Murther  of  their  La'wfal  Kingy 
did  alfo  exprefly  ^  renounce,  abomi- 
'^  nate,    and  proteft  againft  ^U  ^JD- 

^  teemtigs  tentiing  tljeteto  {by 

And  confequently  therefore  againft  all 
thofe  [editions  Sermons^  Tam^blets^  and 
Sfeeches^  from  whence  (as  is  before 
proved)  the  Growth  and  Increaje  of  the 
then  late  Troubles  and  ^ifordcrs  did  in  a 
very  great  jMeafure  proceed. 

But  I  muft  not  forget  to  make  fomfe' 
Apology  for  my  felf,  with  Regard  to 
the  Stile,  which  I  am  aware  may  be  li- 
able to  various  Objections.  'Tis  cer- 
tain^that  fine  Language  and  wTll-turnH 

Periods 

;;;r      ■     '     ■     .    ■ ■ — ' 

(<:)  5:at,  xn.  Cur.  U.  u!/'.  xxa. 
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Periods^would  have  much  better  recom^ 
mended  the  Diitourfe  to  the  Common 
Reader's  Favour :  But  as  I  always 
thought  That  to  be  the  belt  Expreffion, 
which  had  tlie  beft  Effect  upon  the 
Judgment  and  PraSiceofthoie  to  whom 
it  was  addtefledj  lb,  in  this  Treatile  of 
the  Conftitiitim  of  the  Jeisuijlj  Govern-- 
menty  I  chofe  to  exprefs  my  felf  in 
fuch  Terms^  as  have  a  known  and  de^ 
terinined  Senfe  and  Meaning,  among 
thofe  whom  I  am  to  expect  for  my 
Readers  ;  and  therefore  1  perfwade  my 
felf;,  that  Ton  will  not  be  Critical,  but 
overlook  the  unpolilhed  Drefs  it  ap- 
pears in,  and  receive  the  Truth  to  your 
Frotedtion,  for  its  ow^n  fake. 

And  now,  vvliat  remains,  but  that 
all  of  us,  in  our  refpedfive  Stations,  ap- 
ply our  felves  dutifully  and  diligently 
to  the  putting  a  Stop  to  thofe  Teryncions 
^Urines y  and  TraitcruusTraSlices^which 
have  heretofore  overwhelmed  both  our 
Church  and  State  in  one  Ruine  ?  VVhere^ 
in,  that  our  Endeavours  may  have  the 
better  Eifedt,   fo  as  that  thofe  horrid 

Sins- 
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Sills  which  we  have  thisDay  renounc'(l5 
may  never  be  repeated,    at  leaft  iii  this 
our  Nation,    let  us  learrt,   before  it  be 
too  late,    to  live  in  the  true  Faith  and 
FearofGody   in  true  Loyalty  and  Oiedi^ 
ence  to  his  Vicegerent ^   and  in  Brotherly 
Love  and  Charity  one  towards  another  j 
and  then  we  may, with  the  greater  Aflii- 
tance^  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  King  of 
Kings  and  Governour  of  all  Things^    in 
the  Words  of  our  moft  excellent  Litur^ 
o)',  to  infatuate  and  defeat  all  the  fecret 
Counfels  of  the  Ungodly  ;    to  abate  their 
Pride y  affwage  iheir  Malice ,  and  confound 
their  Devices ;  to  flrengthen  the  Hands  of 
our  gracious  Sovereign,   "with  Judgment 
and  JuflicCj    to  cut  ojf  all  fiich  Workers  of 
Iniquity  J  as  turn  Religion  into  Rebellion^ 
and  Feiith   into  Fadion;    that  they  may 
never  again  prevail  againfl  us^  nor  triumph 
in  the  Ruine  of  the  Monarchy  and  his 
Church  amongft  us  ;  which  is  the  hearty 
Prayer  of 

Jour  JVelUisinJlKr  and 

Humble  Servant  y 

J.  L. 
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AVING  oftentimes,  with  great 
Concern,  obferved ,  how  much 
the  Minds  of  His  Majefly's  Sub- 
jefts  are  diftrafted,  by  the  various 
Glolfes,  which  Artful  arid  De- 
y  fgnhjg  Men  have  put  upon  the  Sue 
cejfion  of  feveral  of  the  Kings  recor- 
icd  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  (every  one  of  them  endea- 
vouring to  make  the  Word  of  God  ferve  his  own 
rum,  wliereby  ptaufihle  Arguments  are  often  pafs'd 
jpon  the  unwary  Reader  for  Authentick  Evidence}. 
/O  I  could  not  but  think,  it  would  be  of  Service  to  my 
"ountrymen,  to  lay  before  them  A  fljort  Hiflory  of 
l]t  Regal  SuccejficVj  and  the  Rights  of  the  fcvcral  KingSy 


B 
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1        The  JiMt  HIS  TORT  of 

in  thofefacrcd  Records.  And  as  my  only  End  in  tliis 
publication  is  to  prevent  a  Delufio.i,  and  undeceive 
the  deluded:  So  the  beft  Mean  thereto,  is,  in  as 
Plain  and  Summary  a  Manner,  as  the  Nature  of  the 
Subjeft  will  bear,  to  continue  it  down  from  the  be- 
ginning ofall  Things,  fo  far  as  God's  People  had  any 
Independent  Government  among  them. 

In  the  doing  of  which,  1  have  too  awful  a 
Regard  for  the  Suhjcch^  to  prefume  to  deal  unfaith- 
fully with  it :  And,  as  to  the  Chrlfiian  Reader^  I  have 
by  conftantly  quoting  Chapter  and  Kerfe,  laid  my 
felf  at  his  Mercy  to  corrctt  me  whereever  I  may 
happen  to  b3  miftaken. 

That  all  jiijr  Goverjimcnt  whether  Ecclefiaftlcal  or 
Civil,  m2ifi  he  Originally  derived  from  God,  vnho  is  the 
only  Sufream,  and  nn-originatedy  and  natural  Lord  and 
Covernour  of  the  World :  A'nd  that  they  do  all  form 
rt^  or  other,  receive  their  SanUion  from  2DillinC 
Authority,  is  nOt  only  admitted,  but  afferted,  by 
Air.  IVhiJrcn  himCcl^-^  whoCe  firfl  Fundamental  Propo- 
fitlon  this  is.  And  this  he  jnftly  thinks  to  beyo  evi- 
dent to  all  -who  believe  a  God,  a  Providence,  and  the 
Truth  of  the  Scripture,  as  not  to  need  a  particular  Proof 
to  them.  And  "  as  for  thofe,  (^fays  he,)  who  fuppole 
^'  Government  to  have  originally  fprang  up  from 
"  meer  Human  CompaUs^  and  from  the  People,  in-  , 
"  dependently  on  God,  and  without  any  Regard  \ 
"  to  his  Will  and  Authority,  they  feem  to  me  to 
''  fuppofe  Men  to  have  Sprung  out  of  tlie  Earth, 
*'  and  not  to  have  had  God  for  their  Creator :  And 
*'  alfo  to  fuppofe  that  all  Government  has  no  higher 
"  End  to  aim  at,  than  the  Convenie.Kies  of  this 
^'  prefent  Life  ;  both  which  things  are  entirely  con-  j 
"  trary  to  Religion,  and  utterly  inconfiftent  with  " 
"  the  f acred  Hifiory  of  the  Origin  and  primitive 
"  Exercife  of  Government  among  Men.  So  that 
*'  this  cannot  delerve  a  ferious  Confideration  un- 
*'  der  tlie  prefent   Argument  of  Scripture  Politicks, 

"  but^ 
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*'  but  miift  be  left  to  the  hrcUgicus  Schemes  of  the 
"  j^tlltiftg  andSlnbdiEbcrg,"  (^)  gV.  So  evident  is 
the  Divine Origlmtl ofGcvernment^  hyAdr.  \Vl}iJl on  sown 
Argument!  From  which  liis  Propofitio;!,  it  necef- 
fhrily  follows,  that  vo  Governments^  whether  EccUfia- 
pical  or  Civil  which  cannot  be  Originally  derived 
from  God,  or  do  not,  fome  vcay  or  other,  receive  their 
Sand icn  from  Divine  Authority ^^xe  to  be  e{\:eeinedjufi 
Governments. 

And  as  to  the  particular  Forms  thereof,  whoever 
believes  the  Mofaicd  Account  of  the  Creation,  and 
Judges  impartially  of  what  he  reads,  cannot  doubt, 
that  £ponarc!)p  was  the  firft  and  original  Form  of 
Government,  and  that  too  infiitutcd  immediately  by 
God  himfelf,  from  the  beginning  of  the  World.  For 
we  read,  that  as  foon  as  God  had  created  the  Man, 
he  gave  him  a  Sceptre,  and  made  him  his  F'lcegerent 
fas  Bifjop  Andrews  expreileth  it,)  (/;)  giving  him 
Dominion  over  the  Fiji)  of  the  Sea,  and  over  the  Fowl  of 
the  Air,  and  over  every  Living  thing  that  moveth  vpo?i 
the  Earth  (c) ;  his  Wife  herfelf  not  excepted,  to 
whom  the  Lord  faid,  thy  Defire  fluill  be  to  thy  Hus- 
hand,  (or,  as  it  is  in  our  Margin,  Subjetl  to  thine  Hus^ 
hand)  and  he  jhall  Rule  over  thee  (d).  Which  laft, 
being  fpoken  after  Adamh^d  fmned,  plainly  fhew- 

eth  us,  that  his  Dominion  teas!  not   fouhtirD  in 

(B?acc  ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  his  perfonal  Firtuf,  Goodnefs 
and  Defert. 

Wlien  God  had  BlcfTed  them  with  Children, 
it  pleafed  him,  that  the  Father,  by  his  paternal 
Authority,  was  fble  Ruler  or  Aionarch  over  them, 
andjall  that  proceeded  from  them,during  his  Life,  ru- 
ling them  with  a  Power  Patriarchal,  Re^al,  or  Im- 
perial (e):  As  every  Father  would  and  mig}it  do,  even 

B  2  at 
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at  this  Day,  fuppofing  him  and  his  Family  to  fall 
into  any  Places  which  were  not  governed  by  any  fu- 
periour  Lord.  And,  for  the  better  ordering  of  the 
Sons  and  their  Families,  the  Elder  was,  by  God 
himfelf,  declared  Ruler  over  the  Tounger.  For,  tho"* 
Cain  was  a  very  Wicked  Man,  and  Ahd  a  Righ- 
teous one,  infomuch  that  the  Lord  had  refiecl  unta 
Ahelj  and  his  Offerings  hut  unto  Cain,  and  to  his  Ojfe- 
rln^y  he  had  not  refpell  (^a)  :  Yet,  even  to  this  very 
Wicked  Gz//2  it  was,  that  the  Lord,  fpeaking  of 
his  Good  Brother  Jbcl,  iliid,  Vnto  thee  flail  be  his 
Deftrcy  and  thou  jlialt  KuU  Obcr  IjUll,  (h)  or,  (as  it  is  in 
the  IMargin)  thou  fnalt  have  the  Excellency,  and 
he  Ihall  he  fuhjeB-  unto  thee^  fo  that  neither 
was  his  Dominion  founded  in  Grace,  but  in  Nature 
only,   by  virtue  of  his  Vrlmogeiuture. 

I'm  willing  therefore  to  hope,  that  Mr.  IfTjlfion 
had  not  this  Cafe  of  Cain  and  ^Abel  in  his  Thoughts, 
when  he  expreffed  himfelf  as  followeth  ^  "  we 
*'  have  not,  that  I  know  of,  one  Example,  m 
*'  all  the  Bible,  where  Provide.ice  gives  the  leafl 
^'  Preference  to  the  Eldefi  So.i,  in  Point  of  Govern- 
^'  ment,  before  the  Toungefi  ^  I  mean  this  (fays  he^ 
"  barely  on  Account  of  fach  Primogeniture,  and 
*'  without  regard  to  more  valuable  Ferfenal  Qualifi- 
*'  cations  "  (c)  :  Fornothing  can  be  more  clear,  than 
that  the  more  'vnluable  Terfonal  Qualifications  were 
JlhcPs,  and  that  it  was  barely  on  Account  of  Primoge- 
niture, that  the  Vrcference  in  pint  of  Government  was 
given  to  Cain  f/;f  El  deft  Son.  And,  as  this  is  full 
to  the  purpole,  fo  it  ought  to  have  the  greater 
'Weight,  for  being  the  Firfr  and  General  Ru^e  in 
thofe  Cafes-,  efpeclally  with  Afr.  ff/Vj/Zri^^,  who,  but 
Eight  Pages  before,  has  himfelf  placed  this  very 
Cafe  among  the  {iiot  Human  hut^  Divine  Laws  ;  where 

he 


("*)   Q:r..  i-.\  4.       {b)  Gs!t.  iv.  7.       (c)  Script.  Polit, 
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he  owns,  that  "  it  feems  to  him  to  imply,  then 
*'  at  ieaft,  the  Inferiority,  and  in  feme  Degree, 
**  the  Suhjcchioii  of  the  Toufiger  Children  to  the  Elder^ 
*'  while  they  were  under  their  Parents  Authority, 
"  and  in  the  lame  Family,  cUeil  Voitliioat  rcjarO  tO 
['  tljeir  airtiie.  (a)  " 

This  is  a  full  ConceiHon,  that  there  was  fuch  a 
Law  or  Rule,  in  the  beginning,   in  favour   of   the 
Eldeft  Son  againft  the  Towiocr^  iii  Point  o^Gove-nimcjity 
hardy   on  Account  of  p^iinogcuitlirc  5  and  that  too 
not  i^Uman,    tut  DlijilU.     But  Mr.  Wnflo-n  Teems 
to  make  it  a  Queftion,   "   Whether  that  Law  did 
*'  continue  in  Force  afterwards,  becaule  of  Cains 
^'  Abufe  of  that  Power  ?  And  whether  it  were  a 
''  Law  mdeed,  or   only   a  particular    Injundion  in 
*•  a   particular  Cafe?    (h)  "  Now,  that  it    could 
be  a  particular  InjunSlion,  made  in  this  particular  Cafcy 
I  fee  no  Reafon  to  fuppofe  :  Nor  can  I  imagine  how 
that  Author  (who  builds;  fo  much  of  his  Scripture 
Politicks,  upon  the   Foundation  of  Terfonal  Virtue^ 
Goodnefs,  ar.d  Defert)  could  fancy  Cain,  whofe  Of- 
ferings Gcd  would  not    look  upon,  fhould  never- 
thelefs  be  fo  far  in  his  flwour,  as  to  gain  the  PrC' 
fere-ficc   in  Point  of  Govcr7imc-nt,    before    his    Tounger 
Brother  Ahel,  whofe  Offerings  Cod  had  graclouHy 
accepted  ^    and  that  too,  at  the  very   time,  that 
{God  knew)  he  had  premeditated  in  his  Heart,  to 
murder  his  more  Righteous  Brother,  on  Account 
of  that  very  Acceptance  !   Is  it  poiTible  for  him  to 
I    fuppofe,  that  Perfonal  Hrtuc,  Goodvefs,    and   Defert 
ihould  preponderate  with  God,    in  the  Dlfpofal  of  fuch 
Farjours,  in  all  other  Cafes,  and  yet  that  Cain  only 
ihould  be  fmgled  out  as  a  particular  Object  of  the 
Divine  Favour,  who  had  not  the  Ieaft  pretence  of 
Perfonal  l^irtue,  Goodnefs,  and  Defert,  to  entitle  him 

tliereto  ? 
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thereto?  Nay,  who  was  defiitute  ofCod's  Countenance  and 
Favour y  as  St.  Chryfojlom  expounds,  what  \vec2i\\goit7g 
out  from  the  Trefence  of  the  Lord  (a)  ?  But  I  leave  ic 
to  the  Author  to  reconcile  this  Contradiction  !  And, 
ilnce  there  is  no  Reafon  to  think  this  to  have  been 
only  a  Particular  Jrijun^lon  in  a  Particular  Caje^  we 
muft  receive  it  for  a  Law  or  General  Rule  ;  and  con- 
clude, that  it  did  ccntinjie  in  Force,  notwithftanding 
Cains  Ahufe  of  that  Power  ^  which  was  not  unfore- 
leen  by  Cody  when  he  declared  his  Natural  Right 
to  the  Preroo;ative  of  Primogeniture.     Kor  does  it 

o 

ieem  to  me  without  much  better  Reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  God  Almighty,    foreknowing    the  many 
ObjeOrions    that  Worldly-7ninded    Men  would  ftart, 
in  Oppofition  to  this  Divine  Law,  thought   fit  to 
declare  and  affirm  it,  even  in  the  Cafe  of  the  worfl 
Elder   Brother  that  ever  lived.     For  God  does  not 
here  befl:ow    upon  Can  any   new  Priviledge,  but 
only  confirms  unto  him  what  was,  by  Nature,  his 
Right  '^  and  argues  with  him  the  Unrealbnablenefs 
of  his   Difcontent,  upon    Principles    well  known 
and  eflablifhed  from  the  Beginning :  as  St.  Chrfoftom 
moft  truly  expounds  it,  Notwithjlandi-ng  thou  hafi  thus 
greatly  fn-'ted  (viz..  in  not  oifering  to  me  the  firfl  and 
beft  of  thy  Subflance,  as  thy  BrotJier  Ahel  <Xid),yet  I 
hofvenot  Def  rived  thee  of  the  Privileges  of  thy  Primoge- 
niture ^  hut  hefjali  fiill  be  fubjccl  to  thee,  as  by  the  Law  of 
Nature  is  thy  Due.     Agreeably  to  which,  the  Learned 
Bijlwp  above-quoted,  in  this  very  Cafe,  obferveth. 
That    "  God    ihewed     plainly,     that    it    is    his 
*'  Will,    that  in   and  by  the  Sin   committed,  no 
''  Man  fhonld  lofe  any  Privilege,  which  of  Ri^ht  is 
"  due  to  him,  and  which  before  he  had  \  and  eve- 
*^  ry  Motion,  in  a  Superiour,  to  Sin,  doth  not   dif- 
*'  charge  him  of  his  Authority.    Which  is  contrary 

"  to 
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"  to  that  falfe  0 phi  ion  arid  Cenfure  of  them,  wliich 
*'  think,  that  even  Trinccs  themlelves,  after  Sin 
*'  committed,  lole  all  their  Vrerogativc  and  Svpre- 
*'  mcicy  of  Government  which  they  had  before,  and 
"  that  their  Subjecis  are  not  bound  to  do  their 
"  Service  any  longer  to  them,but  that  ever  after,  their 
'*  Allegiance  ihall  ceafe  ^  which  \s  falfe,  and  cuntmry 
*'  to  all  Reafon,  and  not  C7oi^'s  /;7rf;/f  and  Will  here. 
"  For  God  faith,  and  ratilieth  here,  that  Cain,  tho' 
**  he  had  thus  finned,  both  againft  God  and  his 
*'  Brother  ;  yet,  being  the  £/^c/-  and  Firfl-bom,  and 
''  fo  before  Abel,  fo  there  fhould  be  a  Superiority  and 
*'  Dominion,  that  he  fhould  ftill  retain  by  Nature. 
**  And  it  is  God''s  AlTertion,  that  that  Superiority 
*'  fhould  be  retained  ftill,  and  that  Abel  fhould  not 
'^  feek  to  be  his  Superiour  ;  neitlier  did  he  (a)  '\ 
However,  as  this  Dominion  of  Cain  over  his  Brother 
and  Family,  was  in  Subordination  to  the  Firfl  Parent 
Adam,  wh;l(}  he  lived  :  So  when  he  died,  Cain  him- 
felf  fucceeded  in  the  Sovera'gnty,  in  his  oron  Right,  as 
the  Firft-horn  \  and,  after  him,  the  Eldcfv  furviving 
Branch  of  the  Family,  by  virtue  of  |0^orimitp  of  IBIOOD. 
(For,  as  the  Great  5r.  Chyfcfl-om  obferveth,  the  Line 
of  Cain,  and  with  it  his  Primogeniture,  vras  extinEt  in 
Lamech,  that  is,  at  the  Flood,  and  not  till  then  :) 
And  hence  it  came,  that  the  Word  Elder  is  ufed, 
as  well  for  Alagiftracy  and  Power,  as  for  Age  and 
Gravity,  almoft  in  all  Languages  •,  which,  no  doubt, 
(as  another  Judicious  Author  obferveth,)  "  is  a  Sign, 
*'  that  the  firft  Govcrnours  were  tlie  Fathers  of  Fami- 
"  lies,  and  under  them  the  Fldef  Sons  (b)  "• 

Thus  we  fee,  that  Adani's  Monarchy  was  not  only 
Oeconomical,  confined  to  that  one  little  Family  which 
was  at  fiifl  Created,  but  Political  over  a  Society,  con- 
fifting  of  many  Families,   wliich  were  to  dcfcend 

from 
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from  him,   during  his  long  Life  of  Ni/^e  Hundred 
and  "Thirty  Tears  (^)  *,  which  is  the  very  Ground  and 
Foundation  of  political  Government^  and  particularly 
of  that  Form  thereof,  which,  from  one  fwgle  Perfons 
being  the  Supreme  and  Chief  over    all  the   reft,  is 
called  Monarchy.     And  this,  by  the  way,  might  ferve 
for  a  full  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Whiflons  AlTertion,  That, 
*'  before   the  Flood,  we  have  no  direft  Account  of 
'*^  the  Form  ox  A^annerofhum-An  Governments  (Jd)  ""  : 
As  well  as  to  the  ^pfeal  of  another  Celebrated  Wri- 
ter, who  recommends  it  to  the  Confciences  and  Com- 
mon Senfe  of  the  Chrifiian  Laity,  "  To  learch  with 
"^  their  orvn  Eyes,  and  fee,  whether  they  can  pof- 
*'  fbly  find  a  plain  and  exprefs  Tajfage  of  Serif ture^ 
"  in  which  God  inftituted   any  particular  Form  of 
**■  Human  Government,  for  any  Nation  in  the  World, 
"  unlefs  they  will  except  one(c)";,  of  which  in 
its  proper  Place.     In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  leave  to 
yippeal  to  the  Confciences  and  Common  Senfe  of  all  our 
Readers,    Whether  this  is  not  a  much  more  flain 
and  exprefs  Pajfage,  than  any    that    Learned  Author 
has  ever  yet  been  able  to   produce,  either  from 
Scripture,  or   the    Laws  of  England,    in    Favour  of 
certain  of  his  Darling  Notions  ?    But  further,  as  to 
Mr.  JVhifion,  I  refer  him  to  his  own  Second  General 
Trofofitlon,  where  he  agrees  with  me  expreily,  that 
*'  Paternal  Authority  over  the  Children  of  a  Fa- 
"  miiy,  was  the  only  Jfoim  of  ^iiniaii  (Bobcrtimetir, 
'"^  among  fjch  as  fprang  from  one  common  Parent,  be- 
^^  fore  the  Multiplication   of  Mankind,   or  before 
*'  their  Separation,  one  from  another,  into   diffe- 
"  rent  and   diftant   Families  "  (d)  :  And  infifts, 
that  "  this  is  ib  plainly  the  Refult  of  the  Law  of  Na* 
"  ture,   or  of  the  Will  of  God,   declared,   by  the 

'^  Common 
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*'  Common   Reafon  of  Mankind,  and    confirmed  in  the 

*'  Bible  that  there  is  no  need  of  a  particular 

**  ProoH  Accordingly  (fays  he)  u^uthonty,  both 
*'  Ecclefiafticai  and  Secular,  was  at  ftrit,  in  the 
!**  (lime  raternal  Hands,  botl]  I)£fo?C  aun  aftCt  the 
"  Flood  ;  and  this  for  a  confiderable  time  alio  : 
**  As  appears  in  c'cry  Inftance,  both  in  Genefis  and 
*'  Job  ^  which  are  the  only  Original  ylnthentic  Re- 
'^  cords ,  of  thofe  firft  Ages  "  (a) :  But,  to 
proceed, 

As  to  the  Dcfcendmts  from  Adam^  we  find  thole 
of  the  Elder  Branch  lirft  recorded,  in  a  direct 
l.ine,  down  to  the  Flood  (b)^  wherein  they  were 
all  extinguiihed :  And  after  that,  as  if  there  had 
never  been  an  Elder  Family,  the  Genealogy  of 
the  Line  of  Seth  begins  again,  with  the  Hiftory 
o^Mans  Creation  (c),  (thd'  that  had  been  delivered 
before  -J  the  better  to  make  out  the  Genealogy 
of  AW?,  who  was  to  continue  the  Succeflion  alter 
the  Floody  as  thofe  had  done  before  it.  And  yet, 
tho'  we  read,  that  the  Patriarchs  feveratly  begat 
Sons  and  Daughters,  we  find  only  the  Names  of  the 
Eldefl  recorded,  as  the  Heads  and  Rulers  over  their 
relpe^rtive  Families  and  People,  (all  the  refi  being 
paifed  over  under  the  General  Denomination  of 
Sons  and  Daughters')  ^  tilt  becoming  generally  dege- 
nerate, through  their  Affinity  and  Incercourfe 
with  the  Wicked  Pofterity  of  Cain  (d),  God  was 
pleafed  to  deftroy  their  Common  Pofterity  •,  ex- 
cepting only  Noah,  who  was  a  jufv  Man  and  per- 
felt  (e),  notwithftanding  the  fajlnonable  Wicked* 
nefs  of  the  World,  and  roalked  with  God,  fiea' 
di/y  and  z.ealou(ly  (as  St.  Chryfoflom  exprelTeth  it,)  not 
keeping  fome  Commandments    and  breaking  others,    hut 
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of^  Vrtiform  Obedief7ce,  atid  ExaH  Integrity  ^  and  with 
him  was  his  own  Family' only  preferved. 

Now,  as  before  the  Flood,  Mam  had  been  the 
Vniverfal  Afoiarch  of  the  Old  IVorld,  and,  as  fuel), 
had  had  the  Sole  Property  of  all  that  was  in  It,  durhg 
his  Life,  and  after  him,  his  Heirs,  in  a  direft  Line 
of  Succeffion :  So,  after  the  Flood,  Noah  was  the 
Vniverfal  Alonarch,  and  fcle  Proprietor  of  the  New. 
And,  whatever  Property  or  Share,  his  Sons  and 
Delcendants  afterwards  had,  in  any  part  there- 
of, they  had  it  all  from  him,  and  held  it  by  his 
Donation  and  Allotment :  And  accordingly  demit- 
ted  it  downwards  to  their  Pofterity,  by ///V  Affign- 
ment,  and  His  Authority  alone,  as  the  Royal 
Fountain  of  all  Honour  and  Property  •,  and  that  too, 
without  making  any  Contra^  or  Terms,  with  the 
People,  whom  thev  were  to  govern,  and  confe- 
quently  without  being  any  way  Limited  by  them. 
It  i-s  not  therefore  fo  Evident,  (as  fbme  Men  would 
perfwade  us)  that,  "  in  the  Nature  of  the  thing, 
*^  Private  Property  is  before  the  hiftitution  of  a  fet- 
*'  tied  Government,  becaufe  {as  they  Argue')  the  great 
'^  End  of  that  Jnfitutidn  is  the  Prefervation  of  that 
*'  Property  !  (a)  "  —  But  this  Qiieftion  has  been  too 
much  canvaffed  by  the  Learned,  for  me  to  meddle 
with :,  elpecially,  m  this  Place,  where  it  feems 
already  to  be  fuificiently  refolved,  by  the  Holy 
Scripture.  All  therefore  that  I  fhall  fay  to  it 
further ,  is ,  That  the  Right  ( and  truly )  Re- 
verend Bifj-iop  Sander  (on  ,  occafionally  fpea  Ic- 
ing of  the  pretended  dEoUtrait,  which  the  Rebels,  in 
his  time,  pleaded  for,  as  an  Evidence,  that  all  Go- 
vernment  was  originally  derived  from  the  People,  (which, 
by  the  ^vay,  he  fays,  "  never  yet  was  proved,  nor 
*'  (he  dares  fliy)  will  ever  be  proved,  while  the 
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"  World  ftandeth,  either  from  Scripture,  Beafon,  or 
''  Hiftory^'")  expreireth  himfelf  thus,  "  True  it  is, 
''  tiiat  a  meer  Rat:onJift  (that  is  to  fay,  an  0tl)Ci(l 
"  of  the  lafi  Edition)  who  giv^eth  more  JFaith  to  furh 
"  Heathen  Philofophy,    as    aifirmeth  the  World  to 
''  have  been  ab  arernoy  than  to   Divine  Revelation, 
'^  which  alTureth  us  it  had  a  beginning  ^  (and  fome 
"  .of  the  great  Champions  of  the  Opinion  we  now 
"  fpeak  of,  have  given  us  Caufe   enough  of  Suf- 
**  picion  that  they  are  little  better)  :    Such  a  one, 
''    I    fay,  cannot    po/fibly    Solve    the  Difficulty. 
*'  But  to  us,  who  believe  the  Scripturesy  and  acknow- 
*'  ledge  a  Creation,   the  Solution  is  eafy  :    If  we 
*'  will  but  follow  the  Clue  of  the  [acred  Hifior^,  in 
*'  the  four  firft  Chapters  of  Gene/is,  it  will  tairly 
*'  lead  us  out  of  thefe  Labyrinths  in  a  plain  way, 
''  and   without  any   great  Trouble ".     And   then 
my  j^vthor  ftates   the  Cafe  of  Gcvernmcnt    and  Vro- 
perty,  to  the  Etfe£l:  before-mentioned,  and  concludes, 
upon  the  whole,  both  in  Hypothefi,  that  Adarns  Go- 
<vcrmnent  was  before  Cain  s  Property,  and  in  Tljeji,  that 
imdoubtedly  Government  was  before  Property.     And 
fo,   (lays  the  Bipjop)  "  This  fuppofed  PaFt  or  Con^ 
"  tratf,   which  maketh  fuch  a  Koife  in  the  World, 
"  proveth  to  be  but  a  Squib,  Powder  without  Shot, 
*'  that  giveth  a  Crack,    but  vaniiheth  into  Air, 
*'  and  doth  no  Execution  !  (a)  ".  But,  to  return. 

Noah,  living  Tlrree  Hundred  and  Fifty  Tears  after 
the  Flood  (h),  his  Pofterity,  according  to  God's  Blef- 
fi/ig  (c),  were  during  his  Life,  grown  exceeding 
Numerous :  Infomuch,  that  it  was  become  necel- 
fary  that  fome  Braiiches  from  the  old  Stock  fliould 
be  flipt  off,  and  tmnfplnnted  into  different  Parts, 
as  well  for  their  more  conveinent  Subfiftence,  as  for 
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the  better  Divifion  of  the  Nations  ^  each  of  them 
having  Authority ^  to  be  Rider ^  over  his  own  People  anci 
Nation  ^  and  thus  of  them  was  the  whole  Earth  over- 
firrad  (a).     But  neverthelefs,  as   the  Kew  World 
was  not  divided  and  peopled,  without  a  Miracle : 
So  neither  was  it  done  without  the  greateft,  and 
moft  exaft  Order  imaginable,  "  either  by  cafting 
'*•  of  Lots  J  or  chufnig  according  to  the  Order  of 
*'  their  Birthright^  after  fome  Survey  taken,  of  a 
^^  fufficient  Portion  of  the  Earth,  and  Portions  bor- 
*'  dered    out  according  to  the  Kumber   of  their 
*'  Nations,  then  of  their  Families  "  &c.  (b)  ^  God 
thus  turning  that  which  was  impoled    as  a  Judg- 
ment on  them,  to  the  Benefit  of  the  World  •,  for, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  God  Almighty  difperfed  the 
people,  by   confounding  their  Tongues  at  Babel  (c),  he 
did  not  leave   them,  every  one  to  fhift  for  him- 
self:   But  it  pleafed  him  to  give  to  every  feveral 
Tribe  J  or  Branch  of  them,   a  difrincf  Language  ^  fo 
that  it  was  Katural  for  them  to  fettle  together  for 
the  Benefit  of  Ccnvcrfuion  and  Commerce  ^  and,  who- 
ever was  the  Eldefi  of  the  Tribe,  was,  of  Courfe, 
by  the  Laws  of  God  and  Nature^  the  Head  and  Ruler 
thereof.     Kay,  the  Lord   himfelf,  interpofmg  his 
Authority,  appointed  them  their  feveral  Bounds,  as 
well  as  their  Riders :    For,  as  Mofcs  tell  us.  When 
the  Moft  High  divided  to  the  Nations  their  Inherit ance^ 
when  hefeparated  the  Sons  of  Adam,  l^C  fct  tI)C  tSOUnp^ 
t)f  the  People,   according  to  the  Number  of  the  Children  of 
Ifrael  {d)\  foalfb  the  Son  o^  Syrach  aifures  us,   Jn 
the  Divifion s  of  the  Nations  of  the  whole  Earth,  ^t  fct 
a  Kulcr  obcr  Vativ  people  (e)  -^  fo  that  from  lier.ce 
alio   'tis  plain,  thnt  Pditical  Government   (and  that 
too  inider  the  Form  of  Hereditary  Monarchies^  was 

by 
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iv  DibiUCBInflitUtion,  as  I  have  already  obferved  ; 
n<S  certain  Perlbns  would  fain  perfwade  us  that 
^orms  of  Government  are  only  o^  Human  Determina-' 
ion !  For  from  thefe  Rulers  (whole  Names  are  re- 
;orded,  to  the  Number  of  Seventy')  their  refpective 
kingdoms  defcended  in  an  Hereditary  Courfe  of 
mcejfion. 

Thus  were  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  divided,  among 
;he  Pofterity  ot  Noah,  every  one  after  his  Tongue,  af~ 
er  their  Families,  in  their  Nations  (^)  :  many  of 
.vhich  Nations  are  known  by  their  Names,  to  this 
Day  .)  as  may  be  leen,  by  comparing  together  the 
^everal  Chapters  noted  in  the  Margin  (h).  And,  in 
ill  thefe,  did  the  leveral  ^attiarcl)?!,  by  virtue  of 
:heir  Paternity  and  £/^cr/J;/p,exercire  a  111 ejal  Power, 
md  that  too  in  the  moft  full  and  j3bfoUltc  man- 
ner, as  will  be  ihewn  hereafter,  in  its  proper  Place. 

I  fhall  not  need  to  examine  the  Succefion  or  Title 
of  Nimrod,  and  the  other  Kin^s  of  the  Nations  ;  my 
prefent  Inquiry  being  chiefly  confined  to  the  Holy 
Seed  of  Shem.     But,  in  regard,  that,  in  him,  we  are 
laid  to  find    "  an   Intimation  of  the  Origin   of 
'*  Kindly  or  Monarchical  Government  "  (c),    I  think 
it  may  be  proper,  after  what  I  I;ave  already  faid 
on  that  Subject,  to  obferve,  that  if,  "  at  the  iirft, 
**  the  Fathers  of  Nations  were  as  Kings,  and  the  £/- 
defi  of  Families  as  Princes,  "  as  Is  owned  by  the  y^«- 
thor  (d),  whom  Mr.  I0}ifion  hlmfelf  qnotes  to  his 
Purpc^le,  then,  by  Confequence,  the  Origin  o^ Kin^Jy 
or  Monarchical  Government^    could  not   be  in  the 
Ferfon  ot'  N'mrod -^  nor  from  the  People,  but  from 
!  Cod  only.     No  doubt,  he  was  by  good  Right,  and 
I  jull:  Authority,  Lord,  or  King  over  his  own  Family, 
as  the  other  Heads  of  Families  were  :  But,  in  that 

he 
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he  was  not  content  with  his  own  Natural  Soveralgn^ 
ty^  but  enlarged  his  Dominion,  by  violently  inva-  f 
ding,  and  feizing  on  the  Rights  of  other  Lords  of 
Families,  whom  he  thereby  made  SubjeO:  to  his 
Empire,  it  was  againft  all  Natural  Right  ^  and  con- 
lequently  can't  be  efteemed  the  Origin  of  Kingly 
Government,  but  an  SlUutpatiOU  ^  which  our  Author 
may  make  ^Precedent  of,whenever  he  may  happen  to 
have  Occafion  for  fuch  a  one !  And  as  to  his  Sub- 
lequent  Obfervation,  that  "  this  Settlement 
*'  was  not  made,  by  any  Particular  DireBion  from 
'^  God,  but  by  Pntercfi  and  Befert  and  Abili^ 
*'  ties  y  and  the  voluntary  Suhmiffion  of  the  Peoplcy 
*^  &C.  "  (a),  I  fee  no  Conclufion,  to  be  drawn  from 
thence,  more  Natural  than  this.  That  fuppofing 
a  Prir/ce  to  have  Intcreft  and  Defcrt  and  Ahilitiesy  and 
the  Voluntary  Submiifion  of  the  People,  (though,  by 
tlie  Way,  nothing  of  this  appears  in  Nimrod's  Cafe-,) 
yet,  if  he  be  fet  up  without  any  particular  DlreEli^ 
on  from  God,  and  againft  his  written  Laws,  as  well 
as  the  Law  of  Nature,  he  can  be  but  an  ^Uflltpcc 
flill,  as  Nimrod  was.  And  therefore,  whether  he 
were  the  youngefi  Son  of  Seth,  as  Mr.  Whifion  fup- 
pofes  (h),  or,  whether  he  is  mentioned  alone  (ac- 
cording to  St.  Augufiifie,  and  other  Commentators) 
only  as  being  the  moji  Eminent  Perfon,  and  to  take 
Occafion  to  touch  his  Tyranny,  I  ihall  not  difpute. 
All  that  I  fhall  add,  is  a  Remark  of  a  Learned 
Modern,  that  "  This  Nimrod  was  certainly  the  '( 
*'  Belus  of  the  Ancients  :  And  this  Compilation, 
*'  moft  probably,  was  not  originally  from  his 
*'  Birth,  but  was  afterwards  given  him,  becaufe 
*^  of  his  Rebellion  againft  Noah,  and  his  Alteration 
**  of  the  Patriarchial  Way  of  Government,  with 
*^  the  true  Old  Religion.     For  he  was  properly  Ty- 

'^  rnr.nus 
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'  ra?ims  fine  Titulo^  as  could  be  made  appear,  on  fe- 
'  veral  Accounts,  even  to  Demonftration.  Whence 
'  he  might  be  called  BcL  for  Baal)  for  his  Dotm- 
'  nioHy  and  Nimrod  for  his  ReheIlio?t ;  as  the  Learn- 
*  ed  Dr.  Prldeaux  well  remarks  (a)  ". 

However,  that  even  among  the  Nations  too,  the 
'amc  Authority  was  maintained,  according  to  the 
Law  of  Nature,  or  Common  Conient  of  Mankind, 
vill  appear  from  the  few  Hints  laid  together,  at 
:he  Clofe  of  this  part  of  the  Eegal  Hifiory:  To 
vhich  I  referr  the  Reader,  whilft  1  proceed  here, 
vith  the  Succeffion  o^  thofe  that  were  within  the  Pale 
)f  the  Church  \  among  whom  the  Paternal  or  Patri- 
zrchal  Power  continued,  till  the  Egyptian  Bondage  ; 
vhere  the  Exerclfe  of  the  Patriarchial  Jurifdi£lion 
►vas  intermitted,  only  becaufe  they  were  all  in 
SuhjcElion  to  a  ftronger  Prince. 

But,  to  be  Ibmewhat  more  particular.  Shenty 
,ve  find,  is  entitled  the  Father  of  all  the  Children  of 
Eber  (^b)  :  Whereby,  the  bcripture  informs  us,  fas 
St.  Augufline  obferves  (c)  )  that  he  was  reputed  the 
Patriarch  of  all  that  were  to  defend  from  him. 
Sons,  Grandfons,  Great  Grandfons,  &c.  And  St.  Jerom 
notes  (d),  that  from  his  Sons,  who,  upon  the  DiC- 
perfion,  became  Heads,  feveral  large  Nations  pro- 
ceeded :  As  from  Elam,  the  Elamites,  Princes  of  Per- 
sia ^  from  Affur,  the  Ajfyrians  •,  from  Arfhaxad,  the 
Chaldeans  ^  from  Lud,  the  Lydians  •,  and  from  Aram 
the  Syrians  ^  all  great  Alonarchics. 

In  this  Genealogy,  is  plainly  deduced  the  Defcent 
of  Ahram  (e),  from  whom  the  Stream  of  Scripture 
Skccejfion  nuns  oa  in  zn  OT^ener  Channel,  than  it  did 

before. 
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before.  And  that  he  was  unqueftionably  a  Monarch. 
by  ID rjinc -Right  appears  from  his  being  exprefly 
called,  by  God  himfelf,  to  pofTefs  a  Kingdom  entail- 
ed upon  him  and  his  Heirs  for  ever  (a). 

To  him  fucceeded  Jfaac  his  Son  and  Heir  of  all 
that  he  had  (h). 

To   him  his  Eldefl  Son  Efau  was  Heir  u4fparent 
(c)  :     But,  as  he,  by  his  own  Aci^  and  that  too,  that 
the  Purpofe  o/God,  accordirig  to  Eleliion   might  fiand^ 
(d),  did  transfer  his  Birthright  to   his  Younger  Bro- 
ther Jacob,   there  is  no    Reafon  to  Queftion  th^ 
Lawfuhiefs  of  the  Alienation.     Yet  we  do  not  read, 
that  ever  Efau  paid  any  Perfonal  Service,  or  owned 
any  Subjeftionto  Jacob:   But  we  fee.  That  Jacob^ 
meeting  him,  bovoed  himfelf  to  the  Ground  feven  times\ 
calling  £/^«  his  3IOJt),  and  himfelf  his  5frz'.s;«/-ffj,  iri. 
token  of  a  jjiatural  OTejiaUCe  by  Birth,  e^en  after  the 
Sale  of  the  Birthright.  And  fo  we  read  of  Eight  Kings  of 
the  Pofterity  of  Efau,  (f)  who  reigned  in  Idumca,  till »; 
they  were  conquered  by  JJavid  (g)  fof  the  Houle  of 
Judah,  as  had   been    foretold  by   the  Lord)    (h)i.l 
And  thofe  were  fo  far  from  owning  any  Subjefti-  j 
on  to  the  Pofterity  of  Jacob,  that  they  denied  them:t 
a  Paffage  through  their  Dominions  (}).  i 

But,  be  that  as  it  will,  we  may  learn  by  this  u 
Cafe,  that  Jacob  was  not  poffeifed  of  the  Freroga'h 
fives  of  Primogeniture  meerly  by  the  l^roblBCUCK /! 
of  6'tf(5?  (as  certain  people  affeft  to  call  it,  meaning 8 
his  fecrct  Will,  without  or  contrary  to  his  Fevealcd}, 
Will)  but  by  the  Exprefs  Revelation  of  God,  attended  u 
with  his  Elder  Brother's  Grant  :  And  further,  asjL 
this  Purpofe  was  manifeftly  prior  to  either  offe 
their    Births,  and   confequently   (as    the  Apofile^ 

argues  Di 
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irgues)  before  they  had  done  any  good  or  Evil,  (ajy 
t  is  plain,  that  God's  Dealing  in  the  Cafe-,  can't  truly 
be  laid  to  have  been  preponderated  by  Pcrfond  F'ir- 
'ue,  Goodn(fs,  and  Befert,  (^),  unlefs  we  could  fup- 
pole,  that  Jacob  was  perfonally  virtuous y  good,  and  de^ 
'^ervif/gy  before  he  was  born,  or  that  he  was  capa- 
ble of  procuring  by  his  good  Behaviour,  or  liis  Brp- 
rher  o^  forfeiting  by  his  Hi  ConduU,  before  either  of. 
:heni  had  done  any  Good  or  Evi' !  Neither  did  it 
)leafe  God,,  that  his  Elder  Brother  (even  Wicked 
Efau)  fhoiild  be  aftually  difnherited,  without  his 
wn  Afotion  and  Voluntury  y?^,  which  was  truly  and 
jroperly  an  01)Btcat(on  (there  being  no  fuificient 
^orcc  put  upon  him,  to  oblige  him  thereto,)  con- 
urrcnt  with  the  Turpnfe  of  God ,  fo  much  did  he 
'a^our  the  Claim  of  Birthright  as  a  Eo-undation  for 
?ivil  Superiority  and  Dominion^  contrary  to  that  jiu- 
hors  Obfervation  ! 

I    As  the  Birthright  was  thus  vefted  in  Jacob  by  the 

Lord,  ^o  was  it  afterwards  tranflated  by  the  fame 

Authority,  from  Reuben,    his  Eldefh  Son,  to    Judafj^ 

he  Fourth  (c)  J  thous}\  J udah  himfelf  was  an  Ince- 

uous    Perfon  as   well  as  Reuben ;_  Co  that  his  J3^Q^ 

union  toa$  not  founDeD  in  dD^ace  I  Neither  can  it 

e  faid  with  any  Propriety,  that  Inward  and  Per- 

'rnal  Vertues    obtained   for  Judah,    what  his  Elder 

rother  had  forfeited /cr  hisWichdnefs  (d)  :  unlefs 

udah^s  defiling  his  Daughter  in  Law,  were   a  Fir- 

le  and  a   Meritorious   Aft  in  him,  by  the  fame 

aw,  as  Ruben  s  defiling  his  Father^ s  Concubine  was 

n  unpardonable  Sin  (e^  !   And  befides,    fo  far  is 

lis  Ca(e  from  being  an  Evidence  to  the  Prejudice 

the    Primogeniture,    (as    our     Popular    Advocates 

D  would 


(*)  Rom.  IX.  w.  {b)  Wliifl.  Script.  Polit.f.  11.  13.  {c)Gen. 
■Ux.  8.  — xxxviii.  1 8.  {d)Whi'j1.  Script.  Peli't.  1^.  15.  (0 
c?i. xxxviii,  1 8. •—  XXXV.  zz. 
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would  fain  psiiwade  us  )  that  this  very  Forfeiture 
wliich  they  urge  againft  it,  plainly  implies  a  Natu- 
r,il  Right  to  the  rrehemiKCfice  inherent  in  the  Eldcjt 
by  Birth,  till  fuch  Forfeiture  •,  For  nothing  can  be 
forfeited,  but  by  the  known  Owier  and  Frcprietor, 
And  fo  doubtlefs  Mr.  ll^'fion  himfelf  underftood 
it,  whei;  he  faid,  that  Jofep'h  "  had  a  Double  For-, 
*'  tioh  allotted  him  by  his  Father,  in  the  Divifion 

"  of  the  Land  of  Canaan,  :,  which  indeed  (l^OUlD 

"  ijabc  bclougcD  to  Reuhm  t^C  Jfitft   2150^1    "  {a). 
And  accordingly  we  find,  that  Reuben  is  fo  far  jGi- 
voured  (n  Account  of  that  his  Primogeniture,  that  he 
a^  the  Firft-horn,  is  ftill  honoured  by  their  Father^ 
as  his  Might,   the  Beginning  of  his  Strength,  the 
Crxdlcncp  of  JSDignit^,  and  )he  (StccUeuc^  of  ^olu- 
tt  (/^)  ;   the  two  Peculiar  Chambers  of  So/eraignty 
(as  the  Learned  Arch-Biiliop  z:f}cr  calls  them  (c)^ 
aiid,  in  regard  thereof,  he,  and  his  Sons  are  ufual- 
ly  firft  named  in  the  Grnedogics  (d).  Kor  was  the 
Natural    Hereditary    Right,    by  Virtue    liereof,    tO; 
become  defeafible  by    the    pcopfe :  Since,  ..though  . 
the  Birth-right  was  indeed  tranilafed  .into/ another 
F.ine,  yet  the  //cr^^iV^r;-' Df/cf^;f  was  fiiil  to  be  pre- 
fer ved  j  for  the  fejCfptcc  y/as. entailed  upon  Judah, 
till  Shiloh  came  (f)  :   Keither  wastliis  Alienation  of 
the  Rights   of  the  ^txt  l^eir,  made  by  his    Bre- 
thren,  mucji  lefs  by  his  SuhjeCls  and  Servants,  but  by 
his'  Father  and  Soijeraign':  .  and  that  j too  by  the  im- 
mediate Jnfpiration  of  God  yihnighty  ;    ib  that  it' 
cannot  be  of  any  Ule  up.  ^11  to  the  Patroiis  of  a  Po- 
pular  Scheme  I         ,  il./,'\r:X     ■,:■■     ;.'..:■•■■ 
'  Here  comes  in,  another  of  Mr.  \l%ijtons  Argu-, 
mentis  againft  the  Primogeniture,  though  I  iliall  but 

juft 


ic:)  -Script.  Pol.  p..  IS'  {lO-Gen.xUx.  Zs'  Cc)  Power  of  tii 
Pr.'iicc  f.  14,  (d)  E:<od,  -uL  i^.h'urni;.  i,  5,  40.  .  i  Chmi.v.  i» 
(t^Giyi.-xli.i.  10.  i 
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juft  touch  upon  it.  He  afTerts,  that  "  Jofcfh  was 
■'  preferred  before  the  reft,  on  Account  of  his  Good- 
'■'  ncfs,  and  particularly  his  unfpottel  Chajlity,  by 
•'  Divifje  Providence  "'  {a)  &c.  I  grant,  that  his 
Chaflity  was  very  Eminent ,  and  that  he  was  high- 
ly favoured  by  God  Almighty :  But  cannot  fay, 
that  he  was  by  Dlvir.e  Providence  preferred,  on  that 
particular  Account,  without,  in  Ibme  meafure.  Im- 
peaching the  Divine  Riqht  of  Solcmon,  and  many 
other  Princes,  in  all  Ages,  lefs  famous  for  that  Ex- 
cellent Virtue. 

But,  to  proceed.   When  Jacob  by  Divine  Inffirati- 
on,  preferred  the  Tcunger  of  Jofe^Ws  Children,  be- 
fore the  Elder,  their    Father  was  difpleafed.     For 
he  was  lenfible,   the    Law  ^r/nd  Order  of  Nature  could 
not  be  altered  by  any  HumM  Power,  and  he  did  not 
then  perceive,  that  what  his  Father  did,  proceeded 
from  the  Lord :  And  therefore  he  held    uf  his  P.t- 
ther^s  Hand,   to   remove  it  from    Ephraim's    Head  to 
Manaffeh's  Head\,  and    Jofeph  faid  unto    his  Father 
1  Kot  fo  my  Father  !  Jf 0^  t\]ii  iS  tI)C  jf  irft'-bom,  pt  thy 
Right  Hand  upon  his  Head(b)^  which  plainly  fhews 
us  the  great  regard  that  was  paid  to   the  Primo- 
geniture in  thole  Days,  and  that  tlie  Law  of  Nature 
was  the  flime  after   their    Delivery   out  of  Eygfty 
as  it  was  before. 

Now,  this  Lavp  of  Nature  is  indeed  the  Etermzl 
J.arv  of  the  Creator,  infuled  into  the  Heart  of  the 
Creature,  at  the  time  of  the  Creation  :  By  which 
Law  Mankind  were  governed  Two  Tljoufand  Teois, 
before  any  Z^ttj  were  written-,  whereof  the  y^p^?- 
filc  fays,  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  Law  do, 
by  Nature,  the  things  contained  in  the  Law  ^  thcje,  ha- 
<i'ing  not  tht  Law,  are  a  Law  unto  themfelves.  (c) 

D  2  Tims 


(a)   Sa-i^t.  Pilit.   P.  IS.      (/-)  Gen.  shiiL    17.      (•")  ^•"»- 
//•  14. 
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Thus,  in  a  Word,  not  only  Adam,  but  all  the 
fucceeding;  r^af^wc/jj,  as  welUf/oy^,as  ajtcr  the  Flood, 
had,  by  this  Lave  of  Nature,  Royal  Authority  over 
their  refpeul:ive  Children,  and  exercifed  Kingly 
Tower,  in  full  and  ample  manner.  For  fo  we  find 
them  raiding  Armies-^  making  lb lemnT^f^f /a  ofVeace; 
fending  Formal  Embajfies  on  Negotiations  of  Mar- 
riage ',  adjudging  Offenders  to  Death  j  and  granting 
Pardons  after  fuch  Condemnation  {a).  And,  'tis  re- 
markable, that  in  Abraham's  Treaty,  with  the  Sons 
of  Heth,  for  a  Burying-place  for  Sarah,  they  ftile 
him  A  Mighty  Prince  (b),   as  indeed  he  was. 

What  has  been  here  faid,  was  well  fumm'd  up, 
by  an  Author,  who  had  formerly  been  juftly  cen- 
fured,  for  what  he  had  written  in  favour  of  fbme 
fret  ended  Privileges  of  the  People,  *'  The  Original  Law 
*'  0/ Mature  (lays  he),  :is  all  Politicians  and  Divines 
*^  aiTert,  and  the  Scripture  manifefts,  at  firft  gave 
"  £berp  .Ifatlicr  a  Magiftratical  and  Judicial  Rule, 
*'  over  his  Children,  Progeny,  Family,  and  made 
"  him  a  fcinj.  Prince,  Lord  over  them,  tottljOttt  tU 
"  t))Zt  tIjCir  CljOiCC  0^  Call :  The  Father,  and  ifirft'* 
*'  hoiti  of  the  Family,  being  both  the  King,  Prince, 
*^  Lord  over  it,  and  Priefi  to  it,  from  the  Creation, 
"  till  the  Law  was  given  •,  as  is  generally  acknovv- 
*'  ledged  by  all  Divines  ;  as  God  himfelf  is  King 
**  over  all  the  Earth,  World,  as  Creator  and  Father 
"  thereof"  (0. 

Since  then  'tis  fb  evident,  that  all  the  ^atri^ 
ard)^  had  this  iRejal  Power,  what  hinders,  but 
that  they  fhould  be  efteemed  iSiUS^,  to  all  Intents 
and  Purpofes  ?  Nay,  and  as  ^btolute  too,  as  an/ 
that  have  been  lince  ? 

in 


(a)GeTt.  xiv.  —  xwi".  3 1 .  —  srjcu/.  31.- — xx'v.z.  ■ 
■xxxviii.  34, 26.  —     {J>)  Gm.  xxiii.  6.  {c)  PrynnV  Plea  for  tfjv 
Lards,  p.  10, 
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If  there  yet  remain  any  Doubt  of  it,  let  us  hear 
the  Lord  Chief  Jufi ice  Cokc  (that  Great  Oracle  of 
the  Law  !)  who  alfures  us,  from  moft  Unexcep- 
tionable Authorities,  "  That  Certain  it  10,  that 
before  Judicial,  or  Aiunlcipal  Laws  were  made,  Kirrgs 
"  did  decide  Caufes  according  to  Natural  Equity, 
"  and  were  not  tied  to  any  Rule  or  Formality  of 
*'  Law,  but  did  Jura  dare  (a)  :  That  the  Command- 
*^  meat  Horicra  Patrem,  doutlefs  doth  extend  it 
"  felf  to  him  that  is  Pater  PatrU  "  (b)  :  That, 
to  this  Pater  Patria,  this  Sovereign  Prince  by  Birth, 
*'  a  true  and  faithful  Obedience  of  the  Subjeft  is 
due,  by  the  Law  of  Nature  ^  And  an  ^nciDent  ill* 
feparabU  to  cberp  Subject ;  for,  as  foon  as  %t  ii 
born  he  oweth,  by  Birtljrigljt,  Ligeance  and  O- 
bedience  to  his  Soveraign  "  (c)  :  And  that,  fuch 
as  Qje  fays)  is  without  L  mitation.  Condition,  Bounds,  or 
Refirve  ;  "  Ligeantia  Natural  is  fmllis  Claufiris  coerce  tur^ 
nulUs  Metis  refranatur,  nuUis  Finibus  premitur  (d)  : 
That  this  Allegiance  is  due  to  the  jiJatUral  j^cr- 


cc 

"  fonof  theliinj  (e)  ('wherefoever  he  is,  whether 
**  in  or  out  of  the  Kingdomj:  That  this  3LatD  of 


**  i^aturc  \$  part  of  X\it  llato  of  England  (f)  ;  where 
"  the  King   holdeth  the  Kingdom,  by  "JSirt^tijIjt 
inl)crtnt,    by    SDtfccnt    from    the   Blood    Royal  y 
whereupon  ^UCCCffioH  doth  attend  :   And  there- 


cc 
<c 
cc 

*'  fore,    it  is  ufually  faid,  to  t))t  Mw^,  IjijS  \$mi^ 
*'  anO  ^UCCCffejS  ^Wherein  Heirs  is  ftrft  named,  and 

€C 
CC 

<c 
cc 


Succcjfors  is  Attendant  upon  Heirs :  And  yet  (he 
proves  that)  inourancient  Books,  Succejfion  and  Sue- 
ctjfor  are  taken  ^ov  Hereditance  and  Heirs— :  Bul  thetE^i^ 
tic  is  bp  2?cfCEnt.  (ForExampU)  "  ByQueenEUzaheth's 
Death,  the  Crown  and  Ki;igdom  of  £77^/<«w^5?crCEnI)CD 

to 

(a)  Cain's  Reports  B.  7.  Poftnati.  Calvi'ns  Cafe,  6.  J»e.  t.-Fol. 
13.     {b)  Ibid.  Fil.    12.     (c)   Ibid.  Fol.  ^.    {d)  nU.  fol.  10.     (/) 

Ibid,    if)  Ibid.   Ftl.  II. 
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to  his  Majefty  (King  Jamcs^  though  then  out  oftheKingi- 
dcm):  "  and  he  was  fuUV  anD  abfoUltcIp  tljertb? 
*'  ISing,  without  any  Elfential  Ceremony,  or  Aft, 
''  to  be  done  ex  pofi  facio  •,  and  Coronation  is  but  a 
*'  Royal  Orname-nt,  and  outward  Solemnization  of 
"  the  Descent  {a)  :  "  That  fuch  "  Allegiance,  by 
**  the  Law  of  Nature,  xu'on  toa^  llOt  COUlD  It  altc- 
"  ret)  or  djangct)  ^  much  lefs  talcen  atoap  "  (b)  ^ 
nay  that  this  Natural  Allegiance  of  the  SubjeO:  to 
his  Soveraign,  by  Birth,  "  is  inljCrcut,  and  init- 
*'  paraMr,  and  cannot  be  rcfpltcD  "  (0- 

This  Quotation,  fromfo  great  an  jijfertor  of  the 
SuhjcUs  Frlvilcgcs  fand  in  a  Cafe  too,  which,  him- 
feif  tells  us,  was  "  as  elaborately,  fubftantially, 
and  judicioufly  argued,  as  ever  veas  any  "  (d) :  and 
which  has  this  peculiar  to  it ,  that  "  no  one 
£)pintDn,  in  all  our  Books,  i$  againft  t!)i!3  fllDj:: 
mcnt "  (e),  cannot  reed  an  Apology  ;  fince  it  has 
given  us  €o  clear  a  Light  into  the  La-:x>  of  Nature 
(by  which  Mankind  were  originally  governed),  in 
Relation  to  the  Fatcrnal^nd.  Regal  Authority  of  the 
Patrioi'chs.  Efpecially  fiace  certain  Englijl)  Sub' 
jc^s  have  the  Affu ranee  to  affirm  that  "  the 
*'  free  Choice,  Confent,  or  Reccgnition  of  a  Nation, 
*'  is  the  ^ro^er  Foundation  of  the  Rights  of  Princes 
"  (/),  &c.  and  That "  it  appears  in  Scripture,  thap 
"  Nothing,  in  Ordinary  Gales,  but  the  free  Choice^ 
*'  or  Recognition  of  a  People,  gives  a  juft  Right  to  a 
"  Prince  to  govern  them  "  (g)  ;  and  many  other 
fuch  like  Vnfcriftural  and  Vnlawful  Alter tions, 
equally  tending  to  poffefs  the  unwary  Reader,  with 
iNotions  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  Fundamen- 
tal Laws  of  any  Hereditary  Monarchy,  and  to  jufti- 


(a)  IbidFoL  lo  ir.  {h)  Ibid-  Fol-  13.  (c)  Ihtd.  Fsl.  7.  (d) 
Jhid.  3.  Fol.  (e)  Ibid,  Foh  28.  (f)  Whlfi,  Smff.  Palit.  p._8.  (^) 
Ibid.  Didit.  /».  Hi. 
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rhe  worft  Faft,  that  the  worft  of  Subefts  were 
x'ver  guilty  of.  Whereas  the  Clcray  of  our  Natio- 
nal Church  in  Convocation  affembled,  have  cenfu- 
red  this  as  a^r^^f  Error,  (4):  Nay  and  even  the  Peo- 
fle^s  own  Keprefentatives  in  Parliament,  will  be 
[found  upon  Examination  to  have  all  along; 
declared  exprefly  againft  fuch  Eefublican  Doctrines  ! 
Particularly,  in  or.e  of  our  lateft  Inftances,  after 
an  unnatural  IRckUion  and  IRcgiciDc,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  CrcIuGon  and  j^b juration  of  the  l^i^\)i 
^eir,  the  People  in  Convention  reprefentatively  affem- 
bled, confelfed  and  acknowledged  to  the  World,That 
**  it  can  no  way  be  doubted,  but  that  His  Alajefiy's 
*'  Right  and  Title  to  his  Crowns  and  Kingdoms  is, 
''  and  was,  every  w^  ccmfleatcd,  by  the  Death  of  his 
"  raoft  Royal  Father  UJitljOUt  the  Ceremony  or  Solemnity 
*'  of  a  Proclamation,  &c.  And  dierefore,  accOjDinj  tO 
"  X\t\l  SDutp  ant)  iaikjianCE,  they  unanimoully  de- 
**  clared  and  proclaimed,  That  immclJiatclp  upon 
"  the  Deceafe  oi—King  Charles  (the  Firft),  the  Im- 
^'  perial  Crown,  c~c.  did,  bp  513irtl;rigl)t  aiiDilaVofbl 
"  anD  iUnOOUbttD  ^UCCCfCon,  defcend  and  come  to 
**  King  Charles  the  Secotid,  as  being  lineally,  pfrly  and. 
**  la':vpdly  ^1%X  ^Cit  of  the  Blood  Royal,  (c)  &c.  "- — 
And  all  tJiis  too,  after  they  had  kept  this  f^tit 
I^CiCm.any  Years  in  C^iU  !  And  our  Church  too, 
in  tJie  Pormi  of  Prayer  compoled  on  thofe  Occafi- 
ons,  (^and  which  are  alfo  part  of  the  Law  of  the 
Land  even  at  this  Day  j  does  "  acknowledge  in  the 
*'  Prefence  of  Cod  himfelt.  That  the  King  was  hi- 
noccnt,  and  a  Bleffed  Martyr,  &c.  (notwithftanding 
all  tlie  Pcfery  and  Tyranny  and  Arbitrary  Power  the 
/?f/;f/j  cliarged  him  with  \  )  That  his  Son  was  his 
tlnDOUbtCD  l^Clr>and  our  then  mofl  Cr^oMw^OliCrcign, 

and 


{a)  OveraPt  Ctnvoc,   Lib,   j.  C.m,    2.     (^)    Prgiivi-    8.  Maj, 
I  66q. 
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*'  and  that  the  Throne  was  f)isi  Hijijt,   even  during 
*'  his  Exile  and  pretended  Attainder :  That  he  was 

*'  notG^?^/w,but  iRcftoKD  xo\)\$  oton  juftatir?  nnt)oubt= 

*'  eD  Kigbtal  ^  and  as  fuch  from'-feth  all  L')yal  and  Dw 
*'  tiful  Allegiance  to  the  prefent  King,  ariD  tO  IjijS 
"  ^^elrjS  after  Ijim  (^)  "  :  Nay,  and  i^s  it;not  mani- 
feft,  that  every  one,  who  has  obtained  the  Pot- 
feffion  of  this  Crown  (whether  by  Right^  as  King 
Edward  the  Fourth^  or  by  Vfurfation^  as  Henry  the 
Fourth^  and  others)  has  always  made  his  Vretenfion 
to  it,  as  the  Next  Lawful  Heir^  and  as  fuch  pre- 
tended to  afcend  the  d^one  of  \\$  0ncefto?!S  i  How 
th.'Q.n  is  all  this  fjyfocrify  before  Cody  ^nd  Prevari- 
cation with  Men,  to  be  accounted  for,  if  after  all 
this  Solemnity,  the  Throne  be  denied  to  be  Heredi- 
tary ?  And  what  Colour  is  there  for  any  one  to 
lay,  that  the  Right  of  Princes,  depends  upon  the 
Choice^  Confenty  or  Recognition  of  the  People  ?  So  di- 
reftly  contrary  to  all  the  Authorities  of  Scripture 

Hiftory,  Law,  and  right  Reafon  ! —But,  to  proceed. 

During  the  Egyptian  Bondage,  Alofes  was  railed 
up  by  the  l^rd  (/;),  to  be  a  Prince  and  Deliverer  to 
the  Ifraelites  ^  whole  Government  was  originally  ^o- 
tiardjical,  from  the  time  that  they  firft  became  a 
Kation :  For  Mofes  was  King  in  Jefurun,  even  when 
the  Heads  of  the  People,  and  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael  were 
gathered  together :  And  that  he  was  ^bfolutt,  and 
accountable  to  none  for  his  Adminifiration,  but  to  God 
cnly,  the  facred  Records  in  many  Inftances  do 
plainly  prove.  For  his  SDitfnc  JRigljt,  and  M- 
follltE  0lltl)Otitp,  were  remarkably,  alterted  by  God 
himlelf,  even  againft  his  own  Brethren  and  Sijhr,  for 
but    Murmuring    againft   him  ^    Wherefore   were  ye 

not 


ya)   See  the  Forms  for  -^o  "Janunry,  atid    29  ALiiy,         {U)   Exod, 
>V/.  10,        (f)  Diiiter.     Kxx.'ii.  5,  (d)  Ntmk.  xii.  8, 
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\iot  afraid  (faid  tlie  Lvrd  to  Aaron  ?.\ A  Aliriamyto  fpcalC 
[igainfl  my  Servant  Mofes  ?  A^id  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
was  kindled  againfi  them  (a). 

I  But  nioft  exemplary  was  the  Punifhment  of 
\)^  Corah^  Dathany  and  Abiram,  and  their  Adherents, 
jbr  feditioufly  Hefiflin^-,  and  IxcbtUillJ  againft  the 
:ame  Authority  :  And  that  too  (as  a  late  Learned 
Divine  oblerved)  "  upon  the  Cowmen  Grounds  of 
'  fuch  things,  viz..  Vfurpation  upon  the  People's 
i'  Rights,  Arbitrary  Government,  and  \\\  Man.-.gement 
j*  of  Aifairs  "  (^).  Keither  were  thefe  Patriots  or 
Ajfertors  of  the  (  (BOOD  £DID)  CauCe  Of  ILibertp 
;ontent  with  KcbcUioll  againft  yt/?/"£'.f,  their  Laxv- 
mI  prince,  but  they  alfo  prefumed  to  Invade,  Vfurf^ 
uid  Intrude  upon  the  Sacred  Office  of  Aaron  the 
High-Tricfl  ^  thougli  'tis  certain,  that  "  whoever 
■'  fet  up  for  being  Patrons  of  Liberty  iliould,  at  the 
^  lame  time,  fet  up  for  Patrons  of  Religion  ^  for  o- 
'  therwife  the  more  Liberty  we  hive,  the  more 
'  Danger  we  ihall  be  in  of  being  undone  "  (c).  Up- 
3n  which,  Adofes,  as  he  was  Commanded,  by  the 
Lord,  fpake  unto  all  the  Congregation  of  the  Peo- 
ple, faying,  Depart,  Ifrrty  you,  from  the  Tents  of  thefe 

Wicked  Men,  and  tcucl)  noftina  of  tl)cirs^  Uft  JC  bc 
confumcn  in  all  tlicit  ^ing  (^) !  For  fuch  is  the  hei- 
lous  Nature,  and  Coutagirn,  of  thofe  Sins  of 
^Rebellion  and  ^cl;ifm,  that  tiie  Deflruclion  of  the 
A^crs  alone  was  not  a  ilifficient  Attonement  for  it: 
But,  as  every  one  of  their  Adherents  was,  in  re- 
Ipeft  of  Alofes,  a  lH.ebcl,  and  in  refpe^t  of  Aaron, 
a  ^djifmaticlJ,  whoever  joined  with,  or  any  way 
ajfifled,  or  countenanced  them  in  theii'  Sins,  was  there- 
by liable  to  (liatt  tl)t  punifljmcut :,  and  the  more 
eifcdually  to  deter  us  tirom  the  like  Guilt,  we  find^ 

E  that 


(<i)    Nwnb.  .v.'V.  8,9.     (h)  StlUtngft.  Scrm.  ^o    liinu/iry   j66S. 
f.H'      (f)  Willis f  5   Ntfv,  173$  f-  IS-       (d)  ^^i^b'  xvi.  ?6. 
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that  Cod  Almighty  wrought  a  Miracle  to  deflroy  them,' 
For  the  Ground  clave  afujider^  that  was  under  them, 
and  the  Earth  opened  her  Mouth,  and  fwallowed  them  uf, 
and  their  Houfes,  and  all  tljC  ^Ctl  tt)at  appertain* 
CD  unto  Corah,  and  all  their  Goods  :  Ihey  and  all  ttjat 
appcrtaintl)  to  tljem,  we7it  down  alive  into  the  Tit,  and 
the  Earth  clofcd  upon  them  j   and  they  ferlped  from  a- 

tnongj}  the  Congregation .    And  there  came  out  a  Fire 

from  the  Lord,  and  confumed  the  250  Men,  that  offered 
Incenfe  (a).  And  for  the  better  Remembrance  there- 
of, their  Cenfers  were  preferved,  to  he  a  Aiemorialy 
that  no  fetranjcr,  which  is  not  of  the  Seed  of  Aaron, 
come  near  to  offer  Jncenfe  before  the  Lord,  'SCljat  IjC  be 

not  m  Corah  antJ  ag  Ijisi  Company  —  •,  when  they 
/ro-y^  agai'nft  tbe  llO^D.  (b).  Forfothey  may  juftly 
be  faid  to  do,  who  throw  off  thofe  Obligations  of 
Allegiance  which  God  and  Nature  have  bound  them 
in,  and  bind  themfelves  in  others  of  their  own  In- 
venting. Nay,  when  others  of  the  People  prefum^ed, 
the  next  Day,  but  to  Murmur  againft  Mofes  and 
Aaron,  for  the  Lofs  of  their  Brethren,  14700  more 
of  them  were  deftroyed  by  a  Tlague  (c).  So  that 
*'  let  the  Tretences  be  never  lb  popular,  the  Terfons 
*'  never  fo  great  and  famous  ^  nay,  though  they 
"  were  of  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation,  yet  we 
^*  lee  God  doth  not  abate  of  his  Severity  upon  any 
*'  of  thele  Confide  rations  "  (d). 

Thus  was  the  Divine  Authority  and  Ahfolute  Irre- 
fiji:ble  Power  of  Mofes  (not  to  fay  any  more  ofAarony 
unqueflionably  proved  :  "  And,  lefl:  this  iliould 
*^  be  thought  an  Extraordinary  Cafe,  ^OfesJ  and 
**  0aron  be-ng  Extraordinary  Verfons,  immediately 
"  appointed  by  God,  and  governed  by  his  imm€- 
**  diate   Direftion,    the   Apoi^le    St.  ^ude  alledges 

this 


(«J  Uuy/ib.  xvi.  3  o,  5cc.       (h)  — — —  xxvi,  9.  "  xvi.  40 - 

{c)  _—  xvi.  49«        U)  Scillingfleec  ul/i  Su^r.  p.  54. 
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this  Example  agaiiift  thofe  in  his  Days,  who 
were  turbulent  and  faftious,  roho  deffifed  Domi- 
nions, and  /pake  evil  of  Dignities ,  that  they 
fhould  perijh  in  the gainfaylng  0/ Corah, (4)  which  he 
could  ;iot  have  done,  had  not  this  Example  (as 
the  late  Dr.  Sherlock  once  well  obferved)  exten- 
ded to  all  Ordinary,  as  well  as  Extraordinary- 
Cafes  ^  had  it  not  been  a  lading  Teftimony  of 
God'^s  Difpleafure,  agalnft  all  thofe,  who  op- 
*  pole  themfelves  againft  the  Sovereign  Vowers*\y). 

And  as  Mofes  was  the  firft  Lawgiver  or  Wri' 
er  of  Lams,  in  the  World,  let  us  fee  how  his  Laws, 
[or  rather  thofe  of  God  pronounced  by  him)  agreed 
with  the  Law  of  Nature,  upon  this  Subjeft. 

It  liappened  that  Zelophehad  (ene  of  the  Princes 
3f  the  Half  Tribe  of  Manajjeh)  had  no  Sons,  but 
Daughters  :  And  thefe  (grounding  their  Plea  upon 
::he  Law  of  Nature)  fuQd  unto  Mofes  tor  their  Fa- 
ther's Inheritance  (for  the  Land  was  divided  by  31  III)  C^ 
ritance) ;  Our  Father  (laid  they)  died  in  the  Wildernefsy 
land  he  was  not  in  the  Company  of  them,  that  gathered 
\themfelves  together  agaiuft  tljC  ilOtU,  in  the  Company 
\cf  Corah,  but  died  in  his  own  Sin,  and  had  no  Sons  ^ 
why  (liould  the  Name  of  our  Father  be  done  away  (c)  ?  drc. 
Where,  by  the  way,  we  may  oblersre,  that  the  whole 
People  were  made  fenfible,  by  the  Dreadful  Judg- 
ment of  God  upon  Rebels,  that  Refifting  Mofes 
and  Aaron,  was  a  IRtbcUifin  asainit  (£ot)  himfelf, 
from  whom  they  received  their  Authority  \  and 
that  they,  and  every  one  that  was  in  their  Companyy 
had  thereby  forfeited  Gc£s  Favour,  as  well  as  the 
Right  to  their  Inheritance.  Therefore  they  plead, 
that  their  Father  was  not  in  the  Company  of  Corah  ; 
and  thereupon,  Mofes  brought  their  Caufe  before  the 
1.01  d  {a). 

E  2  Upon 


(a)   Judc  II.     {b)  C.tfe  ofReflJi.  p.  7.     (f)  Numk.  xxvi  -H'-^ 
J3.— — Jfx/v.  xi,  i^umb,  xx-Jii,  3.    id)  Uimb,  nxvii.  5. 
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Upon  this  Gcoilion  therefore  (as  a  Celebrated 
Mdern  argues  in  another  Cafi)  (a)  ,"  we  havQ 
''  the  jufteft  Reafon  to  expeft  to  know  the  Thoughts 
"  of  Almighty  G'o^  concerning  '  l^erfUttarp  Kigljt. 
And' what  were  they  ?  Why,  the  Lord  did  not  only 
adjudge  that  Caufe  in  favour  of  thefe  Daughters 
(yfhk-h.  might  upon  Occalion  be  a  ftrong  and  in- 
conteftable  Authority  agair.f^  the  Sal.'cue  law  in 
France-')  but  made  it  a  Statute  of  Judgment  (or  |3cr= 
:^zr.Xi^X  ^L?^y)) 'iAym-^^  Jf  a  Man  d;e,  and  have  nO  ^Olt 
(which,  by  the  way.  h  an  Admiiiion  that  the  ^OU 
had  -a  j^aniral  If^igijt  to  his  jfatljefsi  3nl)eritancE) 

then  ye  JJ;ali    caufe,  his  Inheritance    to  pafs   unto   h's 

Daughter*,    and  if  he  have  no  Daughter,  then  unto 

his  Brethren  •,  and'  if  he  have  no  Brethren,  then  — — 
vnto  h's  ■  Father's  Brethren  •-  and  if  his  Father  have  no 

Brethrpn^    then' --unto  hlskxXiimm  tit)at  10  WtXX  tO 

t)tm  of 'iols   Family  J  arid  he  flmll  popfs  it  (^). 

Here  we  fee  Almighty  God  taking  Occafion  (as  the 
]aft  qnott'd  j^afW  .expreffes  it)  to  confirm  the 
Laxo  of  Nature,  in-reipect  of  Inheritances.  And  to 
'fhew  us,  that  it  is  not  in  our  Power,  to  invert 
the  'Order  of  Nature j-  or  (as  it  is  in  the  Title  of  the 
Chapter)  that  the  jfitMotn  i<  TiOt  tO  ht  DlGnljCritCD  i 
%ipcn"^ribatc  Affection,  this  other  Law  was  added  1 
^y  th'i  '  T^ordj  If  a  Man  have  trvo  Wives,  one  Beloved 

and  a.:' other  Hated,  and  thex  have  born  him  Children : 

And  if  the  Firft-born  Son  be  hers  that  was  Hated,  then 
itflcJl'he,  when  he  maketh  his  Sons  to  gnljerit  that  which 
■hehath^  that  he  may  not  n^ahe  the  Son  of  the  Beloved 
'Firft-born,  before  the  Son  of  the  Hated,  which  is  in- 
deed the  Firft-born,  for,  as  it  is  in  the  old  Mar- 
gin, Sx}h\\t  tlie  &on  of  t\t  ^atttJ  Utct^) :  But  he 

fliaU  acknowledge    the  Son  of  the   Hated  for  the  Firfl- 
born,  by  giving  him  a  Double   Portion   of  all    that 

that 


'(a)  ^^/•.  Ben.  HoadkyV  Ser7r..  at  Henf.M<?/:  22.  1707.     {b) 
Nam,?.  XXV:;'.   8- 
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^hat  he  hath  ^  For  fthis  Reafon,  that)  he  is  the 
Begiiuiing  of  his  Strength,  the  IRigljt  of  tf)t  JfirCt« 
born  is  his  {a). 

jSIow  this    Law  (fays  a    Learned  Author^  "  was,"' 
and   ftill  is,  grounded,    i .  Oii  God's  exprefs  Com- 
mand^  and  fo  it  is  a  "judicial  Law  of  God:   2.  On 
Natural  Reafon,    and  fo  it  becomes  a  Poftive  Law 
of  Nature,  obliging    all  Nations,   at    all  Times, 

to  the  Obfervation  of  it .    By  this  Law,  (as 

my  Author  proceeds^  "  it  is  undeniably  evident, 
"  that  the  Jirfl'bo^lX  fhould  ever  be  the  j^tir  of  fjiis 
Jfatljcr,  wlierher  the  faid  Firfi-born  were  Good 
or  Bad,  beloved  or  Hated.  And  the  Reafon, 
which  6'(7^_^/'y(?/ for  that  Law  is  this,  Scilicet,  he^-^ 
cau(e  the  Firft-born  is  the  Beginning  of  his  Fa- 
tlier's  Strength  \  and  therefore,  the  Right  of  his  Firfl^ 
born  is  his  \  that  is  to  fay,  the  Right  of  Inheritance 
'  is  his.  So  that  this  Law  of  Inheritance  by  Vrimoge" 
'*'  ntture  is  not  only  a  Tofitive  and  'judicial  Law, 
*'  made  by  God  binding  the  People  of  the  Jews  : 
''  But  it  is  alfo  a  Moral  Law  founded  on  Natural 
*'  Realbn  •,  and  therefore  is  for  ever  obligatory, 
''  an  i  at  all  times  binds  all  Nations  to  oblerve  and 
*'  keep  it.  For,  if,  among  the  Jews,  the  Firft-born 
'*  was  therefore  to  Inherit,  beciAufe  he  was  the 
''  Beginning  of  his  Father  s  Strength :  Then  by  the 
^*  f  ime  Force  of  Reafon ,  ought  all  Firfl-born 
*'  Sons,  of  all  Menwhatfoever,  to  inherit  their  Fa- 
^'  ther's  Subftance,  becaufe  they  all  are  the  Begin- 
*'  ning  of  their  Father^  Strength'^  And  therefore  f/;tf 
*'  /?/^feAo/"Inheritance /j  theirs''^  (c). 

Agreeably  to  which,  that  Eminent  Lawyer  above 
quoted,  applies  all  to  the  K'm^Aom  01  England,  2Lr' 
gulng  from  Ariftotle,  That  "  whatever  is  founded 

"  upon 


(a)  Dcut.  x::i.  i  J.&C.     {b)  DiUt.  xxi.  17.  {<:)  Jmntr^  Prc- 

rog.  of  Primog.  p.  27. 
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"  upon  the  Lotp  of  Nature,  hath  the  fame  Autho- 
**  rity  amongft  all  Men  "^  wherewith  (he  obferves) 
our  Lawyers  agree,  for  this  Reafon,  "  tor  that  God. 
"  and  Nature  is  one  to  all,  and  therefore  the  L^w 
*'  of  Cod  and  Nature  is  one  to  all  "  (^). 

This  Law  of  31nt)efcafil)U  i^ctetiitarp  3Rtgl)t,or  Law 
of  Inheritance  (as  he  calls  itj  Mr.  Whifion  Owns  to 
be  *'  certainly  a  plain  and  clear  Law,  relating  to 
"  the  Affairs  of  Private  Families  among  the  Jews  ; 
^'  But  how  this  belongs  to  the  Affairs  of  Tuhlick  Go^ 
*■*'  lernment,  or  Succeffion  of  KingSy  or  Vrinces,  he 
"  does  not  lee  "  (^).  But  if  he  pleafes  to  open  his 
Eyes  and  obferve,  that  this  Law  is  given  in 
General  Terms,  and  compare  it  with  the  Judgment 
pronounced  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Daughters  of  Zelophe' 
had  (laft  mentioned^  who  was  a  Publick  Per/on,  he 
will  find  no  juft  Ground,  to  diftlnguiih  in  this  Cafe, 
between  Publick  and  Private  Inheritances  ^  always  re- 
membring  this  Maxim,  th  it,  where  the  Law  it  felf 
does  not  difiinguijlj,  we  have  no  jiuthority  to  make  a  Di- 
fiinUiott.  But  in  anfwer  to  this  Objefticn,  and  to 
put  it  out  of  all  Queftion,  the  Divine  newly  quoted, 
argues  thus.  ^'  \f  Succeffion  and  Inheritance  be  efta- 
*f  blifhed  upon  the  Firfi-horn  in  private  Families, 
f*  becaufe  of  his  Primogeniture  ;  Then,  by  the  fame 
^'  Law,  the  Right  of  Inheritance  and  of  Succeffion 
*'  unto  the  Crown  is  for  ever  fettled  upon  the 
"  Firfi-horn  of  Kings.  For,  the  Firji-horn  of  Kings 
*'  are  the  Beginning  of  their  Royal  Father  s  Strength  : 
**  And  theretore,  the  Right  of  the  Firft-horn,  that  is 
*'  to  fay,  the  Right  of  Inheritance  and  of  Succeffion  to 
*'  their  Father's  Throne,  is  theirs  "  (c).  And  a 
much  greater  than  he,  even  our  Blejfed  Saviour 
himfelf,  in  anfwer  to  Ptlate^  Queilion,  j4rt  thou 
a  King  ?  Anfwered,  Thou  fttyefi  that  I  am  a  King  :  To 

this 


(*)  Coke.CalvinV  Cafe  Fol.  12.  (l>)  S.rl^t,  PiUt.f.  12,  20.  {{) 
?CTr».Prerog.  of  Primog  f .  28. 
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this  End  was  I  toin  (^),  &c.  thereby  intimating, 
that  his  Right  to  his  Father's  Kingdom  was  by 
Birth  and  Primogeniture.  But  after  this  1  muft  own 
my  felf  to  be  perfeftly  at  a  Lofs,  to  underftand, 
what  our  Scripture  Politician  means  by  fliying,  that 
this  Lam  of  Inheritance  never  "  appears  to  have 
'*  been  ordained  by  Godj  nor  approved  by  him, 
*'  but  the  contrary  :  And  that  we  find  no  fuch  Law 
"  o'i  Hereditary  Succefion,  about  the  State  of  the  Civil 
*'  Power,  among  the  Jews,  but  many  which  make 
**  greatly  againft  it  "  (b)  ! 

Now,  the  Double  Portion  was  not  the  only  Right 
of  the  Flrft-born  •,  for,  we  find,  as  Bijliop  Babington  has 
juftly  obferved,    "  That    the  Prehemlnence    of  the 
"  5151ttl)rigljt    was    this,    Hahebant  Jus  Sacerdotii   & 
"  Rcgni  in  tamilia,  &c.  they  were  ^^eftS  ant)  !Sing;i 
"  in  the  Family  after  the  Fatlier's  Death  :    They 
**  had  a  Preheminence  above  the  reft  in  the  Divi- 
''  lion  of  the  Father's  Inheritance  :  They  fucceeded 
"  the    Father   in  all  Dignity,  Principdity,    and  Ho- 
*'  nour  :They  h.'&.d.  Authority  over  their  younger  Brethr^n^ 
*'  ft  that  they  rofe  z/p  at  their  Prefence,  and  mini" 
*'  flred  to  them"  (c)  &c.  And  all  this  agreeable  to  the 
ExpreJfion  of  the  infpired  Patriarch  Iflxac,  where, 
Ipeaking  as  to  the  Firfi-born,   he  fays,    Be  ILo?D  over 
thy  Brethren,    and    let  thy  Mother  s  Sons  bow  down  to 
thee  (d)  ;   which  a  Learned  Modern  calls   "  ftrl£tly 
**  and  direftly  the  Jus  Primogeniti,  the  Right  of  the 
**  FirJI-born  "  {e).     And  fo  llkewiie,  when  the  fame 
Patriarch  confirmed  that  Alienation  of  the  Birthright 
to  Jacob,  he  fays  to  Efau,  rheii  in  the  Peifon  of  Sie 
Tounger,    I  have  made  him  thy  Lord,  and  all  his  Brcthrui 
have  I  given  to  him  for  Servants  (f)  ;  which  futficient- 
\y  manifefts  the  Prerogative  of  Primogeniture. 

In 

(<»)  St.  Job-  xviii.  .37.     (^)  Scr-ft.  PoUt.  p.  8,  i6.    (c)  Babing- 
.  ton* s  IVorh,  fol.  109.     (d)  Gen.xxvii-  2^.     (f)  Bibl.&il>.  />-584» 
(/)   Gtn.KXvii.  37. 
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In  the  Cafe  of  the  Stubborn  and  RebelUow  Son,  tho'^ 
upon  the  Complaint  of  his  Parents  to  the  Magi- 
firatesy  he  was  to  be  fioned  to  Death  by  the  People  (a) : 
Yet  we  do  not  find,  that  any  of  them  could  (£;c* 
cltltic  or  ^tp;ibc  him  of  his  Birthright,  or  the  Pre- 
heminence  thereof^  no,  not  even  tho' he  had  been 
an  Hater  of  Right  and  Righteoufnefs  ;  as  we  ihall  lee 
more  at  large  by  and  by. 

■.  After  thefe,  we  find  another  Law  made,  for  the 
better  Prefervation  o^  Inheritancesyin.  the  Family  and 
Kame  of  the  Firfi-bom,  That  if  Brethren  live  toge^ 
ther,  and  if  one  of  them  die  and  have  no  Child,  the  Wife 
t)f  the  Dead  fhall  not  marry  without  mto  a  Stranger  : 
Her  Husband's  Brother  (or,  as  it  is  in  the  Margin,  his 
^Cjt  iSinfnian)  pall  go  in  unto  her,    and  take  her  to 

him  to  Wife  ; j4nd  it  JIjoII  be,  that  the  Firft-born^ 

which  jlie  beareth,  jliall  fuGceed,  in  the  Name  of  his  Bro->- 
ther  which  is  dead,  that  his  Name  be  net  put  out  of  II* 
rael  (^)  — .  Which  Law  is  alfo  explained  by  that 
Queftion  of  the  Sadducees  to  our  Saviour,  m  the 
Gofpel  (c)  ^  fo  that,  it  is  plain,  the  firfl,  fecond^ 
third,  and  other  Brothers  married  the  Widow  fuccef^ 
'fvely,  one  after  another,  according  to  their  |3?,io^itf 
ijf  iSirtl),  to  keep  up  the  Karrie  and  Honour  of  the 
Firfl-born.  Nay,  and  our  Saviour  himfelf  has  af- 
iirmed  the  Natural  Right  of  Primogeniture,  ia  his  Pa- 
Table  of  the  Prodigal  Son  :  Where,  in  the  firft  Place, 
he  Ipeaks  generally  of  a  certain  Man  (to  iliew 
that  it  was  not  peculiar  to  the  '^ews,  but  the 
Common  Cafe  of  rf//  Men),  and  then   fays  in  the 

Peribn  of  the  Father  to  the  Eldcfv  Son, Son,  thou 

art  ever  with  me,  and  all  tijat  3B  latie  Ig  %\}mt  (d)  -, 
that  is,  by  Right  of  Birth,  as  my  Eldcfh  Son. 

As 


{d)  Deut.xxl.  1 8.     {b)   Dcut.  xxv.  5.     (c)   St.  Matt,  xx'ii.  i^^, 
SttMarkxli.  19.  St,  Luke xx.  28.    (d)  St.  Luke  xv.  11,  3I' 
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As  to  ^inj^,  more  particularly,  the  Lord  "  fbre- 
leeing,  that  the  Jews  would  in  time,  grow  weary 
of  his  Government,  makes  Provifion  in  their 
Law  for  fetting  up  a  Kuig  "  {a)  :  Where  we  may 
note,'  that  he  prefers  Kingly  Govmimcin  he  fort  any 
ether  ^  becaufe  he  did  not  make  Provifion  for  Arifio' 
cracyj  or  Democracy,  or  any  other  Form  (which  their 
Law  makes  no  Allowance  for),  but  A-Lnarthy  only.  Nor 
did  he  fuiiier  the  People  to  meddle,  or  co  icern  them- 
felves  at  all  in  the  Eleftio  1 :,  but  referved  the 
Choice  tliereof  wholly  to  himfelf,  as  his  own  Frero- 
gative,  and  commanded  them  to  fubmic  them fe Ives 
therein  only  to  his  S^ititlt  :3ppointmrnt  ^  iayins. 
When  thou  art  come  unto  the  Land  which  the  Lord  thy 
Cod  giveth  thee,  and ^nilt  pojfefs  it,  and  flhilt  dwell  there- 
in, and  Jhalt  fay,  I  will  fet  a  King  oz'er  me,  like  as  all  the 
Nations  that  are  about  me  :  TJjcu  (halt  in  any  wife  fet 

him  !^ingr  cwr  thee,  tolioiu  tlic  §io?D  t\)V  <JDoti  flialt 
Cl)00fe  ;  one  from  among  thy  Brethren /Jj/r/f  thou  fet  King 
over  thee  -,  thou  may  ft  not  fet  a  Stranger  o^jcr  thee  ivhicb 
is  not  thy  Brother  (b). 

And)  here  we  may  perceive  an  evident  Diftin- 
fliion  made  between  Choofwg  a  Kihgj  which  God 
relerves  to  himfelf,  and  fetting  'up  a  Kin^  over 
the  People  when  {o  Chofen,  which  latter  Power  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  had  indeed,  but  not  the  for- 
mer :,  it  being  God^  Sole  Prerogative  CEligtrr,  the 
People's  Duty  UtCO^tTOffcrc.  And  this  Diftini^ion  is 
clearly  expounded  by  the  Judicious  Hooker  \  fome 
of  whofe  Words  may  not  te  improper  to  be  here 
inferted.  "  Heaps  of5cr//>rzrrf  (liiirhhe)  are  felcft- 
*'  ed  concerning  the  Solemn  Coronation  oc  Inau- 
*'  gu ration  of  Saul,  David,  Solomon  and  others, 
'*  by  Kobles,  Ancients,  and  the  People  of  the 
"  Common  Wealth  of  Ifrael ;  As  if  thefe  Solem-  " 
F  "  nities 


(-)  Sherl.  Cafeof  Jlefift.f.  21.         {1}  DtuT.x^jli.  14. 
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nities  were  a  kind  of  Deed,  whereby  the  Right 
of  Dominion  is  given.  Which  ftrange^  untrue^  and 
unuittural  Conceits  are  fet  abroad  by  Seed-Men  of 
Rebellion  only  to  animate  Unquiet  Spirits,  and 
to  feed  them  with  Poffibilities  of  afpiring  unto 
the  Thrones,  if  they  can  win  the  Hearts  of 
the  People,  whatfoever  Hereditary  Title  any  other 
before  them  may  have.  I  fay,  thele  Vnjuft  and 
Jnfolent  Pofitions  I  would  not  mention,  were  it 
not  thereby  to  make  the  Countenance  of  Truth 
more  Orient.  For  unlefs  we  will  openly  pro- 
claim Defiance  unto  all  Law,  Equity,  and  Reafon, 
we  muft  (for  there  is  no  other  Remedy)  ac- 
knowledge, that  in  Kingdoms  Hereditary,  Birth 
giveth  Right  unto  Sovereign  Dominion,  and  the 
Death  of  the  PredecelTor  putteth  the  Succeffor 
by  Blood  in  Seifui :  Thofe  publick  Solemnities 
before  mentioned,  do  either  ferve  for  an  open 
Teftification  of  the  Inheritor^ s  Right,  or  belong 
to  the  Form  of  inducing  ot  him  into  Poffeffion 
of  that  thing  he  hath  Rigjot  unto.  Therefore,  in 
cafe  it  does  happen,  that,  without  Right  O'  Blood, 
a  Man,  in  fuch  wife  be  fojjcffed,  all  thefe  new 
Ele^ions^  and  Inveftings  are  utterly  void;  they 
make  him  no  Tndefeafible  Eftate,  the  BEnljttitOJ  bp 
IBIooD  map  nifj^olTefss  Mm  asi  «n  Hfurpcr  "  {a). 

.  This  Diftinftion  being  well  obferved,  will  help 
us  the  better  to  underftand  the  Scripture  Phrafe 
concerning  the  Inftitution  o'i  Kings.  For,  though  we 
do  Ibmetimes  read,  that  the  Teofle  made  fuch  an 
one  Krf7g^  we  muft  not  apprehend,  that  they  were 
the  Original  of  Regal  Power,  or  that  the  Kingdom  was 
Elellive :  Bnt  only  that  they  ovpned  or  recogniz,ed 
him  as  a  Kin^  of  God's  making;  for  fo  were  the  three 
firfi  of  their  Kings   exprcily  fet  over  them.    But 

when 


(«)  Ecclef,  Pglity.  B.  viif. 
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when  that  immediate  Defignation  of  their  Kings 
from  God  himfelf  was  to  ceafe,  and  the  Kingly  Co^ 
vernment  letled  in  the  Houle  of  [/w^^/?,  according  to  , 
Jacob's  Prophefy  (<i)  then  was  the  Kingdom  to  be- 
come f^crcDitarp  •,  As  appears  from  the  Conclufion 
of  thole  Provifonal  Precepts  for  the  King  that   ihould 

hefet  over  them,  viz,.    That  he  may  prolong  his 

J)ays  in  his  Kingdom^  \l  anb  l)fS  (H^illircn,  in  the  midft 
<?/Ifrael  (b).  Agreeable  to  which  is  that  Obfervation 
of  the  Jews^  that  "  it  was  necefTary  to  Anoint 
*'  the  firfi:  of  a  Family  that  was  advanced  to  a 
*'  Kingdom  ^  but  it  was  not  necefifery  to  Anoiai 
"  his  Children  that  fucceeded  him  "'  (c). 

Thus  much  of  the  Laws  of  God,  pronounced,  and 
recorded  by  A^ofes.  And  we  do  accordingly  find, 
that  in  all  the  Regular  Succeffwns^  as  well  among  God's 
People,  as  among  the  Nations,  the  Royal  Dignity 
delcended  by  ^;io^itp  of  iBirt^  and  ^^Ojimitp  of 
3I5I00U,  according  to  the  Law  of  Mature  :  Except 
only  in  Cafes,  where  the  Lineal  Sncceffion  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  exprefs  y4ppointment  and  Revelation  of 
Cod  himfelf-^  for  other  wile  it  was  difowned  by  God 
as  a  Violation  of  his  Laws,  and  no  other  than  a 
meer  Vfurpation  ^  as  will  be  feen  in,  the  proper 
Places. 

As  to  what  Mr.  Whifion  sffinns  of  the  Appoint- 
ment of  the  feventy  Elders  or  Magiftratcs,  that  "  it 
*^'  was  doae  by  the  free  Choice  of  the  People,  &c.  "  (d\ 
his  own  Book  may  confute  him  ^  where  he  acknow- 
ledges, That  it  was  neither  done  by  the  Authority 
of  the  People,  nor  ot  Jethro,  nor  of  Mofcs :  But 
"  when  Jethro  adviled  Mofes,  to  make  Judges,  it  was 
"  only  on  Suppofition,  that  God  fhould  command 
"  him  accordingly  "  (f).    Nay,  and  the  very  Texts 

F  2  too 


(<»,)  Cc».  xlix.   10.     (i^)  Dtut.   xviL  2c.     (c)  PatrlJi  «w  I  S*m. 
•vv/.  12.    (d)  Serif t.  VtUt,  p.  16,17.     {e)  litid  />.  7. 
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too  which  himfelf  has  quoted  in  the  Margin,  to. 
make  good  his  Afiertion,  do,  indeed,  prove  the 
quite  contrary.  For,  as  it  was  Jethro's  Advice  to 
Mcfes,  Thou  jlmlt  provide  out  of  all  the  People  able 
Mc?!,  &c.  and  place  [uch  over  them  (/r),  &c.  lb  we 
read,  that  it  was  not  the  People,  but  Mofes  chofe — 
and  made  them  Heads,  &c.  l^hat  the  Lord  commanded 
him  to  make  the  Eledion.  and  he  made  .it,  accor- 
dingly :  And  all  that  the  P^op/c  did,  or  were  requi- 
red to  do,  was  to  fa}0ify  therafelves  againft  the  Day 
that  was  appointed,  for  Alofes  to  make  the  Ele- 
ftion,  r.s  -the  Lord  had  commanded  him  (Ji),  And 
what  if  "  here  no  Right  of  Families,  or  of  Primo- 
**  gen'.ture  can  be  at  all  pretended  "*'  (c)  ?  was  the 
Hereditary  Succc^;on  of  Inferiour  M^giftr^fes  ever 
contended  for  ?  And  thefe  'tis  plain  were  no  other; 
for  the  Supreme  Power  remained  ftill  in  Mofes,  to 
whom  the  Final  Appeal  ky  in  all  Treat  Matters  (d^. 
But  J^(?/a  being  forewarned  of  his  Death,' and 
in  his  Wifdom  forefeing,  that  thefe  Elders  or 
Magiftrates,  though  there  were  Seventy  of  them, 
could  not  be  able  to  go  thorow  with  the  great 
Work,  nor  retain  the  People  in  due  Obedience, 
without  the  fupport  of  a  Supreme  Gcvcrnour,  pre- 
fented  this  Petition  to  the  Lord,  to  fct  ^  ^au  over 
the  Ccngregaiicn,  which  may  go  out  before'  them,  and 
which  may  go  in  before  them,  ivhtch  may  lead  the?n  out, 
and  which  may  bring  them  in,  that  the  Congregation 
of  the  Lord,  he  tiot  as  Sheep  which  have  no  Shepherd  (e). 
And  thereupon  the  Lord  appointed  Jofliun  to  fucceed 
him  .-  Not  by  any  Choice  or  Nomination  of  the  Peo- 
ple, but  upon  the  immediate  Defignaticn  o^  the  Lord 
himfelf,  and    by    the    mediate    Authority  of  Mofcs ; 

whom 


{a)  txod.  x-jii'i.  21.  (i)  —  verf.  25".   Numb.xi.   16.  Denter, 

A  13,  15,    — jfW.  j8.   tJumbix';.  18.       {c]  Whifi.  Script.  Polit.p 
17.         (^)  Exod.xviii,  22.         (?)  Numk.xxvii.  i6. 
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whom  the  Lord  commanded,  to  lay  his  Hand  upon 
him,  and  toj^ive  him  a  Charge  ^  and  to  put  Jome  of  his 
Honour  upon  hiniy  that  all  the  Congregation  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Hrael  might  be  Obedient  (a).  And  fo  fitr  were 
the  People  thQu^  from  claiming  itastheir  ^/^i;f,  byany 
Pretence  of  an  ^D^jinal  Contract,  to  chufe  their  ow]i 
RulerSjOV  to  cramp  their  Authority  with  ilimitati- 
0110,  that  we  find  them  ready  to  hearken  unto  him,  and 
to  do  as  the  Lord  commanded  Mofes  (d).  Nor  did  they 
centeiit  themfelves,  withpromihugan  ^bfolutt  atlD 
ilncont)itional£DbeLiicnct  to  his  Commands  in  all  tijtngs, 
but  further  declared,  that  they  would  put  to  Death 
every  one  that  ihould  Rebel  againft  his  Commandmenty 
and  would  not  hearken  unto  his  Words,  ill  all  tljat  \)t 
CEommanticn  (c)  ?  and  all  this  was  foon  after  ratified 
by  the  Lord  himfelf,  when  he  magnified  Joiliua  in 
the  Sight  of  all  Ifrael,  and  they  feared  him,  as  they^ 
feared  Moles,  all  the  Days  of  his  Life  (d). 

Keither  did  they  prefume  to  fet  up  a  Succeffor  to 
Jojhua,  after  his  Death,  though  at  that  very  time 
(dS  certain  Zealous  Advocates  fo\:  Parliamentary  Power  do. 
contend)  th-y  had  their  Sanhedrim  (or  Parliament)  Sit- 
ting :  But  finding  that  it  did  not  belong  to  their  Pro- 
vince to  w;;y(e  to  themfelves  a  liinj,  or  Supreme  Go- 
"vernour,  they  ashed  the  Lord,  Who  fl^ould go  up  to  Fight 
for  them  (c)  ?  And  the  Lord  appointed  the  Tribe  of 
Judah  (in  wliich  the  Kingdom  was  to  be  eftabliih- 
edj  to  go  up  firfi  again fl  the  Canaanites.  But,  as  it 
does  not  appear,  for  Ibme  time,  tliat  they  had  any 
One  Chief  cr  Ruler  to  lead  them,  we  may  conclude. 
That  the  Lord  gave  his  People  this  Tafle  of  the  Mi- 
feries  nafurally  attend* ug  a  Popular  Slate,  or  dommoil 
^'<HlEaltl),  tliat  tiiey  might  be  the  fboner  brouiiht 
todefire,  and  tiiemore  able  to  underlland  their 

Happi' 


(.1)  — —  rcrf    18.  (c)  Dcut.  xxr.i-j.   9.  /'J  Jojb.  t. 

16.     (^;— .    /y.  14.  (.)j:'.a-.i.  I. 
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Hafpifiefs,  under  ^onarcljical  (KotErnment,  which 
he  had,  from  the  Beginning  refolved  to  blefs  them 
with.  Thus,  whereas,  afterwards,  under  their 
Lawful  Monarchs ,  they  were  always  fuperiour 
to  their  Enemies,  till  fiich  time,  as,  by  their  re- 
peated Sins,  they  had  provoked  Cod  to  caft  them 
off:  Here  we  fee  the  leveral  Tribes  fighting  with 
different  Fortune,  f^me  Co-nciuerlr.g  and  others  Con- 

?uered.  For,  after  that  the  Lord  had  given  rcfi  unto 
frael  from  all  their  Emmies  (a^,  Ike.  They  ^through 
a  Fatal  C;Mft3ion  ! )  fuffering  themfelves  to  be 
drawn  in,  firft  to  'CokratC,  and  then  to  Vnite  and 
Incorporate  themfelves  with  the  People  o? the  Nations y 
the  Lord  left  thofe  that  remained  to  he  Snares  and 
Traps  unto  them,  and  Scourges  in  their  Sidesy  and  Tloorns 
in  their  Eyes,  until  they  perijl^ed  from  ojf  the  Land  (b) 
&c.  That  through  them  he  might  prove  I  frael,  whe- 
ther they  would  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  walk  therein 
(c),  &c. 

Thus  we  read.  That  no  Ibor.er  were  Joffjua  and 
the  Elders  Dead,  who  had  feen  all  the  great  Works' 
of  the  Lord  in  form.er  Days,  but  the  next  Genera^ 
tiofi  forfook  the  Lovd  God  of  their  Fathers,  and  joined 
themfelves  to  the  Heathens  and  their  Idols  {d)  : 
Whereby  having,  as  it  were,  put  themfelves  out 
of  the  Lord's  Prote^ion,  he  delivered  them  into 
the  Hands  of  ^l^ts^tx^^  that  fpoiled  them,  and  expo- 
fed  them  to  the  Mercy  of  Jfovcigti  '^prants !  Cibil 
^arg  !  and  all  the  other  Mifchiefs  and  Diforders 
coniequent  upon  Irreligion  and  Anarchy  (e)  !  And 
yet  they  were  not  quite  deftltute  of  Government 
(as  before  is  obferved)  :  For  Zealous  Ph'nehas  flood 
before  the  Ark,  as  High-Prieft,  in  thofe  Bays  •,  and 
there  were  the  Elders  of  the  Congregation,  to  govern 

tliem 


{»)  Jojh.  j:;<;;7.    r.     (p)  verfi  13,     (,)  Jtiiig.  i[.  22.      {(i) 
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them  In  the  Common  Wealth  {a).  Notwithftanding 
which,  they  are  iiiid,  to  have  "  found  themlelves 
*'  in  a  State  of  Nature  for  Confufton)  where  Will  and 
"  Power  are  the  only  Mealure  ot'  their  A£lions  : 
*'  {and  all  this)  becaufe  they  had  no  l&l'nj,  no  Su^ 
"  preme  'Magifrratc  \n  Ifrael  "f^ji — they  wanted 
a   fponarcl)  iHll,   (the    Breath    of  thetr  Nfirils   (c) 

"  cujus  NutUj  cjuafi  an. ma  &  mente  regerentur   "  \ 

(d)  by  whofe  Nod  or  Beck,  as  by  a  kind  of  Soul  and  Mindj 
they  might  be  governed.  For,  lb  it  is,  that,  after  the 
Repetition  of  their  Sins  and  Sutferings,  we  are 
nfually  told  ('as  a  Reafon  thereoQ  that,  in  thofe 
Days  there  was  tl0  %\Wg  in  Ifrael,  but  every  Man 
did  that  -which  was  Right  in  his  own  Eyes  (e)  !  And 
yet  even  this  State  ot  Anarchy^  there  is  a  Perfon,  of 

AlTurance   enough,  to   call  " the  Felicity  of 

*'  thofe  Times  {})  '" :  though  an  infpired  Prophet 

of  the  Lord  J  Ipeaks  of  it  as  an  heavy  Judgment -^ 
faying,  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Jfraelites,  We  have 

no  Ining  btcaufe  toe  fcareD  not  tin  jlotD  (g). 

Keverthelefs,  araidft  all  their  OpprelTions,  no 
fooner  did  they  become  fenfible  of  their  yipofiacy^ 
and  turn  unto  tlie  Lord,  but  he  raifed  up  Judges, 
which  delivered  them  out  of  the  Hand  of  thofe  that 
fpoiled  them  (Jo). 

Thus  Othniel  was  raifed  up,  bv  the  Lord,  to  de- 
liver them,  out  of  the  Hand  of  a  Jfo^eijtl  *Z2^p» 
rant  (0)  who  had  been  permitted  to  enflave  them 
eight  YeiMS. 

After  his  Death,  being  again  without  a  Gover^ 
mur,  their  Relapte  into  Sin,  provoked  the  Lord,  to 
futfer  another  ^ojtigtX   'Arrant,   to  enflave  them 

eighteen 


ia)jud^^.  xfc.   28  —  xxi\  16.     (f>)  B.  Lichf.  Srrm.   30,  1717 
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Niv.  5  •  1 7  U .  p.  3  ^-    (s)  tlof  X.  3 .  {h)  "Jitdr ,/.  1 6.    (/)  —///.  8. 
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eighteen  Years :  But,  upon  their  Repentance,  the- 
Lord  railed  up  £,W,  who  kill'd  the  Tyraf2t  in  cold 
Blood  {a).  Which  Acl  (Jiowever  Extraordinary  it 
may  feemj  is  juftitied  by  all  Writers  :  Not  only,  b^- 
caufe  Ehud  had  that  Exprcfs  appointment  and  Commif^ 
(ion  from  the  Lord,  to  deliver  his  People,  but  be- 
caufe  £ff/o»  was  a  Jfo^eigiHt  and  Allen,  and  had 
110  Kigi;t  to  the  Dominion  over  them,  except  (what 
is  often  mifinterpreted  or  miftaken  for  ^^obiHence^ 
the  bare  pcrmifOon  of  God  ^  fuch  as  even  the  Devil 
himfelf  has  often  had  !  For  the  Dcuil  had  full  as 
good  a  Commijfion  for  his  Power  over  Holy  Job,  and 
others  (^)!-- — -And  "  this  is  certain,  that  the 
*'  Higher  Towers  which  are  ordained  of  God  (and 
*'  as  iiich  to  be  obeyed),  are  only  the  Lawful  VovoerSy 
'  "  not  to  be  applied  to  Vfurpcrs  "  (c). 

When  Ehud  died,  the  Veople  by  freih  Sins,  pro- 
voked the  Lord  to  leave  them  under  the  Cjrannj? 
of  another  jfojeigllE'r  'Twenty  Years :  till,  upon 
their  Repentance,  he  was  pleafed  to  deliver  the 
Oppreffer  into  the  Hand  of  a  VVoman,  who  fmote 
him  to  Death  (^,  where  he  thought  to  have  flept 
in  Security.  And  for  this  A^  flie  is  pronounced 
Blefftd  above  Women  (^),  tho'  'tis  plain,  fhe  had 
?2o  Exprcfs  Commlff  en  for  it,  nor  any  Ounrrel  againft 
him,  or  his  Mafter  ^rMn,  but  that  of  his  be"ng  a 
'QLprant  toitljOllt '^ttlc^/or  there  -was  Peace  between 
him,  and  the  Houfe  of  her  Husband  (/j. 

Thcnlfrael  returned  to  tlieir  Sins, and  were  there,- 
fore  given  up  to  other  jfgjci^UCrsi,  who  TyrannlT^d 
over  them  fevcn  Years  :  Till  Gideon  was  raifed  up 
by  the  Lord,  to  deliver  them,  upon  their  Repentance, 
And  yet,    tho'  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  againft 

their 


[a)  Judg.  iu.    I  J .       (b)  Jo'k  i.  I  :  .  —  //.  6.         (c)  Burn.  ^e)-ya 
^   Nov.  iji&.p.   lo.  (i:)    Judg.  iv.  zi,  {e)    — -'V,  j^^ 

(f)    -—^iv.  17. 
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their  Opprefursy  they  were  fo  far  from  being  ready 
(as  they  ought)  to  afjijl-  towards  their  oven  Deliver ance^ 
that  they  would  have  put  Gideon  to  Death,  becaufi 
he  had  call  down  the  Altar  of  Baal,  and  cut  down  thd 
Grove  that  was  by  it  (a)  \  and  fo  ftupid  they  were 
alfo  afterwards  in  the  Cafe  of  Sampfon  ^  as  fliall  be 
fhewn  in  its  proper  Place.  However,  after  Gideo?t 
had  delivered  them  from  their  Enemies,  and  put 
feveral  of  thofe  Jfvoicijn  '(l^rantsl  to  Death,  the 
Jfraelites  offered  to  him  and  his  Heirs  the  Sovereignty 
over  them  :;,    laving,  Rule  tho2i  over  us,  both  '^IjOU,  anlj 

t^?&o«,  anu  tbp'&on's;  ^oiialfo:  (b)  . —  But 
he  utterly  refufed  to  accept  thereof:  Kot  (as  Mr^ 
Wkiflon  fuppoles)  ''  as  being  inconfiftent  with 
*'  the  prefent  Theocracy  "  (c)  ^  for  he  was  fenfible, 
that  lilnglv  (Bobernment  had  been  promifed  the 
Jfraelites  J  as  one  of  their  grtatcft  McCfingS,  (/1?)  and  pro- 
vided for  them  by  God  himfelf,  agaii.ft  fuch  tim^ 
as  they  Should  be  fettled  in  the  Promifed  Land  (e)-^ 
but  becaufe  he  had  no  Warrant  for  it  in  the  Law^ 
nor  any  particular  Revelation  from  the  Lord  •,  with- 
out one  of  which  he  knew,  the  people';?  GEUcCion  OJ 
ConCcnt  could  give  him  no  Right  or  Title.  He  might, 
'tis  true,  have  pleaded  ^^otiDcncc,  and  the  ^to- 
p!c"3  ^llbmiffion,  (as  others  have  done  fuice)  :  But: 
he  was  too  good  a  Man,  fo  to  belie  (Bp^''^  ^jOblDCtlCC  5 
being  fenfible,  that  fuch  Foundations  alone,  are 
too  Sandy  to  build  a  Lawful  Goverr.ment  upon, 
without  either  a  Legal  Title,  or  elfe  an  Exprefs  and 
Notorious  l^lttclation  from  Heaven  in  his  favour  ^ 
according  to  Mr.  Whiftons  own  Confeflion  above 
taken  Kotice  of  (/). 

Nevertheiefs,    after  his  Death,   Ahimelech  (his 
5i5a(larD  feon^  taking  Occafion,  from  that  Offer  of 

G  the 


{a)7udg.v{.  10.       (b)Judg.   'Viii.  22.         (c)   Scr'pr.  Polit.  p. 
23.  (<0  G^w.  ^t^/V.  6,  16.  —  xlix.  to.         {()  Dtut.   xvii.  i> 
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the  Fsople  to  his  Father y  by  means  of  diver fe  popu-^ 
iar  j4rguments  drawn  from  that  Stale  Pretence  of 
the  |0ublick  d^OOU,  vElCurpet)  the  Government  as  Kif7g 
(a)  :  And  having  got  the  ^uMiclfe  Spottc^j  he  there- 
with IjireD  bain  atiD  ligljt  ^crCon$  for  as  they  are 
called    in   the    Margin    of    the    Old    Tranjlatioriy 

3HJle  ifclloVng  antj  ^llagabonusi)  which  followed  him  (h)  ^ 

by  the  help  of  which  Mercenary  Wretches^  (the  moft 
proper  Subjects  indeed  for  fuch  a  Mock-Prince  !)  he 
Strengthened  himfelf,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fupprefs  an 
InfurreHion  madeagainft  him  (c).  And  having  put  to 
Death  all  the  other  ^^tetlDer^  (whofe  p^o^  Kigljtjtf, 
Jjp  51Birtl),he  was  jealous  oQ  except  one  who  had  hap- 
pily efcaped  (d)  the  Hfltrptt  vainly  fancied  him- 
felf to  be  ^^Ebo^OUgljl^^fcttleD,  and  thereby  to  have 
acquired  a  Right  to  the  Crown,  *'  ruling  all  things 
*'  according  to  his  Luft,  and  (as  is  ufual  with  fuch 
"  as  come  unju(lly  by  the  Power)  neglecting  the  Ordi- 
*'  nances  and  Prefcript  of  the  Law,  and  hating  all 
*^  thofe  that  in  any  fort  were  Maintainers  of  E- 
*'  quity  "  (e).  But  when  all  Human  Means  feemed 
to  fail,  the  Lord  had  Infruments,  unthought  of, 
to  execute  his  Divine  Vengeance  againft  him,  and 
his  Followers  ^  lending  an  Evil  Spirit  (/)  fthat  is, 
the  fepitit  of  SDifco^D)  between  him,  and  thofe 
who  had  affifted  him  in  his  Hflirpation,  and,  at 
laft,  beating  out  his  Brains,  by  the  Hands  of  a  weak 
IVoman,  after  he  had  a^ed  the  King  three  Tears  (<r). 
*'  Thus  (as  one  of  our  Commentators  obferves)  we 
*'  lee,  that  the  Vnion  among  Wicked  Men,  founded 
*'  in  Sin,  continueth  not,  but  foon  breaketh  out, 
*'  through  Cod''s  juft  Judgment,  into  moft  deadly 
"  Enmity  ^  and  again,  that  the  moft  wicked  may 

"  prevail 


(«)  Judg.  IX.  2.  {b)  —  verf.  4.  {c)  —  verf.  34,  {d)  — 
'verf.^.Scc.  (e)  —Jofeph.  Li^.  V.Ca.g.  (/}  — —  "jfr/r.  zz, 
{l)'Jtidg.ix.  53. 
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''^  prevail  in  their  Wars  for  a  time,  as  did^^"- 
"  melcchy  for  the  Puniihment  of  other  Wicked; 
"  themfeives  receiving  their  juft  Reward  e'er  long, 

«  as  he  alfo  did  "  (a) . 

But  Afr.  Whifton^  atter  his  Manner,  would  infi- 
nuate,  from  ^bimelech's  courting  the  Pecfple  to 
Elecl  him,  that  "  that  Method  of  Free  Ele^ion,  was 
**  the  then  Solemn  known  way  of  obtaining  Secu^ 
*'  Ur  Dominion  in  the  World  ''(b)  :  But  he  does  not 
obferve,  that,  in  the  very  Offer,  which  the  fame 
People  had  newly  before  made  to  Gideon,  they 
expreily  acknowledge  the  Natural  Right  of  !^ert« 
Ditarp    feUCCtffion,    faying.    Rule  thou  onjer  us,  bOtfj 

tbou,  anl)  tijp  ^on,  anu  tljp  &on'!S  &on ;  where  they 

plainly    intimate,    that    if  the    Father  were  once 
their  King,  tJie  Sons,  and  other  Defcendants,  would 
expert  to  fucceed  of  Courfe,  without   any  other 
Title,  than  that  of  their  Birth.  For  it  was  the  Father 
only,  to  whom  they  were  perlbnally  obliged,  for  their 
Deliverance  from  the  Hand  of  Midian.     Neither  is  it 
ftrange,that^f,who  had  no  other  Means  of  gratifying 
his  unjuft  Ambition,  than  by  cajoling  the  mutinous 
Populace,  fhould  encourage  them  to  believe  and  af- 
lert  more  Power  than  they    truly  had,  when  he 
knew,    that    whatever    extraordinary    Ufe    they 
fhould  make  thereof,  it  would  the  better  anfwer 
hRown  End^   as  if  he  had  faid  to  them,  /,  and  my 
Followers  will  invefl  you,  in  your  Sanhedrim,  with  the 
(pretended)  Power  to  make  a  King,  thatJmyfelfmay  be 
the  Man !    However,   were    it  as    he    fuppofes,  I 
wonder  what  Ule  our  Author    could  make  of  it, 
or  how  he  can  be  confiitent  with  hlmfelf,  when, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  tells  us,  "  that  yet,   the  Ex- 
*'  ccrcife  of  this  Power  by    the  People,  when  done 
"  upon  FooUflj  Motives,  cotitratp  to  otljct  ;©bUga= 
"  tloil?,    and  accompanied   with  Blood   and  Vio- 

G  2  **  lence. 


{r.)  Dr.  Mayer,     (h)  Sfrift,  Pglit.f.  3  a. 
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"  lence,  may  be  hA^hXy  C^minal  before  God,  and 
"  bring  down  levere  judgments  from  him  "(<«)! 
But  I  ihall  not  infift  upou  his  Inconfiftencies  •,  'tis 
enough  for  me  that  our  Popular  Advocates  can  have 
little  Rieafon  to  Triumph  in  this  Cafe :  Since, 
whatever  Power  the  People  pi  efumed  to  take  to 
themfplves,  in  order  to  the  fetting  up  of  Ablme- 
lech,  'tis  plain,  it  "  turned  both  to  his  Ruin  and 
*'  their  Deftru£lion  "  ^  and  (\  have  the  Authority 
of  a  (jDti'vocation  to  fay  j  that  "  if  any  Man  fhall 

*'  affirm that  the  Faft  of  the  Skhemites  may 

*'  lawfully  be  imitated  by  any  Chrifiian  People,  &c. 
"  he  doth  greatly  Err  ''  (b). 

Herel  ca.motomit  the  Parable  ofjotham,  whereby 
he  endeavoured  to  open  the  Eyes  of  the  Deluded 
People,  and  to  alienate  their  Affeftions  from  the 
Vfurper-^  letting  them  know,  "  That  thofe  who 
*'  were  Virtuous,  and  whonl  Reafon  and  Religion 
^'  had.  taught  the  fafe  and  happy  Eftite  of  Mo- 
^^  derate  Suirjeaion,  had  rcfufeD  to'  rf ceitje  ag  ^nlatD* 
"  fill,  toi^at  oijcr^  ](jaD  no  ^otocr  to  gibe,  without 

"  Direction  from  the  King  of  Kings  ^  who  from  the 
"  Beginning  (as  to  his  own  Peculiar  People)  had  ap- 
"  pointed  them,  bp  tol)om  auD  \)0\o  to  be  gobcrncD. 
"  This,  he  taught  them  by  the  Olive,  which  con- 
"  tented  it  felf  with  its  Fatnefs,  the  Fig-Tree 
*'  with  its  Sweetnefs,'  and  the  Vine  with  the 
*'  good  Juice  it  had  :  The  Bramble^  only  who  was 
*'  moji  bafe^'cxxt  down  all  the  reft,  and  accepted 
*'  the  Scve-raignty.  He  alio  foretold  them,  by  a 
*'  Frofhetick  Spirit,  what  fhould  befall  them  in  the 
''  End,  and  how  a  Fire  fhould  come  out  of  the 
"  Bramble^  and  con  fume  the  Cedars  Ol  Lebanon  '  (c). 
But  thefe    being  '(^rUtljiS  tOO  plain  to  be  told  in 

fuel) 


(a)M^,'3iJl.  Ibid.       (b)    Overal's  Convoc    Book.  Lib.   z.Ca.IJ. 
(c)  ludg.  7.  ccc.  Sir.  Wa.  Raleigh.  Fol.  365. 
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fliclj  '^imcg,  no  fooner  had  Jotham  ended  his  Parable^ 
but  he  ran  away,  and  fled  for  fear  of  Abimelech  (^a). 

After    leveral  Viciilitudes  of  Sinnhig  and  Delive- 
rance^ and  Sinning    again,    it  pleafed   the   Lord  at 
length  to  deliver  his  People  into  the  Hand  of  the  Phi- 
liftines  forty  Tears  (h).  But,  the  Lord  having  fore- 
told, that  Samffon  was  to  begin  to  deliver  Ifrael  out 
of  their  Hand,  and  he  beginning  to  a£t  accordingly^, 
tho'  it  was  their  Duty,  as  well  as  latereft,  to  em- 
brace all  Occafions,  and  ufe  all  Lawful  Means^  to  free 
themlelves  from  the  ifo^cign  |^o!:e,   under  which 
they  groaned :  Yet  they  bafely  refblved,  and  chofe 
to  bind  and  betray  their  Brother,  into  the  Hands 
of  his  and  their   Mortal  Enemies,  the  Philiftinesy 
who  opprefTed  them,    rather  than  contribute  to 
their  own  Deliverance,  by  embracing  the  Opportunity 
and  Means    that  God    had  put  into  their  Hands  ! 
And  all  this  too,  upon  a  moft  falle,  as  well  as  jla- 
vijli  Principle.     Knowefl-  thou  not  (lay  thev)  that  the 
Philiftines  <«r-f  Rulers  over  us?  What  is  this  that  thou 
haft  done  unto  us  (c)  ?  As  if  the  bare  Poffcjfion  of  the 
Power,  could  have  given    the  Philiflines  a  Fight  to 
the  Dominion  over  them  !  Whereas,  they  could  not 
but  know,    that,  by  their  L,aw,  no  jfo^eign^potOCt 
could  have  any  Right  thereto:  And  therefore  that 
the  bare  ^olTcffiOll  of  hich  Power,  without  a  parti^ 
cular  Revelation  from  Cod,  clearly  proved,  in  its  fa- 
vour, could  be  nothing  but  a  down-iight  iHfurpa* 
tion  •,  and  confequently  was  of  no  manner  of  Obli- 
gation upon  their  Coniciences,   but  to  be  remov'd, 
as  foon  as  they   poihbly  could  do  it.     *Tis  true, 
fome  may  fiiy,  that  the  ^ucccfsi  which  the  Phili- 
jlines   had  had  againft   Ifrael  was  *•*  an  Evidence  of 
**  Cod's  giving  them  a  1iiigl;t  of  SDomiuiOU,  and  an 

"  (farncft 


(a)  Judg.ix.  z\.     (I;)  "  niii-  I  ■ J.      {c) 
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"  (f  atntft  of  (^on'iS  gOOD  Mill  to  them  !  That  (BoD'jJ 
*'  ^ans,  and  vlfible  ^arfesi  of  I)i!o  fD^obiDencc  were 
«  ill  it !  That  it  was  the  3lo?ti'$  B^oitlg!  "  &c.  For 
thus,  when  our  Ifrael  was  under  the  ^Dominion  of 
£por)crn:=pi)iliftinesi,  and  our  Kistjtful  anD  llatoful 

^inj  driven  by  Vnnatural  Rebels  and  Regicides  to 
feek  his  Bread  in  (fjciU,  and  even  thereto©  hunted  like 
a  Partridge  in  the  Mountains  (a)  j  when  Our  31nl)Eri* 
tanCC  mas  turnd  to  ^ttangCtSl,  our  Houfes  to  Aliens  ! 
— our  Necks  were  under  Perlecution  !  —  Servants  ru- 
led over  usy  and  there  was  none .  (in  Humane  View)  to 
deliver  us  out  of  their  Hands  !  (h)  &c.  Then,  I  fay,  did 
thofe  jfalfc  Pjopt)Ct0,  moft  audaciouily  blafpheme 
the  Lord  of  Nofis  ^  ftiling   their  Succeffes  againfi:  his 

Anointed.  "  the  Glorious  Accompli Jhment  of 

**  their  Prayers !  —  God's  Sentence  after  folemn  Ap- 

*'  peals  ! the  Salvation  of  God  !  the  Belive- 

"  ranee  of  our  ilaUJg,  and  ElitJErtiCSl,  and  IBizX^^ 
*'  tijljtiS  !  —  (and,  in  fhort)  the  greatest  Demon- 
*'  ftration  of  Grace,  that  f^'fr  Heaven  made,  to  any 
*'  of  the  Sons  or  Daughters  of  Men,  next  to  the 
"  Redemption  of  loft  Man  through  Chrijt  ",  (c). 
To  fuch  an  high  Degree  of  Blafphemy  do  Men  gra- 
dually arife,  when  once  they  proftitute  their  Pens 
for  Gain,  and  let  out  their  Tongues  for  Hire  (d)  ! 
Then,  with  a  moft  wicked  Defign,  to  make  Rebel- 
lion feem  meritorious,  were  good  Names  put  up- 
on the  moft  damnable  a-^ftions :  As  Refiflance  of 
Lawful  Authority,  was  the  diftinguiftiing  Note  of 
ElcUion,  whilft  Obedience  for  Conference  lake,  was  a 
certain  Mark  of  Reprobation  !  to  be  Peaceable  and 
Loyal  was  an  unpardonable  Crime ^  whilft  to  be  Sedi- 
tious 


{a)    I.  Stun,  XXV i.  20.      (h)  Lament,  v    1.   j.  1. 

■3.  (c)  See  SpeedV  Sermo?!  in  the  CoHege  cf  Briftol,  24  OBaher 

■6$ I'  ^  the  Publick  Thankfgiving  for  the  Defea:  of  tije  King 
«f  Worcefter  Fight,     {d)  Mica.///,  n.         ^ 
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tlous  and  Rebellious  was  a  Cardinal  Virtue !  To  fght 
againft  the  King  was  fighting  the  Lor<£ s  Battles  !  Mur- 
dering Bifljofs  was  the  DeflruU:iono^  Antichrist  !  Pul- 
ling down  Churches  was  Reformation  from  Popery!  Plun- 
d\ing  the  Royalifls  was  ff oiling  the  Egyptians  !  Secjue- 
firing  Mens  Eftates,  was  doing  themlelves  Jufl^iccy 
('they  being  the  Saints^  and  the  Earth  was  theirs, 
with  the  Fulncfs  thereof !  )  and  binding  their  King  in 
Chains^  and  their  Nobles  in  Links  of  Iron,  was  helping 
the  Lord  againft  the  Mighty,  &c.     Dodrines  thele 
very  fuitable  to    fuch  Teachers  •,    which  therefore 
I  ihould  not  have  taken  this  Kotice  of  here,  had 
we  not  {een  the  fame  adopted  and  propagated,   by 
fome  who   would  be  thought  Golden  Candle-flicks  in 
the  Church  of  Chrifl  ! 

This  Remark  is  however  the  more  proper  in 
this  place,  to  ihew  the  Fallacy  of  judging  of  any 
Caufe  from  its  Succefs :  Since,  in  this  very  Book  of 
Judges,  we  find  a  remarkable  Inftance  to  the  pur- 
pole,  in  the  two  Defeats  which  the  Cbildren  of 
Benjamin  gave  the  reft  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael  ^ 
where  we  find,  that  the  Jufi-  Caufe  fuffered  the 
Lofs  of  Forty  Thoufand  Ifraelites,  and  that  it  was 
not  attended  with  Succefs  till  the  Third  Attack. 

And  indeed,  the  whole  Book  of  Judges  is  nothing 
elfe  but  a  Series  of  Hiftories  to  this  purpofe,  to 
ihew  us,  that  Conciucft,  and  l^offtfflon,  r.nd  ^UCcefjS, 
alone,  never  gave  any  of  the  jfouisn  princes!  a  Right: 
to  the  Dominion  over  Ifrael :  But  that  ftill,  in  due 
time,  God  himi'eK provided  Deliverer Sy  to  deiivoy  the 
Wurpcrg,  whom  he  had  permitted  ^or  a  while,  to 
Tyrannize  over  his  People,  for  their  Sins,  and  to 
reflore  them  to  their  juft  Rights  upon  their  Repen- 
tance. And  is  not  here  a  plain  Diftinftion,  be- 
tween the  i^^obititnct  of  d^oD  and  his  |?crmif(Ion, 

that 
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that  whereas,  in  "judgment^  he  permitted  their 
Keighbours  to  fpoil  them,  in  his  Mercy  he  pfovi' 
ded  Deliverers,  to  refcue  them  out  of  their  Hands  ? 
In  a  Word,  "  before  we  can  make  any  Comments 
*'  on  iJo  doubtful  a  Text,  we  muft  firft  be  fure, 
"  that  the  Ground- work  is  well  laid,  and  that 
*'  both  the  Caufe  it  ielf^  and  the  Means  ufed  to 
*'  advance  it,  are  good  "  {a). 

'Tis  true,  among  thefe  'judges,  there  was  no 
fach  thing  as  any  Hereditary  Dejcent  or  Succcjfiony 
by  Birthright:  Nor  was  it  necelfary,  fnice  God, 
who  was  himfelf  their  King,  raifed  up  whom  he 
tliought  fit,  as  rice-Roys,  Magifiratcs,  and  Officers 
under  him,,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions  -^  let- 
ting them,  between  whiles,  feel  the  Miferies  of  an 
Jnter-reg'rium,  which  never  happens  m  Hereditary 
Go'vernrnents.  And  it  is  further  remarkable,  that  as 
Cod  always  punilhed  their  Sins  by  jforcign  Inflru- 
ments,  lb,  whenever  he  was  pleafed  to  deliver 
them,  it  was  ftill  by  the  Means  of  foiiie  one  of 
their  oVDU  Countrpincn,  unexpeftly  railed  up : 
And,  as  he  permitted  fix  feveral  Tyrants  to  of- 
prefs  them,  fo  (to  ihevv  how  much  he  delights  in 
Mercy  more  tlian  Judgment )  he  -provided  twice  as 
many  Judges,  in  their  Diftrefs,  to  deliver  them. 

Hitherto  the  Government  of  Ifrael  had  been  a 
Theocracy :  That  is,  God  himfelf  was  their  Xing 
fifter  a  peculiar  manner,  and  ruled  them  by  rice- 
roys  of  his  own  more  immediate  Nomination,  and  ac- 
cording to  Laws  of  his  own  making  ^  the  laft  Ap- 
peal or  Dernier  Rcfort  being  always  in  Extraordi- 
nary Cafes,  to  himfelf.  But  now  the  Peofle  defi- 
ring  a  King  by  Succefllon,  rather  than  Deputation,  we 
ihali  find  them  governed  after  another  manner  .♦ 
"Isamely,  by  a  Race  of  Hereditary  Monarchs,  fucceed- 

ing 
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ing  one  another,  according  to  ths  Natural  Law  of 
|0?imogtniture  ^  except  in  two  or  three  of  the  firft 
Inrtauces,  before  the  Government  was  thoroughly  fet- 
tled-^  as  I  fhall  fhew  in  due  Order. 

After  the  Death  of  Eli,  Samuel  judged  Ifrael  all 
the  Days  of  his  Life:  but,  when  he  was  old,  he  made  his 
Sons  "fudges  ^  who  rvalked  not  in  his  IVays,  but  turned 
afide  after  Lucres  and  took  Bribes,  and  perverted  Judg- 
mcnf  (a).  Under  pretence  of  which  (BtiebanccsJ  and 
^aUaDminiftratiotl  (for  "  when  Mens  Difcontents 
*^  grow  ripe,  there  leldom  wants  a  plaufible  Oc- 
*'  cafion  to  vent  them  (t)"j  the  People,  who  are  too 
naturally  prone  to  Revolutions,  and  Changes  of  Go" 
vernmcnt,  grew  weary  of  Judges,  and  longed  for  the 
Completion  of  God's  Proraife,  defiring  a  King  td 
judge  them  \\\z  all  tllE  jjiationS  (c) :  By  which  laft 
Words,  we  may  perceive,  that  in  thofe  Days  all 
the  Nations  were  governed  by  feingSS ;  whereas 
(lEommon=®3taItl)£5  were  never  once  heard  of,  ei- 
ther in  the  Laws  of  God  or  Nature,  but  began  hf 
lilcbtUfon  and  iLUurpation  ;  yea,  and  further  too, 
that  when  the  People  asked  a  King  as  other  Nations 
had,  they  "  meant  thereby  principally  (as  our 
*'  Convocation  fuppos'd)  that  fuch  their  Kings  might 
"  by  Succeffion  govern  them,  fo  as  one  being  dead, 
**  they  might  ftill  have  another  "  (d). 

For  that  thole  Kiyjgs  of  the  Nations  were  all  Hcre^ 
ditary  too,  not  EleEtlve,  we  may  reafonably  con- 
clude, fiuce  we  find,  that  the  Ifraclites  were  not 
then  grown  prefumptuous  enough,  to  undertake 
fuch  a  Revolution  on  their  own  Heads,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  an  Llellion  of  a  King  by  their  own  Authori- 
ty fin  which,  doubtlefs,    they  would  have  been  as 

H  forward 
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forward  to  imitate  the  Nations^  if  it  had  been  their 
Praftice,  as  in  the  having  of  one^  tho'  All  the  Elders 
of  Ifrael   had  gather  d  themfelves  together  in  Conven- 
tion (a).     But  they,  dreaming  of  no  fiich  Power, 
much  lefs  attempting  to  ufurf  it,    applied  them- 
felves to  Samuily    that  by  his  Authority,    or  Inte- 
reft   (whom  they    knew  to  be   a  Prophet    ot    the 
Lord,    as  well   as  their  Judge)  they  might  have  a 
King  let  over  them  -^  laying  to  him,    Now  make  us  a 
King  to  judge  us,  8cc.     Yet  neither  would  he  take 
upon  him/elf  to  do  it,  but  was  difpleas^d,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Lord  for  his  DireO:Ioii  (h).     Here  it  feems 
moft  proper   to  obviate   that  common    Objeftion 
which  is  made  by  certain  Republicans,  againft  Kingly 
Government.     Samuel  himfelf  alone  was  not  difpleas^d 
vvith  their  Defire  to  alter  his  Government,  but  he 
tells  'em  alfo,   that  their  Wickednefs  was  great  in 
the  Sight  of  the   Lord,    in  asking  a  King  •,    and  the 
people  themfelves  acknowledge,  that  they  had  added 
unto  all  their  Sins  this  Evil,    to  ask  them  aKin^(c). 
But  our  beft  Interpreters  agree,  That  their  Sin  was 
not  in  their  defiring   to  have  a  King   (for  that  I 
have  fhewn  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Revealed 
Will  of  God)  but  in    their  doing  it  of  a  prepofierous 
Defire,  only  that  they  might  be  like  all  the  Nations, 
and  rejeEting  (as  much  as  in  them  lay)  the  Lord  (d)y 
by  their   DifajfeElion  to  that   Form  of  Government 
which  himfelf  had  appointed  them,    their    being 
weary  o^his  Immediate  Election  and  Appointment 
of  their  Governour,  and   longing  for  a  Revolution, 
without  any  Warrant  or  Direction  for  it  from  him 
at  that  particular  Time,   and  without  waiting  for 
the    Deceafe   of  Samuel,    whom  god  himfelf  had 
rais'd  up  to  rule  over  them  j   and  therefore  God: 

lookM 
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look'd  on  it,    as  a  rejeWtTtg   of  him  more  than  Sa- 
muel, Alice  he  had  appointed  him.     However,  the 
LorA  commanded  him  to  hearken  unto  them  in  mU 
that  they  [aid,  but  withal  to  jbew  them  the  Ahmter  for 
lRi2t)t;  offiingSJ    (a)'y  that  they  might  not  after- 
wards have  any  Pretence  to  complain  of  their  iVr- 
rogatrjcs   and  Ahfolute  Power.     Where  like  wile  we 
may  oblerve,  how  ^bfolutc  all  the  Kings  of  tl^  Na- 
tions were  \   among  whom  there  were  no  Laws,   but 
the  King's  Will  and  Pleafure  ^  "  Populus  rm^is  legibus 
f  tenebatur,  Arbitria  Regum  pro  legibus  erant. ""'  {iy) 
And  what  this  Manner  or  Right  of  Kings  was,  we 
have  exprelled  by  Samuel,  thus,   ''  He  will  take 
your  Sons,  and  appoint  them  for  himfelf,  for  his 
*'  Chariots,  and  to  be  his  Harfemen,    and  Ibme  ihall 
*'  run  before  his  Chariots  •,    and  he  will  appoint 
*'  him  Captains  over  Thoullinds,  and  Captains  over 
"  Fifties,  and  will  fet  them  to  ear  his  Ground,  and 
*'  to  reap  his  Harveft,  and  to  make  his  InitruiBents 
"  of  PVar,  and  luftruments  of  his  Chariots :    And 
"  he  will  take  your  Daughters  to  be  ConfccHonaries, 
**  and  to  be  Coois,   and  to  be  Balers  :   And  he  will 
**  take  your  Fields,  and  your  Vineyards,  and  your 
*'  Oliveyards,   even  the  beft  of  them,   and  give 
"  them  to  his  Servants :    And  he  will  take  the 
*'  Tenth  of  your  Seed,  and  of  your  Vineyards,  and 
"  give  to  his  Officers,  and  to  his  Servants :   And 
*^  he  will  take  your  Men-Servants,  and  your  Maid- 
''  Servants,    and  your  goodlieft  young  Men,   and 
*'  your  AfTes,  and  put  them  to  his  Work :    He  will 
"  take  the  Tenth  of  your  Sheep  ;  and  ye  Ihall  be 
"  his  Servants  "  (c),  where  1  muft  obfeive,    by  the 
way,   that  the  Word  Servants  is  to  be  underftood, 
*'  not  as  Servants  Signifies  Slaias  and  ValTals,    but 

H  2  Subjefts, 
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*'  Subjefts,  who  owe  all  Duty  and  Service  to  their 
"  Prince  as  far  as  he  needs  them  "  (a).    Now,  that 
this  was  not  (as  a  Celebrated  Preacher  already  quoted 
contends)   "  fuch  a  very  fad  and  lamentable  Ac- 
*'.  count  of  the  Miferies  and  Vnhapfinejfes  peculiar- 
''  ly    belonging   to    this   Form  of  Government^    and 
''  confequent  upon  the  Eftabli/hment  of  it,  as  muft 
*'  be  a   Demonft ration  to   all,  who  have  not  the 
*'  moft  unworthy  Notions  of  Almighty  God,  that 
'^  he  could  have  no  Original  Defign  of  appointing 
**^  fuch  a  Form  of  Government^  as  the  beft,  or  as  his 
*^  own   Jnfiitution,    facredly    and   inviolably  to   be 
^'  kept  up    in  any  Nation,    much  lefs  in  all  the 
"  Nations  of  the  World  "  (b).     That  this  was 
not  lb   (I  fay)    as    he  infifts  ,    needs   no    other 
Proof  than  what  is   already  herein   before  made 
of  the  Div.'ne   Jnfiltution,  of  this  very    Form  of  Go- 
vernment :  And  that  too  as  the  befl-  for  all  the  Nati- 
ons  of  the  World,  originally   defgncd,  and    promifed 
by  God   to    his    own  Chofn  People,    the    Ifraelites^ 
f  veil  before  they  had  any  Being,  as  a  Nation  -,  and 
no  other   Form  of  Government  ever   once  Infiituted, 
promifed,  or  provided  for  them.     And  how  facredly  and 
inviolably  to  be  kept  np,  if  not    fufficiently  proved 
already,   will  plainly  appear,  upon  Perufal  of  the 
Words  wherewith   the  Prophet  concludes  this  Ac- 
count of  the  Right  of  Kings,  faying, Te  fhdll  cry  out 

in  that  Day,  becaufe  of  yourYAns.,  which  ye  flmll  have 
chofenyou,  and  the  Lord  w' II  not  hear  you  in  that  Day 
(c).  So  that,  whether  thefe  be  indeed  "  fame  of 
*'  the  many  fore  Calamities  which  are  too  proba- 
*'  ble  Confequences  upon  the  Eftablilhment  of  Ab- 
^'  folute  Monarchy  in  any  Nation,  and  which  may 
"  be  all  fummed  up  in  that  one  Comprehenfive 

Word 
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"  Word  SU'very  "  {d),  (as  the  Treacher  laft  quoted 
nfFeftsto  call  them:  Or  whether  "  all  thele  were 
*'  not  intolerable  J  but  Ibch  as  have  been  born,  and  are 
*'  )^o  ftill,  by  free  Confent  of  the  Subjects  towards 
"  their  Pruices,  and  what  Subjects  ought  with  P^ 
"  tieme  to  bear  at  their  Sovereign's  Hand  "  (^), 
as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ohiev^e?,  from  other  Authors, 
■upon  further  Examination :  Whether  Samuel  here 
defcribes  a  King  or  a  Tyrant,  it  is  all  one  in  this 
Point,  for  'tis  plain  the  Peofle  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  MZ"^  their  King  \  and  in  Cafe  of  his  Tyran- 
nizing over  them  (fince  he  was  their  Undoubted 
itatofttl  J&ingj  they  were  to  have  no  Remedy,  but 
(fuch  as  the  Primitive  Chrif^ians  had  in  thofe  Cafes) 
Prayers  and  Tears  :  Ye  fhall  crp  OUt  in  that  Day  (xzyz 
Samuel),  and  the  Lord  -will  not  hear  you  *,  that  is, 
you  muft  not  expedl  "  that  God  will  alter  the  Go» 
"  vernment  for  you  again,  how  much  foever  you 
*'  may  complain  of  it "  (Jti).  And  it  feems  very 
realbnable  to  believe.  That  God  Almighty  did  not 
lay  before  the  People  that  long  Lift  of  the  Regal 
Prerogatives,  in  order  to  deter  them  from  defiring 
the  Government  of  Ahfolute  Monarchs  as  the  Kings 
of  all  Nations  were  (c)  (as  the  Celebr^ed  Preacher 
newly  quoted  infmuates,  without  meaning  it  as  a 
Reflection  upon  Kingly  Government  to  he  fure  !  ).: 
But  rather,  to  ihew  us,  that  when  we  in  our 
Worldly  Wifdcm,  and  under  pretence  of  Publick  Goody 
take  upon  us  to  murmur  at,  and  caft  off  fuch 
Government  and  Governours  as  the  Lord  hyA  appointed 
us,  inftead  of  bettering  our  felves  by  fuch  j^^w- 
/wr/owj,  we  may  reafonably  expe£t  '^ptantJS  to  rule 
us  with  Rods  of  Iron  ^  as  has  been  frequently 
verified  in  moft  Nations  of  the  World  ! 

Never- 
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Keverthelefs,  the  Ifraelites  fiil)  perfifting  in  their 
Suit,  Samuel  proceeded  to  the  providing  a  Kijj^ 
for  them  ^  but  (to  take  away  all  Colour  of  the 
People's  having  any  Hand  in  it)  he  iirfl;  diifolved 
their  vnauthorlz^ed  Convention  (a). 

Now  the  Lord  had  told  Samuel  in  his  Ear  a  Day 

before  Saul  came that  he  would  fend  him  a  Many 

to  be  Captain  over  hts  People  (b) :  A  nd  when  he  did 
come,  Samuel  was  io  far  from  making  hira  King 
even  by  his  own  Authority,  (that  tho'  he  wa«  both 
a  Frofhet  and  a  Jndge  of  Ifraet)  he  did  not  fb  much  as 
inow  him,  any  otherwiie  than  by  Faith,  till  the 

Lord  faid Behold  X\t  #an  whom  I /pake  to  thee  of:^ 

1^i$  famt  fl)aU  'EtiC^n  over  my  People  (c).  Accord- 
ingly Samuel  took  Saul  apart  ftom  all  t\)t  |3eo|rle : 
And  when  they  were  alone,  anointed  him  in  the 
Kame  of  the  Lord  (d).  And  when  he  again  caBed 
the  People  together  unto  the  Lcrrd  (e)  he  did  it  not: 
for  their  Confent  or  approbation,  but  only  by  the  fblemn 
Caflingof  the  Lot  (as  is  commonly  fuppofed,  though 
that  does  not  appear  in  the  Text)  or  by  Ibme  other 
Means  of  revealing  or  declaring  the  Divine  Defig- 
nation,  to  let  them  fee   him  whom    the  JLojD  1^^ 

C^ftn  (0- 

Here  it  is  very  remarkable,  and  ought  for  ever 
to  Silence  all  the  Clamour  of  our  Fanatich  and  Me' 
fuhlicans  on  this  Head,  That  in  all  this  Tranfadi- 
on,  we  do  not  find  the  leaft  Evidence  in  any  of 
thefe  CoRtiEnticms!,  or  (Bcntral  ^CfcmMieis,  of'  the 
Teofle\  SD^tJttinj  or  IRtfolbing,  or  in  any  Manner 
oBing  or  afftfling  in  this  Allair  ^  further  than  this^ 
That  after  the  Lord  (who  has  the  whole  dijfo/ing 
thereof  (g)  had  caufed  his  Lot  or  other  Mark  of 

Defig- 
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Defignation)  to  fall  upon  the  fame   Per  [on,  \v'hom 
he  had  before  Anointed^   and  had  directed  the  F^o- 
fie  to  find  him  where  he  had   hid  himfelf,  j^H  the 
People  j]jouted J  and  Said,  (jpOD  fatC  tllE  liitig  (a)  !   As 
Doubt lefs  they  would  have  done,  whofoever  had  been 
the  Perfon,  fince  the  having  0  iJing    was  what 
they  only  wanted   and    longed    for.      Nay,  and 
the  very  Words  of  the  Text,  they  (that  is  tlie  PeopU) 
intjuired  of  the  Lord  furtfjCt  (b),  or,  as  it  is  in  the 
Septuagint,  incjuired  further  of  the  Lord)  feem  ftrong- 
ly  to  imply  Ibme  more  direft  and  immediate  Ap- 
plication to  the  Lord  in  the  whole    Tranla^lion : 
At  leaft,  I'm  fure  it  plainly  proves,  that  nothing 
was  done    therein  without  his  exprefs  Dire^Hori. 
Befides,  that  Saul  was  not   fo   Popular  a  Man,  as 
to  have  the  Common  Sulfrage,  and  to  be  Elefted 
by  the  Voice   of  the  Peofle,  appears  in  this,  that  the 
Children  of  Belial  (who,  by  the  way,  are  oftentimes 
t:he  Majority)   mocked  and  deffifed  him,  inftead  of 
promoting  his  Election.      Neither  was  the  rtnewinf 
the  Kingdom  afterwards  in   Gilgal  (c),  any  more 
than  the  People's  being  fummoned  again  by  Sarmel^ 
to  pay  their  Duty  o^ Homage  and  Allegiayice  to  Saul^ 
who  was  already  their  Kirg  by  Ktgljt  ^it3inE. 

And  yet,    for   all  this,  certain  Perfons  are  ftill 

pleafed  to  infift,  or  infinuate  from  this  very  Cale 

{tho'  nothing  can  be  more  clear  to  the  contrary) 

that  "  God  fubmitted  Saulto  their  ('the  People's)  E- 

"  leftion,  in  giving  them  the  Liberty  to  chufe  the 

Tribe  and  Perfon  by  Lot'X^J- that"  thePeop/f  have 

an  Intercft  m  agreeing  toxhe  Form  o f  their  Gov  ernmemy 

or  EleEhitg  the  Perfon  that  is  to  Reign  over  them! 

-*'  That  Kings  ought  not  to  be  fct  upx>vev  any  Ptople, 

1**  but  by  their  own  Confent,  and  at  their  own  Defre, 

i"  and  upon  fuch  Foundations,  as  they  themfelves. 

Solemnly 
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•'  Solemnly  agree  to!  That  when  a  King  is  fee 
"  over  any  People^  there  is  not  any  Obligation  of  their 
"  continuing  under  fiich  a  Form,  any  longer  than 
*^  the  Lifetime  of  that  A7»^,  to  whom  they 
"  voluntarily  Subjefted  themlelves  "  (a) !  &c. 
Nay,  and  One  there  is,  who  (notwithftanding  his 
great  Pretences  of  Loyalty  at  prefentj  has  the  Af- 
furance  to  affirm,  that  "  Saul  had  no  more  than 
"  Heaven  s  Connivance  "  (h)  !  Strange  DoOrrities 
thefe !  when  fnot  to  infift  upon  its  being  ceii- 
fured  by  a  Convocationy  as  a  great  Error  (c),  the 
Holy  Ghofl  himfelf  has  infpired  the  Scripture  Hijforian 
exprefly  to  alTure  us,  that  the  Form  of  Government 
was  originally  appointed  them  by  the  Lord^  without 
the  People's  Confcnty  jigreement  or  DefirCy  nay,  and 
even  before  they  were  a  People  -^  that  this  very 
Kin<r  was  fet  up  over  them  by  God  himfelfy  without 
their  having  the  leaft  Knowledge  of  him,  or  where 
to  find  him  ^  that  by  the  Provifional  Precept  above- 
mentioned,  the  PeopWs  Obligation  of  Obedience-y 
is  not  to  determine  with  the  Life  of  their  King, 
but  to  continue  to  Ijisi  CljilOren  after  him ;  and 
that  ('as  to  Saut)  Samuel  knew  no  more  of  him  than 
the  reft  of  the  People  did ,  bat  afTures  us  him- 
lelf,  that  the  Lord  had  chofen  and  fet  him  King  over 
them  \  As  hath  been  here  before  particularly  pro- 
ved. Nay,  Mr.  Whifton  has  himfelf  unwarily  an- 
fweredthjs  Objection,  where  he  quotes  Scripture 
to  prove,  that "  during  all  the  Life  of  Samuel,  Saul 
*^  never  thought  his  Authority  fufficiently  fafe 
*'  and  lacred,  but  when  it  was  owned  and  flippoh*- 
"  ted  by  Samuel  (d)  fthe  Prophet  of  the  Lord)  "  .•  A 
plain  Evidence  to  me,  that  he  knew  his  Title  and 
Authority  depended  entirely  upon  God  alone,  and 
not  upon  the  People  j  nothing  being  more  natural 

(as 
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(e)  OyeralV  <4»mfifj  fi^/fe  A  K.  Ci,xiit,  {4)  Serif t,  polit'.f,  7.1, 
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(as  ExperieiKe  tells  us)  than  for  Princes  to  de- 
pend upon  thole  for  their  Safety  and  Settkmem^  from 
wJiom  they   received  the  Sovereign  Power. 

And,  as  the  Lord  had  given  tiiem  a  Kir.g,  fb  he 
alfo  gave  them  JLato3  (a),  whereby  they  were  to 
be  governed  by  him,  not  to  Limit  the  Kings  Prero- 
gative ^  or  debafe  tlie  Sovereign  Power,  fo  as  to  make 
him  accountable  to,  and  dcpofable  by,  the  Peoj>le  :  For 
he  was  vefted  with  that  Ahfvlute  Power,  which 
the  'JuJges  had  alfb  enjoyed  before  him,  that  who- 
foever  Ihould  difobey  him,  and  not  hearken  unto 
his  Sentence  or  Judgment,  fhould  be  put  to  Death  (b)  ^ 
whicii  being  fo  agreeable  to  that  of  Samuel,  where 
he  declares  the  Right  of  the  Kings,  and  the  Duty  of 
SubJeH-s,  as  is  before  recited,  plainly  Teaches  the 
Duty  and  Neceffny  of  ilncouDitional  ^Dbctitcnct  (either 
MHve  or  Pfijfivc)  to  llatuful  ^jiUCCSi,  and  the  Vrnvar- 
rantablenefs  of  IRcfiiftin^  their  Perfons  or  Authority. 
And  indeed  (fays  one  of  our  Eminent  H'ftorians^ 
"  If  PraBice  do  fhew  the  greatnefs  of  Authority^ 
"  even  the  hefl  Kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael  were  not: 
"  lb  tied  by  any  Laws,  but  that  they  did  whatfo- 
*'  ever  they  f leafed  m  the  greateft-  things,  and  com- 
"  manded  Ibme  of  their  own  Princes,  and  of  their 
*'  own  Brethren,  to  be  (lain,  without  any  Tryal  of  Law, 
"  being  fometime  by  Prophets  repreheiided,fometime 
"  not  '\c);  but  (as  I  may  add  from  another  Authority) 
never  by  the  Sanhedrim,  or  States  of  the  Rc,ilm  (d).  All 
whicli  I  would  recommend  to  the  Serious  Confiderati- 
on  of  Mr.  Whiflon,  who  feems  to  infinuate  a  Sort  of  a 
Contra^:  between  Saul  andthePfop/c(f).  AftrangeSorc 
of  a  Contract  this!  wherein  the  King  was  abfolutcly  at 
his  Liberty  to  do  what  he  pleafed,  and  the  People  had 
no  Redrefs  for  their  greateft  (j^rictiaUCCSl,  but  to  Cry  unto 
the  Lord  (the  onlp  Kulct  of  p^liccsi !  )  by  whom  he 

I  was 


{a)  I  Sam.  «.  ij.  (b)  Deitt.  xvii.    12.         (c)  Raldgh  foL 

393.    C'^)  Stilling^,  ubi  Supr,  />.  38.         (t)  Script.  Ptlit.  p.  16' 
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was  fet-  over  them,  and  to  whom  done  he  was  Jc- 
cciintable  for  his  AdminlflrMion  I  tlio'  by  tliis  way  . 
of  arguing,  thnt  Scripnire  Politician  may  perhaps  prove 
the  People  guilty  of  hreahng  the  £)^5inal  (lontratf, 
whenever  they  rebel  againft  or  rcffl  their  Lawful 
Prit/ce,  or  u(e  any  other  ^r?ns  agaiiift  him  than  Pray- 
ers  and  Tears^  and  Crying  to  the  Lord  •  wJiich  I'm  per- 
Jfwaded  is  not  his  Aim  ! 

But  to  proceed.  Said,  not  being  the  promifed 
King  of  the  Houfe  of  7^^^/^,  the  Lord,  (mt  X\)Z 
53cop!e)  rejdled  him  (a)  \  tho'  not  for  ^prailU^  o- 
ver  his  Subje^s,  but  for  too  much  dEUmencp  to  his 
Enemies  (b~).  And  thereupon  the  Lord  feat  Samuel 
to  the  Houle  of  Jejfe^  and  gave  him  particular  In- 
ftrudions  to  Anoint  David  there,  whom  he  had 
p?0\3iDtD  fo^  !)i£l  lining  (c).  Not  that  David  was 
hereby  invefted  aftually  with  the  Kingly  Power  : 
"  But  this  Anointing  was  only  a  Defignation  of 
*'  him  to  fucceed  Saul  after  his  Death.  So  David 
"  always  underftood  it  ^  looking  upon  S<«a/ as  the 
"  Lord's  Anointed,  as  long  as  he  lived  •,  that  is,  as 
*'  the  King  of  Jfrael  {d)^\  And  therefore,  even 
after  that  Defignation,  when  Saul,  then  become  a?)'- 
rant  and  Perfecutor,  was  in  full  Purfuit  of  his  Life, 
and  David\\^<\  him  twice  iii  his  Power,  yet  he  ?b- 
Jblutely  refufed  to  hurt  his  Sacred  Per  [on,  faying. 
Who  can  firefch  forth  his  Hand  again fl  the  Lord's  A- 
Jiointed,  arid  be  guiltlcfs  (e)  f  Kay,  his  Heart  [mote 
him,  hecaufe  he  had  cut  cfy3L\iVs  Skirt  ( f) ',  and  he 
put  to  death  the  Amalekitej  who- had  lent  his  Hand  • 
to  flay  Saul  (g). 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  many  popular 
Writers  and  Preachers,  take  the  Liberty,  to  infift  up- 
on the  2lf»^fulucf0,  and  even  the  JPccefCitp  ot  ^ttU 

^Defence, 

(a)   I  Sum' x-j.  23,  ^6- xvi.    i.       (h)  xx.  9.     | 

■ie) — I xvi.    12.      (d)  Patrick    !7t   loco.         (<)  X — xxvi.  9.     * 

(J)  :<xiv.  5.     (_g)  2  Sam.  ;.  ly. 
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Defence,  and  o'Mired  HcQftancc  of  private  S^^iyafr 
to  their  L^twful  Kings  in   Gales  of  Exa'ciriity:,  &c, 
(as  Mr.  lVhifio?7lYdS  obfervM  and  rebuked  cne  of 'em 
forj  "  Perhaps  J  lays  he,  there  may  be  fbme  Cales, 
"  in  which  this  Self- Defence  may  not  be  unlawful : 
"  However,  I  can  hardly,  I  confefs,  find  this  Mat- 
*'  ter  clear  enough  in  Scripture  to  warrant  a  Chrifii- 
"  an's  PraOiice  upon  that  foot  (^/'.    Thuffar  Mr. 
Whiflon.  And  indeed,  tho'  it  would  not  be  lb  ftrange 
in  others,  yet  for  rhofe  who  appear  in  tJie   Habits 
and  Orders  of  the  Church  of  En ff land,  to  fiy  {o  openly 
in  the  Face  ef  her  known  DoSlrines,  is  very  lurpri- 
Zing.  ,  F,or,  "  bleffed  be  God,  our  Church  hates  a;;d 
*'  condemns  this  Doftrine,  from  what  Haiid  Ibevec 
*'  it  come,  and  hath  eftabliihed  the  Rights  and  Au- 
"  thority  of  i'Wwf/,  on  lure  and  unalterable  Foun- 
*'  datio!is,  enjoyning  an  entire  Obedience  to  all  the 
*'  lawful   Commands  of  Authority,   and  ^n  abfclute 
**  Submijfwn'to  that  Supreme  Power  God  hath  put  in 
"  our  Sovereign's  Hands.     This  Doc.lrine  we  juftly 
*^  glory  in.     And  if  any  that  had  their  Baptifm  and 
"  Education  in  our  Church,  have  turn'd  Renegades 
"  from  this,  they  proved  no   lefs  Enemies  to  the 

•  "  Church  her  felf,  than  to  the  Civil  Authority  :  So 
*'  that    their    Afoflacy    leaves  no   Blame  on   our 

Church,  which  glories  In  nothing  more  than  in  a 

•  **  well-temper'd  Reformation  from  the  later  Corrup- 
.  *'  tions   which  the  dark  Ages  brought  in,   to  the 

pure  and  primitive  Doftrines  which  our  Saviour  and 

•  *'  his  Apoflles  taught,  and  tJie  firft  Chriftians  retained 
,"  and  pra£tifed  for  many  Age?  (/;)  ".  And  fo  our 
Homilies  ("approved  by  the  Articles  of  our  Religion , 
for  godly  and  whole jome  Doctrine,  and  neccjfary  for 
fhffe  Times)  (c)  do  exprefly  deny  the  Lairfulncfs  as 

i  2  well 


<rf}  Jcripr,  Pollt.  Didu.p,  ,y.    (h)  JJuinef  /  Serm.  Decern.  5. 
f^7+-     ('J  Arcic.  xxx-j. 


6o       TheJhortHISTORTof 

well  as  Nccejfity  of  either  Reftflance  or  fclf  Defence 
againft  the  Lawful  Power  :  Aiid  that  too  grounded 
upon  this  very  Cafe  now  before  me  -^  arguing  that 
*'  Tho'  Sdul  wasofthe  wor^   Ibrt  of  Princes  out  of 

"  God's   favour   and  fought    the  Deftrudioii 

"  of    David  by  all  means  poifible  :    And  though 

'*  David  was  then  the  very  befi  of  all   SnbjeBs  • 

'^  highly  and  fingular  in  the  favour  of  God,  ■ — - 

^^  as  well  as  of  the   People  and  by  God  him- 

"  ieif  appointed  to  reign  after  Saul  \  yet  for  all 
"  this,  he  would  not  even  fabc  ttjS  llifc  by  IRebcUt* 
*'  on  or  any  Kcfiftauce,  but  bv  Plight^  and  hiding 
"  himfelf  from  the  King^  Sight  "  {a)  ^  Sec. 
Much  lefs  did  he  ever  "  Seize  upon  him  to 
*'  carry  him  Prifiner,  to  be  tried  by  the  Sanhe- 
"  drim,  nor  is  there  any  Foundation  for  any 
*'  fuch  Power  in  the  Sanhedrim,  over  the  Per- 
*'  foils  of  their  Sovereigns :  It  neither  being  con- 
*'  taiiied  in  the  Grounds  of  its  Inftitution,  nor 
*'  any  Precedent  occuring  in  the  Story  of  the  Bible 
^'  which  gives  the  Icaft  Countenance  to  it.  Nay 
*'  fevei'al  Palfages  of  Scripture  utterly  overthrow 
"  it-,  for,  how  could  Solo7non  have  fdidj  where  the 
*'  IVord  of  a  King  is  there  is  Power  y  and  who  m^yfay  unto  him 
**  -what  dofi  thou  (b)  ?  if  by  the  Conftitutioii  of  their 
*'  Government,  the  Sanhedrim  might  have  control^ 
^''  led  him,  in  whathefaid  or  did  "  (c)/"  There  were 
3iot  wanting  feme  to  iniinuate  unto  him,  that  Provi- 
dence had  put  the  King  into  his  Power,  that  by 
his  Deftrudion  the  Clironc  might  be  Vacant  for 
himfelf  to  aicend  •,  Behold  the  Day  of  which  the  Lord 
laid  unto  thee.  Beheld  J  will  deliver  thine  Enemy  into 
thine  PJandy  that  thou  mayft  do  to  him  as  tt  flmll  feem  good 
-  unt& 


{a)  Homily  ag»lnfl:  Wilful  Rebellion.      (I')  Ecdes.   viii.  4.   .^ 
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taito  thee   (a).  G(xl  hath  delivered  thine  Enemy 

into  thine  Hand  this  Day  (b).  But  D,rjid  (  "  though 
"  iic  mluihc  liave  pleaded  ji^rccffitp  and  |D?obiDEncc 
"  us  much  as  ever  any  could  ''  (c),  whea  he  was 
rhus  perfccutcd  by  5^w/,  and  the  Pcrfccutor  ftrangely 
delivered  into  his  Hands)  had  neverthelefs  ano- 
ther Opinion  of  the  Per/on  even  of  a  bad  King,  and 
other  Notions  of  ^OD  and  h's  ^jobiDcnCE  :  For, 
looki'.ig  upon  it  only  as  a  Trial  and  Probation  of 
him,  and  that  nothing  could  be  Neeeffary  tor  him 
to  do  that  was  not  Lawful  in  it  felf,  The  Lord 
forbid  ([Wxd  he)   that  I  fhould  do  this  thing   unto  my 

Mafter  the  Lord's  Anointed. Wickednefs  proceedeth 

from  the  Wicked,  but  mine  Handfliall  not  be  upon  thee  (d). 

'As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord  jlmllfmite  him,  or  his 

Vny  fl:all  come  to  die,  or  he  fnall  dcfccnd  into  Battle  and 
perijh  ;  The  Lord  forbid,  that  I  jlwidd  (i-retch  forth  mine 
Hand  agafhfi  the  Lord's  Anointed  (f)  :  Thereby 
clearly  intimating,  that  as  the  Lord  had  fetS^«/in 
the  Throne,  To  it  miift  be  the  Aft  of  the  Lord  n- 
lone  (and  not  that  of  Man)  which  was  to  make 
the  ThrcneVacayit.  Neither  was  5Ws  haviug  for- 
fa  ken  the  Lord,  accounted  a  Forfeiture  of  his  Right 
of  Sovereignty,  but  he  held  the  Crown  never  the  lets 
to  the  Day  of  his  Death. 

Now,  after  Saul's  Death,  was  David  by  the 
ZWsDireftion,  Anointed  King  in  Hebron,  where 
he  reigned  over  the  Houfe  of  Judah,  fcvcn  Tears 
and  fix  Months'i^f) :  But  the  Ifraelitcs,  for  fome 
time,  adhered  to  Jflibnpjeth,  the  next  known  Heir  of 
the  Family  of  Saul  (for  Mephiboflmh  the  Son  of  7c- 
nathan  was  not  to  be  found  (^),  as  of  Couvie  to 
fucceedto  theThrone,  accordin'g  to  xhQLaw  ofNaturcy 

till 


(a)  1  Sam.  xxiv.  4.  (b) xxvi.  8.      (c)  Scilh'ngfl.  «ei» 

S'.ifr.  f.  3(5.      (d) xxiv  6.  13.       (t)  xxvi.  10,  U.      (/'/  i 

ttnt.  a.  u.      (g)  —/-v.  ^. 


6;      Tlxjhm-t  BISTORT  of 

till,  becoming  fenllble  of  the  hordes  exprels  Defigna*' 
tiou  of  David,  they  Ci^me  together  to  him,  and  A- 
nointed  him  King  over  IJ'rael  alio  (^). 

Here,  though  we  read,  that  King  David  made  a 
League  with  them  (which  Ibme  People  have  mifta- 
ken  for  an  £D;ig;inal  Clonttact)  we  cannot  under- 
j&and  it,  of  his  Submitciiig  to  niy  Tenns  or  Limi- 
tat  ions :  But,  as  the  Lord  had  [aid  to  David,  Thou 
fiiali  feed  my  People  Ifrael,  a/td  thm  Jlialt  be  Ruler  over 
rtjy  People  liiael,    CljCtcfore  came   all    the  Elders  of 

Ifrael   to  the  King  to  Hebron  accojDiugj  to   tl)e 

SSHOJD  Df  tl)C  ilOjD  bp  Samuel  (^),  not  to  Elect  nor  to 
Confirrrty  but  only  to  KcCOgui^C  W  DibitlC  Kigljt, 
and  to  pay  their  Homage  and  Allegiance  to  X\t  i^inj, 
as  the  Ordinance  of  God  ^  And  David  perceived  that 
the  Lord  (not  the  People)  had  efiablijlicd  him  King 
ever  Ifrael  fc).  And  accordiiigly,  the  Lord  faith, 
J  have  found  David  tny  Servant ,  with  my  hoiy  Oil  have 
J  anointed  him  (dj. 

After   all  this,   with   what   Colour  of  Scripture 
Keafony  or  Good  Senfe,  David  can  be   faid  to  have 
been"  called  to  the  Throne  by  God,  and  the  Voice 
"  of  the  People  "  (f),  lown  my  lelf  at  a  lofs  to  under- 
stand.- Since  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  nei- 
ther the   Lord,    nor  his  Prophet,  ever  once  asked 
the  People'' s  Voice  or  Confent,  nor  defired  their  Con- 
currence thereunto  :  Kay  and  further,  that  David 
was  fo    far    from  being  Popular,  that   even  whea 
he  offered  himfelf  afterwards  to  fight  in  the  Com- 
mon Caufe  againft  GoUah,  neither  the  King  himielf, 
nor  his  General  knew  fo  much   as  whofe  Son  he  was 
(/),  till  thev  were  told  by  his  own  Mouth. 

And  though  David  had,   either   through  Humane 
Fra'lty^   or  by  the  Advice   of    (£bil   (LoUUfcUor$, 

fallen 


Ca)  z  Sum.  V.  1,2.  (o)  2  Szm.  v,  2.  i  Chron.  xi.  2, 
(:)  2  Sam.  v.iz.  (d)  Pfa,  hr.y.iy:.  20,  (?)  Dj.  Chandl.  at  Wo{C. 
f'Jiin.  1715.  ?.  3." 
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ftllen  into  divers  grievous  Sins  :  Yet,  having  wafhed 
away  thofe  Sins  bv  a  Sincere  Repentance  ,  and 
Refolutiontomake  Rcftitlltion  r**)?  lo  far  as  was  in 
his  Power,  he  is,  m  general,  recorded  by  the  Holy 
Chojl,  to  have  dofje  that  vchich  was  Right  in  the  Eyes  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  have  executed  Judgment  and  Jufrice 
imto  all  his  Peofle  (b)  \  and  not  that,  upon  his  falling 
into  Sin,  he  had  forfeited  his  Right  of  Dominiorj^ 
and  ought  to  be  Dej>ofed  ^  as  our  Aiodem  Fanatichsy 
and  fome  of  the  wcrft  of  Papifs  do  pretend.  Kei- 
ther  is  there  the  leaft  Appearance  of  Evidence, 
that  the  Sanhedrim  (or  »tatC$  of  the  Nation')  ever 
prefumed,  or  pretended  to  any  Right,  to  take  any 
Cognizance  ofthefe  things-,  Kay,  "  it  is  ridicii% 
"  lous  to  think  that  High  Court  could  controul 
"  their  K,ng  (c).  " 

However  there  wanted  not  an  Enemy,  even  of 
his  own  Blood,  to  Kcbcl  againft  him,  and  (jflfurp  his 
Kingdoms.  For  Ahjalom  !)iS  ^on,  was  forward 
to  confpire  againft  him,  and  by  the  Pretence  of  Rc- 
drejfing  Imaginary  (3?rirtanccS  and  other  Popular  Ar^ 
tifcesj  deluded  the  People  into  Real  Ones,  and  StoU 
tije  Hearts  of  the  Men  of  Ifrael  from  their  ilateful 
JSinj  :  Oh  !  (Said  he)  that  I  vrere  made  Judge  in  the 
Land,  that  every  Aian  which  hath  any  Suit  or  Caufcy 
might  come  unto  me,  and  g  toOlllD  t)0  \)m  ICnftlCE  (^)  / 
By  that  his  tlTrcafonablc  EDcdaration  cunningly  in- 
finuating,  that  the  King  regarded  not  to  do  his 
Subjects  Jvflice !  Bow  ]uft  their  Complaints  of 
Grievances  were !  How  many  and  great  DefcH-s  there 
were  in  Jiis  Father  s  Adminijlraticn  !  And  how  ready 
he  would  be  to  rctircfs  all  C3rictancc$,  and  careful 
toconfult  the  ^itblkl:  (Soot),  if  he  could  get  the 
Tojfejfion  of  his  Father  s  Throne  ! 


(»)  Ssm  xii.  6.    (h)  I  Kin  VJ-  5.  1  Sam:  ^Ui.  if.      ff)  P*" 
irick  on  1  Sam.  viH.  j8.       (a)  2  iam.  xv.  2,  3,  4,  J,  6. 
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By  thefe  and  fuch  like  Artl^ccs  the  Co>rfpiracy 
became  firon^  ^nd  General ;  For  the  People  increa- 
fed  continually  with  Abfalom  ^  thougji  many  rpent 
with  him  in  their  SitnpHcltyj  and  knew  not  any  thing  (a) 
they  were  to  do,  or  at  leaft  never  confidered  the 
fatal  Conlequence  thereof. 

Thus  David,  by  the  hicrcafe  of  his  Enemies ,  and 
JDcfenion    of  his  Suppofed  Friends,  was  reduced,  in- 
ibmuch,  that  he  was  forced    to  0bt}icate  t\)Z  <^0- 
Ijetnment  and  to  efcape  for    his  Life  beyond  Jor- 
iian,  and  the  good  King  wept  as  he  went  up^  and  had 
his  Head  covered,  and  he  went  hare-foot,  and  the  Peo- 
ple that  was  with  him  (h).     Upon  which  0bDicatiOIl 
or  H^cfertiOU  (I'i  that  may  be  called  fb  which  was 
Attended    with    fuch     manifeft    Force),   Abfalom 
came    to   jerufilem,    and  was  permuted  by  Gad,  for 
the  Sins  of  the  Nation,  to  take  Poffeffiou  of  the 
Vacant  Throne,  and  of  the  whole  Kingdom  from  Daii 
even  to  Berflieba  (c)  :  So  that,  for  a  time,  there  was 
no   Oppofitioii  to  him,  in  behalf  of    the  CEtUeU 
ISing !  Tho'  to  their  Immortal  Honour  let  it  be  re^ 
jnembred,  that  all  the  Vnefls  and  Levitcs  retain'd  their 
Natural  Allegiance,  and  continued  Loyal  to  the  King  (({)» 
And  this  was  perhaps  the  main  Rea{bi>,  why  the 
Rebellions  of  Ahfalom  and  Sheha  were  of  fo  fhort 
a  Continuance^  God  having  fb  guarded  the  Go- 
V(?rnmene  of  the  'fews,  by  a  ftrilt  Conformity  and 
Vniformity,  that  without  a  Schifm  in  the  Church  no 
RebeUica  againft'the  Sf^ff  could  long  continue. 

But  i:ow,  when  Treafon  was  in  Fajlncn  among  the 
Multitude,  and  F/«;f/j  but  to  be  found  2.mou^rhe  few^ 
Ziha  alfo  fought  to  betray  his  Loyal  Maftef 
Mephihofmh  (f),   and  Shimei  prefumed  to  caft-  Stones 

even 


{a)  2  Sam.   ii.  ii.     {b)  i  Sam.  xv.  14 30.  —  xvii.  II.     (c) 
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even  at  his  Sovereign  Lord  the  K'wg^  and  to  Curfe  him 
to  his  Face  (<«)  ^  (which,  how  great  a  Crime  fbever 
it  was,  "  for  one  Shimci  that  there  was  in  Jfrael  in 
*'  JDavid's  t?me,  we  have  a  Thoufand  in  ours  (b}  '"j: 
And  yet  'tis  remarkable,  that  immediately  upon 
his  l^appp  Hcfto^atlon,  that  BUf^hemer  of  the  Lord 
and  of  his  Anoimedj  was  the  very  firft  who  made  a 
formal  Suhmifficn  to  the  /wV?^,  2.n<\  addrefs' d  him  tor  his 
Favour  fc)^  which  (however  undeferv'dj  he  rea- 
dily obtained. 

That  Htbolation  (tho'  it  is  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
condemn'dasa  moft  (LlmiatliralKcbcUion  and'SIrra^ 
fonablc  clftirpation)  was  not  without  its  jfalfe 
§0?opilttS,  who  had  the  Impudence  to  impute  it 
all  to  OPoD^S  ^^OtiDCtUt  and  the  iLo?B'3  HDoing !  The 
Lordj  laid  Shimeij  hath  delivered  the  KirJgdom  into  trie 
Hand  of  Abliilom  thy  Son  (d).  Such  as  he  could 
plainly  behold  the  i^anD  of  (iot,and  vifible  Cparks  of 
his  ^lObiDcncc  in  all  th"s  !  But  they  had  not  before 
their  Eyes  the  Efth  Commandment  \  which  having 
an  exprels  Promife  o^ Long  Life  to  the  Obedient  ^  con- 
lequently  implies  a  Threatning  to  the  Difcbedienr^ 
that  they  who  dishonour  and  dilbbey  their  Parents, 
whether  Natural,  Spiritual,  or  Political  ("and  much 
more  tlien  they  who  rebel  againft  them  afl)  flmli  be 
cut  port.  'Tis  true,  the  great  llcbollltion^  of  Go- 
vernment, are  to  be  attributed  to  a  particular  p?0« 
tilDcnCt  of  God,  who  is  the  Jvdge^  and  putteth  down 
one,  andfetteth  vp  another  (e),  which  holds  with  refpect 
to  Nations  as  well  as  particular  Perfons.  But  ftill 
this  "  doth  TiOl  found  any  Right  of  Dominion  ('as 
''  Ibme  fancied,  till  the  Argument  from  Providence 
"  w;\s  returned  with  greater  Force  upon  them- 
'*  Iclvesj  :    Butit  iliews,  that  when  God  pleafes  to 

K  "  make 


li)iSim.xv.6.    (0    Heyrick'/ ^^Twj.  16  July  i58j.   />.  4. 
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**  make  ufe  of  Terfons  or  Nations,  as  the  Scourges  m 
'*  his  Hand,  to  punilh  a  People  with,  he  gives 
*'  them  Succpfs  above  their  Popes  o^  H.xpeO:ations  ^ 
"  but  that  ^uccEf9  gibes  tlirm  no  IRigbt '  (a).  And 
that  the  ^toplt'g  Clioict  or  ^ubmiffion  was  another 
of  thisZ;/«>-per'j  preteaded  Titles  we  may  perceive  by 
HuJJjai's  mentioning  that  as  one  of  the  Reafons  tor 
his  Teeming  R^evolt,  faying,  — Whom  the  Lord,  and 
this  People,  ayjd  all  the  Men  of  Ifrael  rhoofe,  his  mil 
]  k,  and  with  him  will  I  abide  (h)  \  which  by  the  way, 
is  tlie  rtr'ft  rime  that  we  hear  of  that  Traiterous  Max- 
im, «Hor  PopnU  tlDiOj:  SDci,  that  the  l^oice  of  the  Peo- 
ple is  theVoice  of  God  ! 

Andvc,  notwithftand^'ng  all  thefe  pretended  77- 

f/fj  o^  abdication,  ^lOlTcffion,  ^ucccfg,  ^^obiDcncc, 

(Slectiou,  ^ubmKTion,  and  (what  is  ftill  more)  that 

all  rhis  happened  agj'eeably  to  what  the  Lord  had 

foretold  to  David,  by  the  Prophet  Nathan  (e),  ^bfa- 

lorn  is  never  once  efteemed  King,  bat  his  Enterprize 

is,   by  the  Holy  Ghofi,  termed  a  donfpiracp  (d),  e- 

ven  when  it  was  in  its  Height  .•    and  David,   tho' 

out  of  Ppffcffion   and  in  C^rilE,    is  every  where  ac- 

ki:owledg'd  as  the  onl?  llatDfiil  ant)  Eigbtfiil  ^ing; 

And  as  fuch,  afterwards  was  his  i^appp  llefto^atiOU 

effefted  by  his  Fepenti-ng  SubjeUs^    who  as  wi^-h  one 

Heart,  fent  this  Wordtcnto  the  King^  IRttlim  tljOU  antJ 

■all  tb)^  ^crbant^,  and  contende  l  fiercely  among  them- 

felves,  which  of  them  jhould  be   the  m.oft  adive  in 

brinaiig  it  about  (f).     Which  manifefts  the  Truth 

of  this    Propofition,    "  That  juft  Authority,  howe- 

"  ever  depreffed  for  a  Seafon,  ufuaily  recovers  and 

"  gets  up  again ;   and  unjuft  Vfurpation,   however 

"  high  and  fuccefsful  for   a  while,   feldom   holds 

"  out  long  agaJnft  a  Righteous  Title  {f). ''  And  the 

*'  Reafon 


{a)  Stllllngfl. -Sfr7».  13.  Nov.  1678. />.  17.  {h)  ^  S^m.  xvl. 
18,  ie)  — -i-w/V.  II.  Id)  xv.li.  (e)  zSz.tR.xix.  14. —9, 
43 ..    {f)  FordV  SefTfi.  28  June.  1660.  p.  7.    , 
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"  Reafon  thereof  feems  very  convincing  ::,  for  while 
"  any  Man  holds  and  claims  only  by  Vrirrrhteoufwfsy 
"  he  doth  nor  hold  oCGod  ^  nor  doth  Go^  look  upon 
"  the  Thing  he  holds,  as  his,  till  feme  way^rof 
"  Right  makes  it  fo  :  Whilfthe  holds  it  by  Wro-^^y 
*'  he  rates  him  not  as  the  Owner,  but  VjM-pe;-y  and 
*'  there' ore  bids  him  Reflore  the  Right  Owner  his 
"  own  again  ^  and  that  is  all  any  Man  ever  gets 
'•  with  Him  by  meev  Vnrighteous  Pcjfeffton-^  viz.  no 
"  Pro/?frry  therein,  but  only  Guilt  and  Punifhment, 
"  and  a  jltCCfQtp  of  making  Kc(litUtion(*«)  !  ". 

Here  1  could  not  but  make  a  Stop  to  compare  the 
Modefty  of  this  King  de  fn^o  (h),  Ahfalcm,  with 
the  Unwarrantable  Affurance  ot  our  Engl'ifi  Pro- 
tcctor^  Oliver  \  where  1  can  t  find  the  leaic  Foot- 
ftep  of  any  O^f^,  Ccvcn.wt  or  Engai^ement  to  ^hfa- 
lorn,  much  lefs  any  Abjuration  of  the  Titles  and 
Pretentions  of  Dtw':d,  the  King  de  jure,  tlio'  he 
was  then  in  ExHc,  and  thereby  divefted  of  the  Ex- 
ercife  of  his  Sovereign  Authority.  And  therefore 
not  finding  any  thing  of  that  here  (in  which  our 
late  Englijli  Vfurjiers  lb  far  outwent  thofe  Je-ws)  I 
fhall  not  prelume  to  de':ermine,  whether  in  cafe 
fuch  Oaths,  or  Covenants,  or  Engagements  had  been 
required  in  Ahfalorns  Cafe ,  the  People  of  Ifrael 
could  with  a  good  Conlcience  have  taken  them  • 
nor  whether,  if  they  had,  bv  whatever  Induce- 
ments, been  prevail'd  withal  to  take  'em,  fuch 
Oaths,  or  Covenants,  or  Engagements,  had  obliged  them 
to  any  thing  but  Repentance  and  Refiitiiticn  \  nor  whe- 
ther fuch  People  had  been  bound  in  Confcience,  upon 
the  firft  Convi£lion  of  their  Jlleaality,  to  have  re- 
verfed  and  difcUivied  them  \  noi  particularly,  whe- 
tJier  Joab^  who  (c)  thrufl  three  Darts  through  the  Heart 

K  2  of 


(.^)  Kcttlewcll,    A'o/.  2.  Fit.  113.     See   BeverefteV   Serm. 
Reftitution.     (/•)   ^Sam.x-ji.   id.     (f)  — — —  xv///.  14. 
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of  Abfldom,  the  Vfurper,  had  been  guilty  o^  Trea^ 
fon  *,    Isor  whether  he  could  have  juftified  himlelf 
in  lb  doinii  by  virtue  of  his  jjiatltral  ."lUcgiancc  to 
7)<«*''W,  the  Ki?ig  dcjur-e  :  Thefe,  1  fay,  are  Quefti- 
ons,  that,  not  being  refolved  in  ihe  Cale  before  me, 
I  ihall  i:iot  pre  fume  to  determine,   but  refer  them 
to  le  difcufs'd  at  Leifure,  by  the  Help  of  the  fe- 
veraJ  Emhicnt  Authorities  here  quoted  (^j,    whilft  I 
proceed  -in  my  Hiftory.     However,  with  refpe^t  to 
that  other  Cafe,  to  which  this  is  applicable,  in  our 
Englijli  iliftory,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  Reprefenta- 
tive  Body  of  the  Nation,  in  a  Free  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  declared  thofe  Oaths,   Covenants,  and  En- 
gagtmcms  which  wer-e  impofed  upon  the  Subjeds, 
as  well  as  all  other   the  Acts  and  Ordinances  made, 
during   the    late  Grand  Vfurpation,  to   have  been 
"  Unlawful,  and  impafed  againft  the   Fundamen- 
**  tal  Laws  and   Liberties  of  this  Kingdom  :   To 
"  have  had  in  themlelves  not  the  leaft  Colour  of 
"  Law  or  fuftice  to  liipport  them  •,  and  (therefore) 
■**  to  have  been  Null  and  Void  to  all  Intents  and 
*'  Parpoles  whatfoever  "  (b). 

Ahfulom  being  fent  to  his  Place,  and  the  Men  of 
Tfrael  being  difconte^iited,  that  thofe  of  Judah  had 
been  more  a£tive  in  the  Kifig'^s  Refrorntion  than  them- 
lelves,' cvf-r)'  Adan  <?/-Ifrael  went  up  from  after  David, 
and  -followed  Sheba,  who  embraced  that  Occafion  to 
"Jfurp-  the  TcnTnhei  himfelf  (cj  But,  he  foon  met 
^vith-^his  Reward,  being  purfued  to  Death  by  cer- 
tain Loyal  Subjeih('^):  And  then  all  the  People 
returnM  again  to  their  true  Allegiance  In  which 
Cctie  it  is  obfervabla  that  tho'  this  Vfurper  had 
alfb  Mi  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  v/hile  David  had  but 

the 
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^e  Loyal  Tribe  of  Judah  with  him,  he  was  never 
once  termed  a  Kingy  but  a  ^an  of  Wtlial ;  which, 
(as  a  Learned  Prelate  obferves)  "  in  eiied  is  as  much 
"  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  that  he  was  of  his  Father 

"  the  Devil  "  (^).  However,  here    it  may 

not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  "the  Pubh'ck  Peace 
*'  being  once  broken,  it  is  impolTible  for  them  that 
'*  begin  a  Civil  War,  to  flop  where  they  will^  or 
''  end  it  when  they  pleafe,  or  even  to  judge  what 
*'  their  own  Refolutions  will  be,  as  the  State  of 
"  Things  alters  or  advances.  New  Men  will  graft 
'^  upon  the  Schemes  and  Succeiles  of  the  prime 
"  DefignerS-,  and  they  that  are  once  engaged,  will 
''  gradually  Advance  to  the  highefi  yUlainieSy  rather 
"  than  quit  the  Game,  or  fuifer  it  to  be  played 
"  out  of  their  Hands  "(^j. 

As  to  Solomon,  it  is  granted  that  he  was  King  hy 
2DitlintEigt)t  in  the  flriclcfi  Senfe  of  the  Word  (c).  For, 
tJioughhe  was  a  Tounger  Son  o?  David,  and  coafe- 
quently  indeed  could  not  be  the  next  Heir  by  Birth, 
as  himfelf  acknowledged  to  his  Mother,  concern- 
ing Adoniah^  fliyitig,  Ask  for  him  the  fcingDom  alfo; 
fo^  \)t  \$  miUEdEUlEr  %\^X\lX.  (d)  (where,  by  the 
way,  we  may  obferve  that  Solomon  himfelf,  who 
did  not  ufe  to  fpeak  improperly,  affirms  that  by 
the  Ordinary  Right  and  Courfe  of  Succejfton,  the 
Kingdom  was  to  have  gone  according  to  the  Natural 
Law  of  Primogeniture) :  But,  as  he  was  the  Perfbn, 
who  was,  exfrejly  and  by  Name,  promifed  to  be 
Eftablifhed  in  the  Throne,  by  the  Lord,  even  be- 
fore his  Birth  (e)  ;  of  which  David  was  alfo  put 
.  in  mind  afterwards  by  Nathan  the  Prophet  of  the 
Lord  (/)  •,  Therefore  (and  for  that  Reafbn  only) 

it 


*  .  U)  Udi.  ofo^dlenceQfSulj.p.  12?.  (h)  Chandl.  Serm.'j.Jsm. 
"t^j6.  p.z}  (tf./ J.  Archer  <Tf  Tunbridge.  8  ^m?.  1714.  p.  i;. 
*{^)  iKin.  »'T2-    (4)  a  Sam.  v;/.  IS,    (/)  iChr.  xxii.9,10. 
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it  was,  that  Solomon  was  immediately  fet  upon  thfif 
Throne,  by  David's  Order,  according  to  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  (a). 

This  is  further  manifefted  both  by  David  and 
Solomon  himfelf.  For  David  inftruSiiiig  Solomon  in 
God's  Promifes  and  his  Duty,  tells  him,  The  Word 
of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  faying  ASon  jljall  be  horn  to  theCy 
his  Name  fh all  be  Solomon  :  and  I  will  ejfahlijh  the  Thrane  of 
his  Kingdom  cve-r  Ifrael /or  everiV).  And  in  a  '^tt 
SpeechjW herein  he  declared  both /jjVoipw  3.nd  Solomon'' f 
^i'\}inz  Hi5l}t,he  fays,  The  Lord  God  o/Ifrael  chofe  me 
before  all  the  Houfe  of  my  Father^  to  he  King  over  Ilrael/tfr 
tve'r— :  And  of  all  my  SonSy  he  hath  chofe n  Solomon^  my 
Son,  to  ft  ifpon  the  Throne  of  the  Kingd.om  of  the  Lord 
over  Ifrael  \  and  he  faid  unto  me^  I  will  efablip  his  King' 

dom  fr  ever  (c) .     And   again  he   faith,  Solomon 

my  Son,  toljom  aloUE  (Bot)  liatl)  c!)Ofcil  (d),  &c.  Thus 
Solomon  alio  himfelf  f^ys.  The  Lord  hath  performed 
his  Word  that  he  f pake,  and  I  am  rifcn  up  in  the  ream  of 
David  my  Father,  and.  fit  en  the  Throne  of  Ifrael,  as  the 

Lord  promifed  {e)  • .     And  again  Solomon  faid 

unto  God,  Thou  hajl  jliewed  great  Meny  unto  David 
my  Father,  and  haf  made  me  to  Reign  in  hisfiead  (/).  In 
full  Conviction  whereof,  and  to  put  his  Title  out  of 
all  'Doubt,  all  the  Princes,  W  f^f  Mighty  Men,  and 
all  tI)C  ^onS  likewife  of  King  David,  fuhmitted  them- 
felves  unto  Solomon  the  King  (g). 

'Tis   true,  Adonijah  (his  (ItlDcCt  feutbibing;  B^O^^ 

tl)Cr)  at  ftrft  made    a   Party  to  fecure    his  Natural 

Rio-ht  of  Succejfton.     And  fuch   was  the    Univerfal 

■Refpe£t  to  the  Law  of  primogeniture,    that  all 

3fracl  fet  their  Faces  on  him,  that  he  pould  reign   (Jo)  : 
But  he  foon  was  convinced  of  his  Error,  and  ack- 
nowledged. 


-    {a)  \Yi\n.i.ii,&c.        (I>)  I  Chron.  xxil.  8,&c.        {c)i 

"Chrxm.  xxviii.  4,  5,  6,  7.    (d) —xxix.  i,  &c.    (e)  1  Kin. 

vli.io.     (f)    iChron. ;.  I.    ig)  i  Ch:on.  xxiv.  24.     (h)   i 
Kin.  //.  i;. 
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nowledged,  that  the  Kingdom  was  his  Brother  ^ijs 
loinon'0  from  t!lC  iLO?D  ^  who  done  lias  the  Power 
and  Prerogative  to  difpeiile  vvit]i,  and  luperfede  his 
own   Laws,  and  thofe  of  Nature. 

Here,  though  the  Cafe  is  plain  enough  in  it  felf^ 
yet  I  find  it  necellary  to  add  a  Remark  with  re- 
Ipeft  to  the  Infinuation  of  Mr.  IVhifton.  He  admits, 
that  yldonljah  was  the  Eldefi  S>m  then  alive,  but 
iniinuates,  that  neverthelefs,  u4don ij ah  h'^mCeli'''-  does 
*'  not  yet  deay,  that  the  Confent  of  the  People  was 
^'  alfo  recjuifite  in  fuch  a  Caie  ;,  and  that  when  God 
"  turned  the  Hearts  of  the  People  to  recogyjiz.e  Solo^ 
"  W6»«,  that  IflECOjnition  was  ?.  Sufficient  Title  to  the 
*'  Throne,  even  in  Bart  to  that  ^imogcuiturc  it 
''  relf"(4).  In  anfwer  to  which,  and  to  demon- 
strate the  Fallacy  thereof,  it  is  obfervable,  tliat 
Adonijah  affirms  ('and  appeals  even  to  Solomons  Mo- 
ther for  the  Truth  of  it)  that  tlie  Right  of  Succejfion 
was  his :  'EbOlt  fenotocft  (fays  he)  that  the  King- 
dom was  mine •:,  (meaning  hy  t]\Q  Natural  Rigljt 

of  Primogeniture^  :  as  if  he  had  laid  ^according  to 
Peter  Martyr)  this  is  fo  Notorious  and  Afanifefi,  that 
it  is  impojfibleyoufyould  he  ignorant  of  it  (^)  •  For  (as 
Adonijah  proceeds)  lb  fully  lenfible  was  every 
Body  ot  that  my  Inherent  Ri^ht,  by  virtue  of  the 
Laws  of  God  and  Nature  (which  alio  they  kn^^^f, 
to  be  ablblutely  3Cut)Cfcaflblc  (r)  without  the  raanifeft 
and  apparent  Interpohtion  of  6'<7^/j;>/;/f//,  and  that 
too,  not  by  doubtful  Events,  vvhich  lome  affeft  to 
call  the  Appearance  of  God  hy  his  Providence,  but 
by  an  exprefs  and  clear  Revelation^  tor  that  pur- 
pofe)  that  they,  even  all  Bifracl,  fet  their  Faces  on  me 
that  Ijhould  reign,  as  being  their  King's  Elde/h  San. 
But  when  it  appeared   beyond  all  Doubt,  bv  fuch 

Pubiick 
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PublicJc  Revelation,  to  be  the  Will  of  God,  to  alter 
the  Entail,  then  (and  not  before)  they  acknow- 
ledged the  Kingdom  to  he  turned  about  to  Solomon,  be- 
caufe  it  was  f  ijEl  from  t!)C  3lO^D :  And  as  Jdonijah 
himfelf  (being  likewife  made  fenfible  of  God's  ex- 
erciling  his  Peculiar  Prerogative  in  that  Cale)  readif 
Jy  fubmitted  and  waved  his  Claim  to  the  Crown, 
there  was,  from  that  time,  no  other  Vretender  in 
view,  and  confequently  no  Colour,  for  any 
one  to  fcruple  the  'Recognition  of  Solomon,  whom 
God  himfelf  had  fb  unqueftionably  appointed  and 
even  Named  to  be  their  King,  as  before  is  demon- 
ftrated. 

Neverthelels  fb  far  was  that  Recognition  from  be- 
ing a  Sufficient  ('or  indeed  any)  Title  to  the  Crown, 
much  lels  a  Barr  to  the  Vrimogeniture  (as  that  Lear- 
ned Scripture  Volitician  pretends^  that  the  very  Word 
IRecognition  necelTarily  fuppofes  a  frior  Eight  inhe- 
rent in  the  Perfon  Recogniz^ed,  and  implies  an  Ac- 
knowledgment of  that  prior  Right,  not  the  giving 
O^SLnew  one:  Befides,  1  u4ppeal  to  the  Confciences  and 
Common  Senfe  of  all  Mankind,  Whether  any  thing 
can  be  found  more  clear  in  the  whole  Bible  than 
this,  That  the  People  looked  upon  it  as  their  indi- 
fpenfihle  Duty  to  Recognizee  the  Right  of  the  Eldefi 
Son,  according  to  the  known  Laws  :  Till  being  made 
thoroughly  fenfible,  that  God  had  openly  dilpen- 
fed  with  his  own  Laws  (in  that  particular  CajV)  and 
declnred  himfelf  in  favour  of  Solomon  by  Name, 
and  that,  to  make  it  the  more  notorious  to  them, 
Adonijah  himfelt  had  alfo  waived  his  Pretention  to 
the  Crown,  the  People,  then  having  no  room  left 
to  difpute  the  Title,  readily  recogniz,ed  him  whom 
the  Lord  had  fb  exprefly  nominated,  and  to  whom 
jidoni'fah    himfelf   had  as  exprefly  fubmitted. 

Nor  can  I  fee  what  Colour  of  Scripture  our  Author 
has  to  infinuate,  that  Cod  in  thisTranflation,  had  re- 
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fpe£l  to  Perfofial  Firtue,  Goodnefsy  and  Defert  (^). 
He  ventures  indeed,  with  AlTurance  enough,  tho* 
without  Authority,  to  call  Solomon  the  better  Son, 
and  jidonijah  the  worfe  :  but  he  will  have  much  ado  to 
prove  that,  efpecially  at  the  time  when  God  reveal- 
ed his  Refolution  to  eftablifli  Solomon  in  the  Throne, 
unlefs,  as  he  did  in  the  Cafe  of  Efau  and  Jacob,  he 
will  pretend  to  diftinguilh  the  better  from  the  worfey 
before  they  were  born,  or  were  capable  of  doing 
either  good  or  evil  (b)  •,  which,  with  Submiflion,  does 
not   become  him  to  judge  of. 

However,  from  this  laft  Obfervation,  we  may- 
fee  the  Neceflity  of  thofe  Speeches  which  David 
and  Solomon  made  in  Maintainance  of  their  Divine 
Right :  That  tlie  People  might  perceive,  by  apparent 
Proofs,  that  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  Nature  were 
not  altered  by  them,  without  the  exprefs  Revelation 
and  Appointment  of  the  Lord  -^  which  alone  fuper- 
fedes  all  other  Legal  Qualifications  whatfoever. 
Upon  which  account  Cand  no  other  J  Adon  ij  ah,  a.nd 
all  who  had  helped  him  to  exalt  himfelf  againft 
the  Lord^s  exprefs  Ordinance,  were  guilty  of  Vfur* 
fat  ion  and  Treafon,  and  had  thereby  forfeited  their 
Lives  as  well  as  Imployments,  to  Solomons  Mercy. 

And  as  Adonijah  himfelf  had  a  Pardon  only  upon 
Condition  of  future  good  Behaviour  (and  therefore 
loft  his  Life  afterwards,  as  foon  as  the  King  judged 
the  Condition  broken  ^)  fo  Abiathar  his  Life  was 
fpared  by  King  Solomon,  for  his  former  good  Services 
to  King  David,  but  the  Priejlhood  was  taken  from 
him  and  Rejlored  to  Zadok,  that  he  might  fulfil  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  which  he  [pake  concerning  the  Houfe  of 
Eli  in  Shiloh  (c).  However,  cho'  Zadok  hid  not 
been  ('as  indeed  he  was^  of  the  Elder  Family  ;   yet 
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dou'btlefs  it  was  a  great  Favour  towards  AhUtha>'^ 
for  the  King  to  be  content  with  accepting  his  for- 
feited Ojjice  orAjy  when  his  L//<?  was  forfeited  alfo, 
and  that  too  for  fo  notorious  a  Crime  as  that  oF 
High-Treafon. 

But  before  I  leave  this  Cafe,  I  muft  take  No- 
tice of  what  Ufe  is  made  thereof  by  certain 
poputar  Writers^  among  whom  it  is  of  late  be- 
come a  ftanding  Argument  for  the  fuppofed 
Right  of  the  Civil  Magifl-r^tes  to  Deprive  JBijhops  and 
other  Ecclefiaftical  Verfons  from  their  Ecclefin(iicnt 
Vimtllonsj  or  at  leaft  the  entire  Exercife  thereof,  up- 
on meerly  Civil  or  State  Crimes.  Thus  an  Eminent 
Modern  before  quoted  calls  it  "  fo  plain  and  fo  un- 
''  exceptionable  an  Inftance  againft  the  Adverfa- 
*'  ries  of  Lay-Deprivations,  in  this  very  Point  of  De- 
"  privation^  that  he  thinks  their  own  Anfwers  fhew 
"  the  Impoffibility  of  getting  clear  of  it".  And 
to  put  the  better  Colour  upon  his  Argument, 
he  makes  bold  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  affirms 
that  "  Solomon  deprived  one  of  the  Exercife  of  his 
"  Function,  to  which  he  h  'd  been  appointed  accord- 
^''  ing  to  the  hijlitiition  of  God  himfelf,  and  the  fame 
*'  Solomon  appointed  another  to  fucceed  him  ".  And 
upon  this  he  flourifhes,  after  his  manner,  and  in- 
fultingly  demands  "  What  can  be  a  more  exprefs 
**  Parallel  than  this,  of  the  Supreme  Civil  Power  de- 
^'  priving  0?2e  Ecclefiaftical  Perfon,  and  putting  in 
'^  Another^  upon  the  fole  Confideration  of  the  In- 
**  tere^  of  the  State  "  (a)  ?  Now  as  it  is  not  my  Bu- 
finefs  here  to  follow  him  out  of  my  own  Road, 
I  Ihall  not  purfue  him  through  his  ieveral  Turns 
of  Reafoning  upon  it,  but  ftick  clofe  to  the  Fafts, 
■as  I  have  them  warranted  by  the  Holy  Scriptures-: 
Wherein  1  find,  that  God  had  long  before  given  to 
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the  Family  of  Eleaz.ar,  the  Covenant  of  an  ever- 
Jaftlng  Priei^hood  (<»),  or  (as  it  is  worded  '\n  our 
old  Traiiflatlon)  tl)€  |i>licft  %  £)f(ice  fo^  c\)cr ;  where- 
as the  Power  and  Autliority  of  the  H.'gh-Priefihood 
was  to  be  removed  from  the  Family  of  Jthamar, 
and  they  being  reduced  to  great  Diftrefs  and  Po- 
verty, ihould  lee  their  Honour  and  Office  refto- 
red  to  another  Line  (h)  ^  all  which  was  fuliilled 
by  Solomon  here,  when  he  removed  Ablathar  of  the 
Jioufe  of  Ithamar,  and  reftored  Zadok  of  the  Houfe 
of  Elcazay.  So  that  even  fuppofing  it  to  have  been 
a  Deprivation  indeed,  yet  Solomon  can't  truly  be 
fiiid  to  have  Deprived  one  that  was  appointed  accor- 
ding to  the  Infi-itution  of  God  himfdfj  and  to  have  af- 
fainted  another  by  virtue  of  the  Supreme  Civil  Power, 
as  that  Writer  affirms ! 

Neither  was  this  done  (as  our  Author  tenderly 
Xyords  it)  upon  the  fole  Confideration  of  the  hncrcfl  of  the 
StAte :  Nor  yet  by  a  Prince  whofe  Right  to  the 
Throne  was  doubtful,  and  difputed^  but  by  Om 
whole  Right  was  allowed  by  all  Men  to  have  been 
.Z)m;7e  and  indifputable,  and  that  too  for  no  lefsa 
Crime  than  High-Treafon^  proved  by  manifefl  Overt- 
A^s,  as  before  is  noted. 

But  after  all,  this  pretended  Deprivation  appears 
to  have  been  no  more  than  a  Banijiiment  from  Je- 
rufdlem,  arid  Confncment  to  his  Fields  at  Anathoth  (c), 
(which,  by  the  way,  belonged  to  him  as  Vricst  (d)y 
;iot  as  his  private  Eflate,  and  which  therefore  he 
had  been  incapable  of  enjoying,  if  he  had  been 
deprived  of  hhfaccrdotal  CharaBcr)  :  In  Conlequence 
whereof  he  was  of  Courfe  incapable  of  Officiating, 
as  before  ^  the  Fundions  of  the  Priesthood  being 
confined  to  the  Temple  at  Jerufalemy  lb  that  his  Ba- 
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nilhment  from  thence  muft  neceiTarily  detain  him 
from  the  Exercife  of  his  Office.     But  ftill  he  was- 
no  lefs  qualified  for  it  than  before,  in  cafe  he  had 
been  allowed  to  Return  to  the  Temple :  And  we 
find  him  ftill  acknowledg'd  to  be  a  Priefi-,  notwith- 
ilanding  this  Sentence,  in  the  fame  Rank  too  as  he 
was  before,  even  in  the  time  of  David  {a)  ^  that 
is  to  fay,  that  Ahiathar  was  Chief  or:  High-Priefl  of 
the  Second  Sacerdotal  Order  over   the  Eight  Families 
of  the  Houfe  of  Jthamar,  whereas  Zadok  was  Chief 
or    Supreme    Metrofolitan    over  the  Sixteen    Families 
of  the  Houfe  o^Eleaaar  j  But  upon  this  Punifhment 
of  Ahiathar y  and  his  confequent  Difability  to  exe- 
cute the  Office,  ZadoliS  Jurifdidion  was  enlarged 
to  the  Extent  of  thofe   Eight   Families  as  well  as 
the  other  fixteen,  that  is,  over  all  the  Sons  of  Aa- 
ron (h).    With  what  Truth  therefore  this  Ajfertor 
of  Lay  Deprivations  can  averr,  that   Solomon  "  by 
"  his  own  Authority,  took  away  what  he  never 
"  gave,  nay,  what  Ahiathar  had  from  God  himfelf " 
(c^  ^  (by  which  he  muft  mean  his  Sacerdotal  Cha- 
raEler,  if  his  Meaning  may  ever  be  gathered  from 
his  Words),  I  leave  to  our  Unprejudic'd  Readers 
to  judge  ! 

I  might  here  charge  him  with  the  Cenfure  of  a 
Conbocation  which  has  condemned  it  as  a  great  Er- 
ror (d),  m  any  Man  to  affirm^  "  that  the  Pcofle  had 
anyLawfui  Interefi:  at  any  time  —  either  to  chufe 
their  PrzVy?/,  or  (they  being  appointed  of  God,  as 
'■  is  aforefaidj  to  deprive  them  of  their  Places,  " 
&c.  But  becaufe  Convocations  may  feem  to  be  of 
little  or  no  Authority  with  him,  I  ihall  effeftually 
^ew  the  Abfurdity  of  his  Notions  in  this  Cafe, 

by 
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by  confronting  him  with  his  Friend  Mr.  Whiflon^ 
ajid  fo  leave  them  to  reconcile  it  is  they  can.  This 
Gentleman  having  ftated  the  Cafe  now  before  us, 
among  thofe  where  Perforts  ufe  their  jiuthority  fome' 
what  out  of  their  ufual  Sfbere,  concludes  upon  the 
whole,  that  "  here  is  no  Civil  Deprivation  of  an  Ec- 
"  clefiafticiil  Perfon,  or  fecular  Entrenchment 
"  on  the  Ecclefiaftical  Authority,  butajuftExe- 
**  cution  of  the  Divine  Decree ^  without  any  fuch 
"  Deprivation  or  Entrenchment  at  all  "  (a).  And 
in  Iiis  Dedication  to  that  other  Writer  (taking  Occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  of  the  Lay-Deprivation  of  Arch-Bifjof 
Bancroft  and  diverfe  other  Bifjops  of  the  Churches  of 
England  and  Ireland^  and  of  all  thofe  of  Scotland,  fbon 
after  the  late  Revolution')  he  reflefts  upon  all  fuch 

Deprivations  thus "  Depriving  Bifljops  from  the 

*'  Exercife  ot  their  Spiritual  Power,  by  a  meer  Secular 
"  Authority^  for  meer  Secular  Offences,  feems  to  me 
*'  almoft  as  abfurd  as  the  pretended  Power  of  the 
"  Bijhop  of  Rome,  to  Deprive  Secular  Princes  of  their 
*'  Secular  Power  tor  Eulefafiical  Offences,  And  thofe 
"  that  are    fenfible   of  the   great  Vfurpation  and 
"  Wickednefs  of  the  latter,    ought   never  to  give 
*'  any  Encouragement  to  it,  by  juftifyiug  the  former 
"  Procedure  :  Efpecially  while  the  State  has  many 
"  other  eafy  and  unexceptionable  Ways  of  Puni- 
"  ihing  Seditious     or  Rebellious    Clergymen,    and 
"  can  therefore   never  be  under  any  great  Tem- 
*'  ptation  to  do  what  is,  in  it  felf,  fo  perfertlp  ^U* 
"  juftiflablc,   upon  the    Foot  of  Scripture  and  C^n- 
"  fiianity ;    I    fay,    pcrffCtlp     ^njuOiflablE ,    upon 
*'  thofe  Foundations.      For,  as  I  have  fhewed  in 
'  "  this  ElTay,  that  the  Cafe  of  Jhiathar  deprived 
**  by  Solomon,  which  is  the  only  pretended  Scripture 
J*  Example,  was  of  another  Nature,  and   done  upon 

*'  another 
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*'  another  Foundation  ^  lb  is  the  old  State  of  ChnlH" ' 
*'  unity  known  to  be  fully  again^  luch  a  Pradice  ^ 
**  infomuch  that  the  greateft  V^indicators  of  the 
"  State  at  the  Kcfo^matiOU  and  IRetoXutiOlI,  have 
''  not,  I  think,  been  able  to  produce  one  fmgle  Au- 
"  thority  for  it,  at  leaft,  not  till  fuch  late  Centuries 
^^  as  are  of  no  value,  when  unfupported  by  earlier 
jintiquity  "  (<?). 

I  need  make  no  Apology  for  enlarging  fo  much 
upon  this  Cafe,  becaufe  it  is  matter  of  great  Con- 
troverfy,  with  refpeft  to  the  Right  of  Kings,  and 
the  Dodrine  of  the  Independency  of  the  Church  upon 
the  State  J  as  to  its  pure  ffiritual  Powers.  But  to  pro- 
ceed in  my  Difcourfe. 

After  the  Death  of  Solomon,  the  Original  Law  of 
i^EteDitar^  ^uccefQon,  according  to  ^^o^rimitp  of 
3BlooD,  came  to  be  exactly  obferved  in  the  King- 
dom of  Judah.  For,  in  Obedience  thereto,  all 
Ifrael  cayne  to  Shechem  to  Rehoboam  to  male  (Jj)^ 
(ox  more  properly  recojui^t)  him  King,  who  was 
Solomon'' s  Son  and  Vndozibted  Heir.  But  here  the  Tch 
Rebellious  Tribes  under  Pretence  of  (S^ietanccjcl,  even 
in  Solomons  Reign,  prefume  to  Remonfirate  againft 
them,  and  to  infift  upon  Terms  with  their  Lawful 
King  (as  if  Liberty  and  Property  were  things  th^t  a.  King 
only  could  have  no  Pretence  to  \)  which  he,  thro* 
a  Judicial  Infatuation  (for  the  Puniihment  of  the  Sins 
of  Solomon,  as  had  been  foretold  by  the  Lord  (c) 
anfwering  impolitickly,  gave  Occafion  to  thofe 
Tribes  to  Revolt,  as  will  be  fhewn  hereafter.  How- 
ever, the  Loyal  Tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  (which 
becaufe  their  PoiTeflions  were  intermixed  are  fome- 
times  reckoned  as  onej  continued  to  be  Faithful^  and, 
bear  true  Allegiance  to  their  King^s  Son, 

But 
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But  neverthelefs,  left  their  Example  fhould  be 
of  any  U(e  to  the  Advocates  for  Hereditary  Eighty  Mr. 
irhiflon  (whole  Byns  is  always  turn'd  the  other  way) 
infinuates,  that  *'  his  Father  s  Favour,  his  A'fothers 
*'  JntereJl,  and  his  own  Behavioury  Ibme  or  all,  pro- 
"  cur'd!  him  the  General  Good-Will  of  the  Twa 
*'  Tribes  ^  who  went  to  Shechem,  and  there,  in  a  So^ 
"  lemn  Ajfembly  made  him  their  King  "  (4).  Now 
tho'  the  Drift  of  all  this  is  apparently  to  fupporC 
the  Claim  of  popular  Contentions  in  malting  Itingsf, 
yet  I  muft  take  the  Liberty  to  demand,  From  what 
other  Motives  than  that  of  True  Loyalty,  the  Two 
Tribes  could  reafonably  be  induced  to  adhere  to 
their  King''s  Son  and  Heir,  when  the  other  Ten  re- 
belled againft  him  ?  What  5cr//'r«rf-Evidence  to 
prove,  that  his  Father  s  Favour,  his  Aiother'^s  Interest^ 
and  his  own  Behaviour,  fhould  not  be  as  much  re- 
garded in  Ipracl  as  Judah  ?  Did  his  Father  ever  ex- 
prefs  any  extraordinary  Favour  tor  him  ?  Or  had  his 
Mother  any  particular  IntereB  after  his  Father's 
Death,  to  prevail  with  xheTwo  Tribe  s,h\\t  not  with 
the  Ten  ?  If  lo,  we  may  expert  to  find  the  Qoapter 
And  Verfe  I  As  to  his  own  Behaviour,  'tis  plain,  that 
was  fo  very  Impolitick,  as  well  as  Unpopular,  that 
it  could  not  poflibly  ;?roc:^rf  Wnn  any  Good  Will :  But, 
inftead  thereof,  if  the  Two  Tribes  had  been  given 
to  Cljange,  like  the  reft,  and  not  of  truly  Loyal  Prin- 
ciples, they  would  moft  probably  have  voted  the 
Tlxione  vacant,  and  placed  another  therein,  by  their 
own  pretended  Authority,  as  the  other  Ten  did.  But 
they,  not  regardmg;  the  Rebellious  PraUices  of  the 
reft,  nor  thinking  greater  /jilimbcrS  any  Argument 
in  Matters  of  IRiglit  anP  EDutp,  proceeded  by  them- 
felves  to  IRfcogni^e  the  /Natural  Kiglit  of  their 
JLatoful  feinj'g  &on  (even  tho'  they  could  promife 
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themlelves  nothing  from  his  own  Declaration  to 
them  but  the  moft  Arbitrary  Tyranny),  as  all  the  o- 
ther  Tribes  were  ready  too  to  have  done,  if  they 
had  not  been  afted  by  Principles  of  Human  Politicks, 
rather  than  thole  of  Religion  and  Loyalty  ;  and  how 
much  the  |0ubltc!t  (I500D  was  effeded  thereby,  will 
be  feen  its  proper  Place. 

In  the  mean  time  I  fhall  proceed  upon  the  Sue 
cejfion  of  thofe  Kings,  who  reigned,  according  to  the 
Original  Law  of  l^ctetitatp  lillght  and  p^oritnity  of 
551O0t),  over  the  Loyal  Tribes  of  Judah  and  Benfamin  \ 
who  having  been  a  Race  of  Kings  (d.s  is  confefs'dj 
by  i^ibine  Appointment  W,  we  may  obferve,  that 
the  Preheminence  of  the  |0^imogtnitttrc  is  admitted 
to  be  a  Divine  Right  •,  (for  'tis  plain,  none  of  thefe 
Kings  had  any  other  Evidence  of  God''s  Depgnation^ 
than  that  of  their  Birth  or  Hereditary  Right,  tho' 
one  of  this  Author  s  Friends  flicks  not  to  call  ic 
Maffhemy  (b). 

But,  before  I  come  to  the  Particulars,  1  {Kail  take 
.Kotice  here,  once  for  all,  of  a  piece  of  Criticifm, 
fitter  indeed  to  be  expos'd  than  ferioully  anfwer'd. 
Mr.  Whiflon  (forgetful  of  the  Impartiality  he  pretends 
to  in  his  Title  Page)  when  no  other  Falfe  Colours 
can  be  be  found  to  caft  a  Blot  upon  that  hated  Do- 
ftrine  of  Hereditary  Right,  takes  upon  him  to  fuppofe, 
for  prefvme  rather)  that  wherever  we  meet  with  the 
Mother's  Name,  it  is  an  Argument,  that  fuch  Suc- 
cefTor  was  not  the  Eldefi  Son,  and  Heir  by  Defcent ; 
by  which  Fallacy  alone,  he  has  difparag'd  almoft 
the  whole  Line  of  Kings,  as  well  in  Judah,  as  in  Jf- 
rati  \  but  with  how  little  Juftice  or  Reafon,  1  leave 
to  the  Reader  to  judge  from  this  one  Remark,  That 
Mr,  Whifion  has  unfortunately  Iplit  upon  a  Rock,  at 
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liis  very  fiift  launching  out.  For  even  'Rehoboam 
himfelf,  the  firft  of  all  thole  in  the  Kini^doni  of  Ju- 
liih,  lias  his  Mother  s  Nume  recorded  with  him  (and 
that  too  twice  in  one  Chapter  (^j,  which  is  more 
tlian  we  ufually  meet  with  in  the  reft)  :  and  yet 
Mr.  Whifion  himfelf  owns,  that  he  "  fucceeded  So- 
"  lemon,  as  it  were  of  Courfe  -^  that  is,  no  one  elfe 
"  feems  to  have  ftood  his  Competitor,  he  probably 
"  being  the  Eldefi,  if  not  the  Only  Son  (b):'  Which 
plainly  demonftrates  the  Abfurdity  of  that  his  own 
peculiar  Obfervation  !  And  therefore  I  fliall  take 
no  further  Kotice  of  it. 

As  Solomon  was  fucceeded  by  Rchoboayn  his  Son 
and  Heir,  lb  was  Rehoboam  fucceeded  by  Ahljah  (or 
Abijam)  his  Son  and  Heir  (c).  For,  tho',  tis  true,  we 
re;id,  that  Rehoboam  had  three  Sons  by  his  formef 
Wives  (^),  and  confequently  that  he  was  not  the 
I^ldeft  at  the  time  that  his  Father  made  him  Chief,  to 
he  Ruler  over  his  Brethren  •,  and  tho'  his  Father 
thought  alio  to  make  him  King  (e),  (which  is  indeed  an 
Evidence  of  a  partial  Favour  for  him  J)  during  their 
Lives  \  yet  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  that  Abi- 
jah  was  not  the  Eldefi  Survivor  at  the  time  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Death,  and  his  own  Succeiiion  to  the  Tlirone. 
On  the  contrary,  it  no  where  appears,  that  they,  or 
any  one  of  them  was  living  at  that  time.  For  if  there 
had  been  any  Elder  furviving,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed but  we  fliould  have  heard  fomething  of  his  Pre- 
ten/ion  ^  of  which  as  there  is  not  the  leaft  Hint  up- 
on Record,  we  may  fiifely  conclude,  that  they  were 
all  dead  before  their  Father,  3r)d  ihsit  Abi jam  was 
his  Heir  and  Lawful  Sacccjfor,  by  due  Courfe  of  Inhe- 
ritance.     And  the  rather  for  that  we  have  a  Precc- 
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dent  for  it  in  the  flime  Holy  Writings  ^    wherein  we 
find,  that  Adonijah  had  once  had  three  Elder  Brethren 
too  (a),  one  ot  whom,  for  ought  that  appears  to 
the  contrary,  might  have  furvived  his  Father  ;  and 
yet,  becauie  there  is   no  mention  of  him,   or  his 
Pretenfwns,  but  Adonijah  is  the  next  who  puts  in  his 
Claim  to  the  Inheritance^   'tis  therefore  reafonably 
prefum'd  by  all  Men,  that  all  the  Elder  were  dead, 
tho'  that  is  not  recorded  ^  and  Adonijah  is  univerfal- 
iy  efteem'd  to  have  been  the  Eldeft  furviving  Son 
of  Davidy  at  that  Demife  of  the  Crown.    Thus  it 
is  juftly  argued,   that  fmce  we   read,   that  Amnon 
was  murderM,   and  Abfalom  flain  in  Battle,   "  we 
*'  may  reafonably  prefume,  that  Daniel  or  Chileab,  as 
"  he  is  el fewhere  called,  died  a  Natural  Death  be- 
*'  fore  his  Father.    For  there  appears  no  Reafon, 
*'  why  Adonijah  iliould  fpeak  as  he  does,  (\  Kings  it. 
"  85.)  but  his  Priority  of  Birth,  or,  in  the  Modern 
*'  Language,  his  Hereditary  Right,  as  Eldeft  Branch 
*'  of  the  Royal  Family  (&).  "   For  as,  in  that  Cafe, 
Adonijah  afferted  his  own  immediate  Right,   before 
the  Mother  of  Solomon  fas  before  is  at  large  fet 
forth),  fo,  in  this,  Ahijah  afferts  his  to  the  whole 
Inheritance,  in  as  ftrong  Terms  as  is  poiTibie,  even 
to  the  Face  of  him  who  had  Vfurped  the  greateft 
Part  thereof,   and  before  all  his  Army    (which  I 
ihall  have  Occafion  to  mention  hereafter,  in  the 
Cafe  of  Jeroboam,  and  to  which  I  ihall  therefore  re- 
fer my   Reader    from  this  PlaceJ.     And  befides, 
there  is  not  the  leaft  Appearance  of  any  other  ^jc^ 
tenDtr,  claiming  by  any  prior  Right,  but  Abijah  fuc- 
ceeded  peaceably,  without  any  Opposition  (as  Mr.  IVhifion 
confeites  (c),    w  hich  is  the  very  Argument  that  pre- 
vails with  him  to  admit  Rehoboam  to  have  been  the 
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Kext  Heir,  becauie,  fays  he,  nooyieelfe  feems  to  have 
flood  his  Competitor  ^  Which,  if  it  be  a  good  ArgumeiiC 
ill  one  Ca(e,  is  fiirely  as  good  in  another.  Nay,  fur- 
ther, there  feems  to  be  fomething  worth  our  No- 
tice, in  the  very  Phrafe,  which  is  objected.  For  it 
is  not  faid.  That  Rehoboam  made,  or  refolved  to  make, 
but  it  is  hinted  only,  as  an  Indigefted  Thought  of  a 
rafli  Prince,  that  he  tljOUgI)t  (or  had  fome Thoughts, 
as  we  fay)  to  make  him  King  :  Nor  does  Ahijah'^s 
fucceeding  to  the  Crown  afterwards,  prove,  in  the 
leaft,  that  he  obtain'd  it  only  in  Conlequence  ot 
that  Thought,  but,  for  ought  that  can  be  prov'd  to 
the  contrary,  as  his  Right  by  Survivorfup.  Much 
lefs  can  we  argue  (as  Mr.  H^ifi-on  does)  becauie  his 
pather  made  him  Ruler  among  his  Brethren,  in  his  own 
Lifetime  ,  that  therefore  he  broke  through  the 
Right  of  Primogeniture  (a)  ^  for  I  know  no  Law,  that 
hinders  a  Sovereign  Prince,  from  conftituting  his  own 
Jnferiour  Magijhates,  without  Regard  to  Age  or  Fa- 
mily, tho'  he  may  not  indeed  do  fo,  in  appointing 
his  Succeffors  in  the  Throne. 

But  will  it  not  put  Abijah^  K^CtcDltatp  lfligl)t  out 
of  all  Difpute,  if  we  oblerve,  in  the  Royal  Pedigree 
recorded  by  St.  Matthew,  that  our  Blcffed  Saviours 
Title  to  the  Sceptre  of  the  Jevps,  is  derived  through 
jihi'jah,  (as  well  as  the  reft  of  that  Royal  Line,  here- 
in let  forth)  ?  For  if  Chrifi's  being  the  Alejfuh  de- 
pends upon  his  being  the  Son  of  D.fvid  and  King  of 
the  Jews,  (as  without  Queftion  it  does)  then  how 
can  we  make  a  Doubt  of  the  Right  ofAbijalj  (or  any 
of  the  reft  in  that  Pedigree^  without  raifijig  a  ftrong 
Objeftion  againft  that  ot  our  Blejfed  Saviour  himfeif 
alfo  ? 

Abijam  being  thus  proved  a  Lawful  King,   pais 
we  on  to  Aft,   his  Son   and  Heir,   who    fucceeded 
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him  (rf)  ^  and  who  was  himfelf  fucceeded  by  Jeho' 
fof'hat  his  Son  and  Heir  (6)  ',  and  'Jehofophat  by  ^f/;!?- 
r/^w  his  Sor!  and  Heir  (whofe  Right  of  Succeffion  to 
the  Kingdom  is  particularly   recorded    bccaufc  \st 
toas;   tl)e  Jfirft'-born  (c)^  and    Jehoram  by  Ahaz^iah 
his  Sun  and  Heir  (d)j  without  the  leaft  Interruption. 
For,  though  we  read,  that  he  was  then  the  Tounge(h 
Son  of  Jehoramy  yet  it  follows,  that  he  came  not  to 
the    Crown,  till  the-  Band  of  Men  that  cmne  with  the 
Arabians  to  the  Camf,   had  Min  ^\\  X\]Z    dElDfft  (0  , 
{^o  that  he  was  then  the  Eldej}:  Surviving,  and  con- 
sequently Heir  at  Law.     Which   is  a  maiiifeft  judi- 
cation that  the  Ordina:^  Rule  of  Succeffion  was  Here- 
ditary according  to  Trirnogeniture. 

Neverthelefs   here  Mr.  Whifton  gives  it  another 
VVreft,   in  favour  of  the  Popular   Scheme,   though, 
one  would  think,  nothing  can  be  more  exprefs  to 
the  contrary.    He  fays,  "  The  Inhabitants  of  feni- 
•*'  falem  made   Ahaz^iah    King,   being  deprived  of 
*'  any  other  Choice  among  the  Sons  of  Jehorayn  "  .• 
And  proceeds  to  make   this  Obfervation  from  it, 
"  Here  we  fee,  who  they  were,  that   ufually  made 
*^  or  recognized  Kings  in  Judah  ^  even  the  People 
*'  of  the  Land,  or,  in  this  particular   Cafe,  wher.e 
"  there  was  no  Choice  m  the  Royal  Family,  the 
"  Inhabitants  of  Jerufakrn,  the  Capital  City  alone  " 
(f).      But,  with  Mr.  Whifio-ns   good    Leave,   the 
giving  us  the  Reafon  of  the  Toungefi  Son's  fucceed- 
ing  his  Father  fbccaufc  all  tljc  (ftltJCt  tocrt  t)cati) 
plainly    intimates,  that  he   could  not  have   been 
capable  of  it,  if  any  of  the  Elder  had   been    left 
alive  :  And,  notwithftanding  what  he  infers  froin 
.  the  Inhabitants    of  Jprufalem    making  or  recognizJng 


(a)  I  K'n.  XV.  J.  2  C^ji'o  x'v.  I.  (h)  I  Kin.  xv.  :4.  2  Chro, 
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Kingiy  all  that  they  did,  or  could  do,  was  no  more, 
than  is  done,  in  our  owa  Hereditary  KiuJiium,  upon 
every  Demife  of  the  Crown  ,  where  the  r-rlvy 
CounjfellorSy  and  the  Aiagiftrates  of  the  City  of  Londohy 
together  with  fuch  others  of  the  Nobility^  Gentry, 
and  Inhabitants^  as  are  at  Hand,  make  a  Solemn 
Proclamation  and  Declaration  of  the  j]5atliral  Right 
of  the  i^CyCt  i^cfr  ^  Not  thereby  making  Iiim  King, 
but  rccogniz.ingy  that  he  had  the  IRtgljt  3nlKrent  in 
him,  by  the  Laws  of  God  and  Nature,  and  the  Fun- 
damental Laws  of  the  Land  ^  though  our  Scripture 
Politician  does  not  diftinguifh,  between  Making  and 
Recognizi?!g  of  Kings  !  Nay,  and  that  very  Phrafe 
too,  which  Mr.  Whiflon  takes  his  Objection  from, 
the  People's  making  him  King,  is  honeftly  explained 
even  by  Grotius  himfelf  (who  was  far  from  being  an 
Enemy  to  the  juft  Rights  of  the  People) .-  who 
interprets  this  Adioii  of  the  People,  to  be  no  more 
than  barely  their  placing  him  in  the  Throne  (as  they 
did  alfo  afterwards  in  the  Cafe  of  JoaPt  his  Son 
(a),  which  was  I)ig  iJligljt  (viz..  bv  Birth)  whether 
the  People  had  given  their  f^ote  or  Suffrage  or  not.     His 

own  Words  are  '*  In  Solio  locarunt  nam 

"  regnum  jure  ipfi    debebatur ,  fine    ullis    Populi   Suf" 
«  fragiis  "  {b). 

Hitherto  the  Succeffioii  had  been  Regular  and 
uninterrupted,  in  the  Kingdom  of  5^z^^.j^.  But  no 
fooner  was  AhaTLiah  dead,  than  his  Mother  Arhaliaij 
(the  Daughter  of  the  wicked  Ahab,  the  Son  of 
Owr/jKing  of //J-^(r/)il[urpcD  the  Hereditary  Throne, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  herfelf  a  tlThojOUglj  Set- 
tlement, by  deflroying  all  the  Seed  Royal  except  one 
who  was  hid  trom  her  (c).  And  now,  what  was 
wanting  to  make  her   a  Lawful  Sovereign  that  can 

he 
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be  pleaded  by  any  other  (Elfurpct  i  'Tis  plain, 
ihe  wanted  nothing  but  the  Hereditary  Right:  For 
ihe  had  a  full  ^^offtfGon  of  fix  Years,  the  ^^3* 
tiDcncc  (as  they  call  it)  of  ^UCCCfiS ,  and  the 
|0rople'0  ^UbmifCoil ,  and  no  other  p^cttllDer 
in  view,  to  interrupt  her  :  And  yet  as  "  God  loves 
*'  to  fhew  himfeir,  and  in  an  eminent  manner  to 
*'  take  part  with  Right  and  Jufiice  againft  thole 
*'  mighty  OppreJJors  of  the  Earth,  who,  like  an 
*'  overflowing  Flood,  would  bear  down  all  before 
*'  them  "  (a),  {by  in  this  Cafe,  when  {he  leaft 
dreamed  of  it,  Joaflj,  the  Kigljt  ^e(t  b?  Birtl)  (who 
had  been  miraculouily  preferved  indeed  by  Provi- 
dence) was  unexpectedly  produced,  and  rcfto^et),  and 
theiJEfurpEr  juftl]?  lieftroj'ClJ  ^  And  then  (notwithftand- 
ing  their  forced  Suhmiffion  to  her  during  her  Pof- 
leilion  of  the  Power^  all  the  People  of  the  Land  re- 
joicedy  and  the  City  was  cjuiet^  after  that  they  had  Slain 
Athaliah  (the  Ufurperj  with  the  Sword  (b)  ! 

Here  we  have  a  clear  Light,  whereby  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  public^  (Boot),  from  all  fpecious  Pretences. 
For  we  cannot  doubt,  but  this  Vfurper  would  fas 
all  others  ufually  doj  blind  the  People's  Eyes,  with 
plaufible  Profeflions,  and  Declarations,  how  much 
the  publick  Good  would  be  advanced  by  her  fillif^ 
the  Throne,  and  particularly,  how  much  it  would 
be  better  for  them  to  have  a  Perfon  of  Age  and 
Experience,  than  a  Child  to  be  their  Prince,  and  a 
Babe  to  rule  over  them  (c)  :  And  yet  we  find,  that 
the  publick  Good  and  Tranquillity  was  not  truly 
obtained  in  this  Cafe,  till  the  ^txt'^atiltahtoin 
^Eir,  tho'  a  tender  Infant,  was  reflored  to  his  Bight, 
even  at  the  Expence  of  the  Vfurfers  Life,  and  thofe 
of  her  Adhtrents. 

And 
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And  further,  it  is  well  worthy  of  Obfervation, 
that,  notwitftanding  Mr.  Whiflon  atfefts  to  call  every 
Thing  a  King  or  Queen  (^)  which,  right  or  wrong, 
can  get  a  Crown  upon  its  Head  :  Yet  the  Holy  Ghofi 
(by  whofe  Infpiration  thefe  facred  Books  were 
written)  never  once  gives  yithalia  the  Title  of 
Queen,  though  ihe  was  in  Pofejfion,  but  appropri- 
ates the  Royal  Titles  to  the  laigjltful  fSinj;  tho' 
cut  of  ^offcfOon  5  calling  Joaflj  King  no  lels  than 
jfive  feveral  times,  even  before  his  Keftoration  (where- 
by 'tis  manifeft,  the  Holy  Ghoft  grounded  his 
Title  upon  his  |0;ojrimitp  of  ISIOOD  onlyj.  And 
yet,  when  the  HSfurpct  law  the  King  ftanding  in 
his  place  in  the  Temple,  ihe  could  have  the  Af- 
furance  to  pervert  the  Meaning  of  Words,  crying- 
out  '^rcafon !  'Srcafon  (by.  (or,  as  it  is  in  the  5f/r- 
tuagint,  A  plot !  A  plot !)  though  in  Truth,  fne 
her  felf  was  the  greateft  Tray  tor. 

For,  it  is  truly  obferved,  by  a  Divine  before 
quoted,  that  "  after  God  had  once  fettled  the 
**  Succeflion  of  the  Crown  of  Jfrael,  in  King  Va- 
"  t//^'s  Family,  and  particularly  on  King  Solomo7i\ 
llfue  by  Primogeniture y  it  was  High  Treafon  for 
any  to  put  by  the  Lawful  Heir  and  Succef- 
fbr,  although  the  faid  Heir  was  an  Idolater,  and 
never  lb  bad,  as  to  either  Faith  or  Manners  (b)  . 
For  the  better  Proof  whereof,  he  quotes  that  In- 
terrogation of  Elihu  to  Job  ^  Shall  even  he  that  ha- 
teth  Right  govern  ?  &c.  Where  the  Point  of  Jnterro- 
gation  is  altogether  affirmative,  and  implies,  that 
he  that  hateth  Right,  fliall  and  ought,  however,  to 
govern,  when  he  has  a  Lawful  Title  fo  to  do-,  and  may 
not  be  excluded  or  defofcd  under  that  Pretence 
o^  h\s  want  of  Grace.  Kay,  and  'tis  declared  even 
by  the  Kirk  of  Scotland^  and  their  Friends  in  Eng- 
land 

U)  Script.  Pol.  97.  103.    {b)  a  Kin,  xi.  14.  3  Chn.Kxiii.  rj. 
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land  ill  their  Cofifcjfwn  of  Faith,  ''  That  no  Dijference 
"  in  Religion,  or  even  Infidelity,  does  take  away 
''  the   Right  of  the  King  "  {a). 

Nor  is  it  lefs  remarkable,  that,  when  Command 
was  given  to  feill  t\yz  (Efurpet  atiD  \}ti  0Dljerent^, 
none  were  llain  with  with  her,  but  only  Mattan^ 
the  Iprieft  of  Bad  (h).  From  whence  we  may 
judge  of  the  conftant  and  infeparable  Correfpon- 
dence  there  is  between  IXfurpatiotl  and  ^alfe 
(or  3ilttmo;al  OTo?fl)ip  ;  whereas  no  fooner  was  the 
3Ri5l;t  ^^tit  Kcflo^eti,  but  the  Cruc  KcUjfotl  was 
alfo  Reftorcd,  and  prote^ed  by  him. 

Before  I  leave  this  Cafe,  it  might  be  proper  to 
take  particular  Notice  of  the  Conduct  of  Jehoiada, 
the  High-Priefl :  Becaufe  from  the  part  that  he 
bore,  in  the  Def  oft  ion  of  y4thaliah,  znd  the  Refo- 
ration  of  Joajlj,  iome  pretence  has  been  taken  (by 
certain  Weak,  or,  Faftious  Pap/fis)  to  favour  the 
Tope's  having  a  Power  to  HDcpofc  |0;lncC!3 :  But  with 
how  little  Reafon  will  eafily  appear.  For  it  has 
been  already  fliewn,  That  u4thaliah  was  HOt  a 
€Jueen  but  a  meer  ilfurpct  ^  And  therefore,  to 
a^gue  from  her  Cafe,  to  that  of  a  Lawful  Prince,  is 
abfurd  and  ridiculous.  Befides,  it  is  plain,  that 
what  Jehoida  did,  was  not  by  virtue  of  any  Eccle- 
ftafiical  Authority :  For  he  was  not  only  (in.  right 
of  his  Wifej  the  Prochein  Amies  (as  the  Lawyers 
call  it)  or  next  of  Kin,  to  the  Royal  Infant  but,  by 
the  Special  |^jobiliEnce  of  Gcd  (which  is  moft  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  ProteU:ion  and  Prefervation  of  llatD* 
ful  ^JtinCEls)  was  alfo  become  the  Guardian  and  Pro-- 
teclor  of  his  facredPerfon  (cj,  Nor  did  he  do  any 
thing,  till  he  had  firft  ftrengthened  himfelf,  by 
gaining  to  his   Party  fuch  of  the  Captains,  of  the 

LeviteSf 
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Levltes^  and  the  Fathers  of  Ifmel  (a)  as  he  thought 
fit,  for  his  Afliftance.  Neither  did  he  any  more, 
than  what  Eberp  piibatt  Subject  laVufuUp  mtgl)t  ano 
OUgl)t  to  DO  :  And  for  this  he  produced  a  very  good 
Warrant  from  the  Word  of  6W,  Behold  (ihy^  he) 
Che  feing's  ^011  fliall  rtign,  a0  tlje  ilo?n  Ija'tl)  faiD 
of  tlje  ^onjEf  of  David  (b),  which  is  admitted  to 
have  been  a  Divine  Entail  (c).  From  which  alone 
fif  we  had  nothing  elfe  to  the  fame  purpofe)  we 
may  perceive  that  it  was  the  want  of  this  Divine 
Hereditary  Right  which  made  Athdiah  an  Vfurper ; 
and  not  that  of  the  Cljelee  of  the  People,  (as  Mr. 
Whifion  infmuatesj  (d).  Nor  indeed  can  we  reafbna- 
bly  ftippole ,  that  ihe  had  not  the  Choice  of 
the  People  (or  at  leaft  ibme  thing  that  often  pafles 
for  their.  Confent)  lince  flie  was  able  to  maintain 
herfelf  in  the  Throne  lb  many  Years,  and  the 
King  had  no  Sanduary  left  but  the  Temple  of 
the  Lord :  However,  as  that  was  a  PUce  or  the 
greateft  Security  to  the  Lords  f^icegcrem,  fo  the 
High  Prieft  was  the  only  Pfr/ow  qualified  to  have 
the  Care  of  him  there  \  and  confequently  the  on- 
ly one  who  could  Reft-ore  him  to  his  Longing  Subje&s. 
In  ihort,  fb  far  is  tiiis  Cafe  from  ferving  the  Pi?/:^'^ 
Turn,  or  making  good  his  Pretenjions,  that  (as  fome 
Moderate  Papifts  themfelves  confefs)  "  it  proveth 
"  nothing,  but  that  it  is  Jlafeflll  *br  a  State  or 
"  Commonwealth  to  S)epofE  an  (ilfurptt  atlll  l^t' 
"  (lo;c  tbc  true  l^cit  to  l;is(  l^ig'it ;  and  not  that  he 
"  had  any  Authority  to  De'^'ofe  any  Lawful  Prince, 
"  were  he  orherwifc  never  jo  exorhhayit  in  Life,  A^cnners 
**  And  Belief,  or  cruel  in  his  Government ''  (e). 

N  By 


(a)  2  Chron.xx///.  I,  2.  (/')--3.  :Sarp-j;7.  12  i  Kin./.'-4.— 
I'x.  5.  2  Chron.  v/.  16.  — -u//.  18.  (c)  Sherl.  Cafe  of  Alleg. 
P-  35-  (^)  Script.  Pol. />.  43.  {e )  Ws^rm'wgxon  f  Midcrarc  Def. 
V"  ^^fOathot'  Alleg.  f.  13. 
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By  this  Hcflo^atioit  of  Joaflj  was  the  HercdltayJ 
Succcjfion  turii'd  again  into  its  right  Courfe.  And 
tho'  it  was  loon  after  interrupted  by  a  new  Con- 
fpracy  of  fome  of  his  Rebellious  Subjdts,  who  fuccel^ 
fively  flew  him  (a),  and  his  Son  Amadah  (b)  :  Yet, 
in  neither  Cafe,  tho'  the  Father  was  llain,  were  evens 
thofe  Rebels  and  Varricidcs  hardy  enough  to  ^llflifp 
that  UcgicitiC,  much  lels  to  attempt  the  C.rcIufiPll 
of  the  V^iq^x  ^eir  from  his  futjcritancc  ^  but,  as 
Joajh  was  regularly  fucceeded  by  Am(iz.iah  his  Son 
and  Heir,  fo  was  Amaz.iah  by  Vz^iah  (or  j4z,arialj) 
his  Son  and  //<?/>,  and  He  by  Jotham  his  Son  and 
Heir  (cj. 

Here  again  our  Impartial  Scripture  Politician  (who 
catches  at  every  Occafion  to  dilparage  the  Right 
of  Froximity  of  Blood)  triumphs  at  the  Expreihon 
of  the  People's  making  Azariah  King,  (d)  &c.  Here 
(fays  he)    "  it  is  very  plain,  that  it  was  not  any 

hidefeafible  Right  of  Primogeniture,  but  the  TJnani- 
*^  mous  Choice  or  Recognition  of  the  People  that  made 
*^  him  King  "  (e).  For  which,  neverthelefs,  he 
has  no  other  Warrant,  but  the  vulgar  Phrafe  in 
the  Tranfiation :  And  that  is  not  to  be  under- 
llood  of  the  People's  giving  a  Right  of  Government  to 
the  King  ;  but  only  that  they  put  Him  in  adual 
Fojfeffion  of  the  Regal  Power,  to  whom  it  belonged 
by  Right  of  Primogeniture  (as  I  have  oblerved  above) 
and  paid  their  Homage  and  Allegiance  to  him  ac- 
cordujgly. 

Before  I  proceed,  I  mufl  ftop  to  confider  the 
Porce  of  their  Argument,  who  would  make  Vz,- 
T^iah's  Cafe  a  Precedent  for  the  ^Q'^t  or  '^£Oj[)le> 
^epoGng    g?mce^.     ,'Tis  true,   he'  was  a  Lawful 

King  ^ 


C'n)   2  Kin.  xii.  20. xiv.  19.     {h)  i  Chro.  xxiv.  2f-  — * 

XU.Z7  ';)       ;  Kin.  xii.  21 .  •        •■  xiv.  21. xv.  7.     2  Chro. 

xxtu.z-j, xxvi.i 23.    (<^)  2  Kin.  ."f/v.  21.   2  Chrok. 

xxvi.i.     {e)   Scr:pt.  Polif,  p.  45. 
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KifT^ ;    and    the  Record    fays,  when  he  went  into  the 

Temple  of  the  Lord  to  burn  Jncenfe the  Pricfls  -with' 

flood  him  {a).     But  if  we  confider,    thac  XJzdnh^s 

3n\]atiing  ann  Bfntrutin^  liimfelf  into  the  Hi^h- 

Priefs  OfRce^wAS  Death  by  the  L.irv  of  God(b'),- inrely 
v/e  fhall  findReafon  to  think,  that  the  Behaviour 
of  the    Priefls    was    very     Dutiful,    to   F.xpoflvUtc 
with  him  (as  they   did)  concerning   his  great  Of- 
fence, in  order  only  to  prevent  their  Soverei'^n  from' 
committing  a  deadly  Sin  :  For  they  did  ncTt  pre- 
liime  to  offer  him  any  Violence,  but  left  him  to 
the  Chaftifement  of  (7tfi  Alm'ghty  (whom  they  knew 
to  be,  as  tpf  alfo  do  every  Day   acknowledge   him, 
t1)C  onl)?  Kulct  of  ^^ncc^j',  who  thereupon  puni- 
Ihed  his  Prefumption  with  the  Plague  of  Leyrofy. 
Then  indeed,  we  read  that  they  thruTt  him  out  .•  But 
we  are  told,  at  the  lame  time,  that  l)imfelf  1)3= 
fttt)  alfo  to  50  out  hecaufe  the   Lord  fc^^  Smitten  him  j 
which  plainly  fhews,  that  there   was,  even  then, 
no  Violence  offer'd  him.     Neither  was  he  ever  De- 
pofed  from   his  Sovereignty  (as   fome   would  infmu- 
ate)  :  But,    being  a  Leper  -unto  the  Day  of  his  Death, 
he  was  thereby  incapable  of  any  Bufmefs,  and  obli- 
ged to  dwell  alone   (c)  ;    and '  therefore,  |7(jf^<?;w   his 
Son  was  over  the  Kings  Houfcy  judging  the  People  of  the 
Land  (d),  not  as  King,  but  as  the  Kings  Vicegerent 
only,  during  his  Father's  Life.     And    this,  by  the 
way,  affords  us  a  very  good  Remark,  what  is  to 
be  done,  in  cafe  of  a  icing's  being  a  Lunatic!:,   an 
Idiot,  or  under  any  other  petfonal  SEncrpacitp  to 
anfwer  the.£H^i  of  Government,  viz..  that  the  Next  in 
Blood  thU  is   Capable,  ought  tx)  govecn,  cho'  not 
in  his  own  Name,  but  in  the  Name  ot  the  King, 
and  by  his  Authority,  as  Jotham  did,    during  his 

N  T '  Father's 


■4 


(^)  2  Chro.xxvi.  i6.      (W  Exod. -r.vx.  7.    N^nib,  .tv/.V.  7. 
{c)   Lcvit.  x/;;.  4^.    (V)   1  Chfo.  .>:xv/.  2  1.  *  ' 
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Father's  Leprofy  :  For  'twas  after  Vz.z.iah's  Death, 
and  not  before,   that    Jotham,  his  Son,  reigned  in 
his  Stead  (a)  :    And  he  was  fucceeded  by  j4hat,  his 
Son  and  Heir  ^  and   he,    by  Jzfez.ekiah  his  Son  and 
Heir  *,  and  he,  by  M^majfeh  his  Son  and  Heir  ^  and 
he,  by  Amon  his  Son  and  Heir  (b) -^  againft  vvhofe 
refpe^tive  Hereditary   Right,  even  Mr.  Whiftn  him- 
felf  can. make  no  Objection,  except  that  extraor- 
dinary  oiie,    concerning  their  Mother  s    Name  (c) 
(befor^  fufficiently  expofedj^  under  colour  where- 
of alone,  he  has  ventured  to  dilparage  all  or  moft 
of  thera,    contrary  to    Scripture^  Reafony  and  (for 
ought  I  can  yet  (ee)  Common  Senfe  !  But  in  the  Cale 
of  Manajfehy  1  own,'   he  makes  a  very  pertinent 
and  ufetul  Obfervation.      For    indeed,    "  it  will 
*^  here   delerve   our  Attention,   that  during   the 
**  time    of  Mafiafeh's    Captivity  at    Babylon,    the 
"  Nation  did  not   Quote  the   %\)tOnt  Matatit   andj 
"  fet  up  another  King:    But  owned  him  for    their 
*'  King  all  the    while,    notwithftanding   fuch   his 
*'  Abfcnce   and   Jmprifonmcnt  -^    and    when    he  was 
*^'  hreiight  again  to  Jerufalera,  he  thereby  was  brought 
"  again  (d)  (that  is  EfttojeD,  to  t)i«3  feingUom  alfo, 
"  without  any  new    Difhculty  "  (e).     To  which 
I  fhall  take  leave  to  add  another  to  the  lame  pur- 
pofe  :  And  that  is,  Thar  after  Nebuchadnez,x.ars  ha- 
ving been  in  a  State  of  Madnefs  (or,  as  it  is  called 
in  the  Scripture,   driven  to  dwell  with  the  Beafts  of 
the  Field)  for /even  Years  ;  ho  fooner  did  hi.s  Reafon 
return  to  him,    but  1)1$  3lO?Dii  and  \}\%  dTounfcno?^ 
fought  unto  him,  and   he  was   Eflablijhed    m   (that   is 

l^tftoreD  to)  ijijti  isingtiom  (/)  -,  the  Line  of  Succef^ 

fan 


(a)  2   Chro.    xxvi.  23.  {J>)  2  Kin     xv.  5.8. xxvi.  20. 

XX,  21,  xxi.  iS.      2  '£hro.  xxvii.  9.   — xxviii.  27.   — 

xxxii.  }y*~-xxxiii.  20,        (c)  Sin'ft.  Pol.  p.  20.  (i^^  {bid.  f, 

4^.      (e)  2    Chro.xxxiii.  13.      (f)  Dan.iv.i6. 
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fwH  having  not  been  broke,   nor  the  People  dil- 
charged  from  their  Allegiance  on    that  Account.' 
And  it  is  farther  remarkable,  that  th(Lordy\n\vho{^e 
Ha'id  the  Hearts  of  Kings  are,  and  wlio  turneth  them  " 
whitherfoever  he  will  (a),  was  pleafed  to  cliange  both  ' 
thei'ePrijices,  from  wicked  and  Cruel  ones,  to  become 
truly  Penitent. 
.  But  1  muft  alio  obferve,  that  thele  two  Cafes  do 
flatly  contradi^l:  another  Remark  of  our  Scritturc  Po- 
litician,  where,  fpeaking  ot  the  Duty  of  Suoje^s  to 
their  Lawful  Kings,  he   accounts    them   bound  to 
hea;r  patiefitly   the  Hardjhifs  they  endure,    till  it  pleafe 
God,  by  their   Death  or  otherwile,  to    deliver    them. 
"  I  fay,  by  Death  or  otiicrtoifc  (fays  he) :  for  we 
*'  may  obferve,  that   any  other  Method  of  Previa 
*'  detice  wh'ch  removes  fuch  a    Tyrant    or  Owreffor 
"  from  the  Goveriiment  over  us,  does  alfo  deliver  us 
"  from  our  Obligation  to  Obedience  to  him^  there 
"  being  in  all  the  Bible,  I  think,    no  Obedience 
"  ever   required  to  any   other  Prince  or  Power, ' 
'^  than  that  which  actually   has  Dominion    over^*^^ 
"  Men  "  (b).     Kow  I  would  ask  Mr.  Whifion,  whe-" 
ther  he  does  not  look  upon   M.tnaffeh  and  Nebu- 
chadnez.z.ar  to  have  been  otherwife  removed  by  Provi-. 
deme  from  the  Government  over  their  relpeftive  Sub-" 
jefts,    berbr*;  they  were  finally  removed  by  Death? 
And,  if  fo,  whether,   durii  g  liich    other    Eemovaly 
their  Subjefts  were  delivered  from  thttr  Obligation  of 
Obedience  to  them?  And  whether,  upon  fuch  fuppo(ed 
Deliverance,  any  other  Objed  o['  Allegiance, \v?.s  appli- 
ed unto,  and  placed  in  the  ^acant  Throne  ?  But  fmce 
nothing  of  this  can  be   pretended    (nay   himfelf 
has  obfervcd  the  contrary,  as  ;tbovej  I  ihall   pro- 
ceed to   Amon    the  Son   of  Afan.iffeh,   wlionl  cef-^ 
tain  of  his  Rebellious  Servants  coiilpired  a^ainft  and 
flew  j  yet,   neither,    in   this  Gale,  was  ^the  Rtghe 

of 


(«)  Prov.  xxi.  I.      (o)  Script.   ?o]p.  <?3, 
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of  Succcjjlofi ,  hy  Proxitnity  of  Bloody  defeated:    But 
fk  Feopls  of  the  Land  (well  fenfible  both  of  the  Hei- 
noufnefs  of  that  Trf.^/cw  and  IRrgtciBe,  and  of  their 
indifyenfthle  Duty  in  luch  a  Cafe)  flew  all  them  that  had 
confpircd  agair:^  King  Amoii^    ytnd  the   People  of  the 
Land  made    (or  rather  IflCCDgnijeD)   Jofiah  his  Son  - 
King  in  his  (lead  (c).     And  he,  being  then   but  a 
Child  (/),  his  Cale  affords  us  this  ufeful  Obferva- 
tioii,  that  the  People ,  even  in  thofe  Trouble fome  Ttmesy 
never  thought  of  breaking  through  the  L^n?  of  God 
and  Nature,  under   any  Pretence    of  the  ^ilblick 
(BoOD,    but     readily    admitted   the    next  jliatural 
^t\%>  (tho'  a  tender  Infant ),  and    moreover  the  Son  "^ 
of  a  wicked  and  Idolatrous  Father,  to  his  Father  s 
Hereditary  Throne ,    according  to  their  |j^atural  31* 
lEgisnce.     Por  which  their  Loyalty,  they  were  fuf- 
ficieatly  rewarded,    by  God  Almtghty,  who  made 
that  Infant   fuch  a  Bleffwg  to  his  People,  that  like 
unto  him  was  there  no  King  before  him,   that   turned  to 
the    Lord,  with  all  his  Heart,    and   with  all  his  Souly 
and  with  all  his  Might,  according  to  all  the  Law  of  Mo- 
les, neither  after  him  arofe  there  any  like  him  (c)  ;  and 
his  Reign  was  prolonged,  for  the  Publick  Good   in- 
deed,   to  Thirty   and  One  Tears  (d).     So  that  thefe 
Loyal  Jews  preferved    their    Loyalty  and  Allegiance 
for  the  Pullick  Good  j  whereas  they  who  renounce 
their  Natural  Allegiance,  under   Colour  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  very  often  find  themfelves  difappointed, 
and  infl-ead   thereof  are  the  Caule  of  their  Coun* 
tif$  Euill! 

One  Inftance  whereof  (tho'  every  Reader  may 
eafily  recollect  others)  follows  immediately  upon  the 
Death  of  this  Good  Jofiah.  For  the  People  of  the 
Land  took  Jehoahaz,   the  Son  of  Jofiah,   and  anointed 

him 


(a)  Kin.  xxl.  2^.2  Chro.  xxxlii.  25.  (^)  2  Kin.  xxii.  1.  i 
Chrit.  xxxiv.  I.  (c)  2Kin.Xxiii.2i.  (d)  2  Kin,  xxii.  l.  1 
Chro.  xxKiv,  I. 
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him^  and  made  him  King  in  his  Father  s  jlead  (a)  :  by 
the  Comparifon  of  whofe  Age,  with  that  of  hi*? 
Brother  Eliakim  (^),  we  fl-iall  find  Eltakim  to  have 
been  "  the  Elder  Brother  to  Jehcahaz.,  and  conle- 
**  quently  the  Eiffht  Heir  to  the  Crown  :  But  he  be- 
*•'  ing  irijurioujly  refuled,  the  To-uvger  was  fet  up-,  and 
**  it  fucceeded  accordingly  (c).''  However  this  is 
the  lefs  ftrange,  if  we  confider  either  the  Natural 
Refult  of  Vo^iiUr  ContJcntlonS  (which  generally 
begin  in  Irregularity ^  and  end  in  CQnfujion)^  or  the 
Condition  of  their  Affairs  at  that  time.  For,  a?, 
in  Jofah's  Daysj  there  were  great  Wars  betwixt  the 
Kings  of  Egsft  and  Affyria  (the  two  conftant  Ene- 
mies, and  Rival-Neighbours  of  the  Jews)  {b,  being 
in  faft  Friendfhip  with  the  Latter ,  he  was  of  courfe 
liable  to  be  evil-treated  by  the  Former.  And  of 
this  he  was  ^o  ienfible,  That  no  fooner  did  the 
Egyptian  draw  his  Sword  againft  the  Ajfyriari^  than 
Jofiah  made  Head  againft  him  ^  in  which  Quarrel 
he  was  flain  (d).  After  whofe  Death  (the  Affyri.m 
being  ftill  their  Ally)  they,  for  the  |3ubUck  (SooU 
(as  probably,  in  thofe  Circumftances,  it  might  ap- 
pear to  them^  venturing  to  break  through  all  Laxcs 
and  Eights^  in  a  Cafe  of  j^ecfffitp,  and  forgetting 
the  old  Maxim,  Nihil  Utile,  nif  (piod  ft  Honeftum, 
preferr'd  the  Tounger  Brother  (who  was  of  their 
FaBion^  and  fo  the  more  fit  tor  their  Turn)  before 
the  Elder.  But,  alas  !  fuch  were  the  Aliferies,  in- 
ftead  of  Benefits,  enfuing  upon  that  Fatal  Revolution, 
That,  that  very  Breach  in  the  Confiitutior.,  not  only 
adminiftred  fufficient  Caufe  of  DilTentions  among 
themfelves,  but  alfo  gave  the  Affyrian  a  good  Han- 
dle for  a  frefh  Jnvafion  \    which  he  taking  hold   of, 

Dcpofed 


(«j  2  Kin.  xxiii.  30.  i  Chro.  xxxv\.  i:  {h)  2  Kin.  xxUi.  31, 
36.  2  Chr.  xxxvi  2,  s,  {<)  M»ycr  in  Istt.  {d)  a  Kia.  xxUU 
30   2  Chr.  XXXV.  30. 
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Dcpofed  the  ZJ fur  per,  and  Rc(lored  the  Right  Heir  to 
his  Father's  Throne.  Where  it  is  obiervable,  That, 
as  often,  as  the  People  went  about  to  fecure  them- 
felves  by  fubtle  Devices  and  Contrivances  of  their 
own,  in  Breach  of  the  Laws  oCGod  and  Nature,  "  io 
*'  often  they  were  ft)iJed  and  baffled^  and  overcome 
"  by  their  Enemies:  But  when  they  puttheirTruft 
''  in  God^  and  committed  themfelves  to  his  Pro- 
*'  tefl:ion,  he  preferv'd  and  deliver'd  them  from 
*^  the  grcateft  Dangers  (^)."  Thus  here  we  read, 
^Th^t  Pharaoh  Nechoh  made  Eliakim,  the  Son  of  Jo- 
iiah,  King,  in  the  room  .-5/ Jofiah  his  Father  (b) :  which 
is  the  more  remarkable  (in  Favour  of  the  Vrimoge- 
geniturc)  becaufe,  t]io'  Jehoahaz,  had  been  fome  time 
in  Pojfcjfira  of  the  Throne,  yet,  neither  is  there  the 
Jeail  Record  of  any  of  his  J^ls,  nor  even  fo  much 
as  the  bare  mention  of  him  as  King  \  but  his  p;e* 
ttUCCD  IRcigU  ftands  as  it  were,  in  a  Varenthefs,  and 
his  Elder  Brother,  the  King  de  Jure,  is  recorded 
King  immediately  from  their  Father's  Death. 

Thus  was  the  ^crctitarp  ^ucceffion  regularly 
maintained  in  the  Kinu;dom  of  Judah,  accordmg  to 
the  S^ibine  JUigljt  of  ^iimogenituvc :  till  Nehuchad- 

riczxAr,  coining  up,  put  the  Kingdom  under  a  Tri- 
iifuxe,  and  afterwards,  returning,  carried  all  together 
into  Captivity  to  Babylon  (c). 

'Tis  true  indeed,  it  pleafed  God  to  reftore  thefe 
two  Loyal  Tribes  to  their  own  Country  again  •,  but 
ilill,  as  they  were  even  then  under  a  kind  of  Vafla- 
lage  to  the  Neighbouring  Potentates,  and  therefore 
not  capable  of  enjoying  the  Rights  of  a  Free  and 
Inde.pendant  Government,  I  ihall  take  no  further 
l^otice  of  them. 

Kor 


•'■■(»)  StiUIngfl.  Serm,  Nov.  13.  fSjS.p.  30.    (*)  a  Kin.  xxiit 

34. 
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Kor  will  it  feem  ftrange,  that  the  Succeflion  in 
the  Kingdom  o^  Ifrael  was  not  as  reguhir  too,  as  thac 
bf  Judnhy  to  any,  who  will  but  obTerve  the  Founda- 
tion of  that  Cover nmert. 

'Tis  true,  there  is  a  Colour  of  a  Divine  Ri^ht  in 
the  Eftabliihment  thereof.  For  we  re?d,  That^ 
when  the  Lord  voas  angry  with  Solomon,  he  faid  unto 
him,  Iwllfurely  rend  the  Kingdom  from  thee^  and  will 
give  it  to  thy  Servant  (a  :  And  again^  to  Jeroboam  him- 
lelf,  by  the  Mouth  of  the  ?roTphet  Jiijah,  Behold,, 
Iwi/i  rend  the  Kingdom  out  of  the  Hand   c*/ Solom.on, 

and  will  give  Ten  Tribes  to  thee  -^ and  I  will  take  thee^ 

and  thou  ^jalt  reign  according  to  all  that  thy  Soul  dejircthy 
and  jlmlt  be  King  ever  liVael  (^J.  Yet,  neverthelefs, 
it  is  to  be  oblerv'd,  that  all  this  is  no  more  than  a 
Prophetical  Declaration  ot  what  God  would  fujfer  to 
befal  the  Houfe  of  So/<7wo»  for  their  Sins.  For  we 
find  no  Anointing,  nor  any  other  Evidence  or  Token 
o^  a  Divine  Commiffwn  ever  given  to  Jeroboam,  as  had 
been  given  before  to  Saul  and  David :  But  the  Teoplc 
fent  and  called  him  out  of  Egypt  •,  and  when  they  had 
got  fuch  a  fopilar  Man  at  their  Head,  they  had  the 
Inlblence  to  offer  Terms  o^  Vi  Conditional  Obedience  ta 
their  Natural  Sovereign,  or  to  make  a  Claim  of  Right^ 
as  one  prefumes  to  call  It  (c).  And  here  indeed  we 
ilic  the  Hand  of  God,  That  he  caufed  Rehoboam,  to 
prefer  the  pernicious  Advice  of  hisT(?wwj3;  Men,  to 
the  iage  Counfel  ot  his  Father's  grave  Counfellors  ^ 
For  (thus  tar)  the  Caufe  was  from  the  Lord  (d),  who, 
infatuating  Rehoboam,  made  him  contribute  to  his 
own  Chaftifment.  And  befide's,  that  Vromife  of  the 
Lord  (if  fuch  it  may  be  efteemed)  to  Jeroboam,  was 

but    Conditional ;/  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  all  that  t 

command  thee,    and  wilt  walk   in  my  Ways  (f),    &c. 

O  which 


(a)  I  Kin.  sr/.  II.      (b) — : 31,   7.       (c)    Bradb.   Sow 

*/Tabe&l,    (H)  I  Kin.  xii.  15,  1  Chr.  x.  ij.    (?;  i  Kin.x*-.  3a, 
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which  Condition  he  was  the  furtheft  from  perform- 
ing on  his  part  •,  fo  that  he  could  found  no  Divine 
Right  upon  fuch  ExpreiTions ,  whatever  they 
were.  Neither  is  it  enough  to  |2,ive  him  a  Title  to 
what  he  could  get,  or  to  excufe  him  from  the  Guilt 
of  'Treaforiy  that  he  was  the  Executor  of  God's  Decrees 
Jigainft  his  Lawful  Sovereign.  For,  if  fo,  Ahfalom 
had  as  fiir  a  Pretence  to  it,  according  to  Divine 
Trediclicn^  where  Cod  ufes  the  tcrp  fame  pijrafc, 
faying  to  David  31  tOiU  raifc  up  Evil  againft  thecy 
cut  of  thine  oven  Houfe,  and  3B  toill  take  thy  Wives  he- 
fore  thine  Eyes  and  gitt  tljClTl  unta  thy  Neighbour,  and 
he  fhall  He  with  thy  Wives  in  the  Sight  of  the  Sun  (a). 
And  no  lefs  plaufible  was  that  of  Zimriy  who  is 
recorded  to  have  deflr^yed  all  the  Houfe  cf  Baaiha, 
according  to  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  hefpake  again (i 
Baaiha,  hy  Jehu  the  Prophet  {h).  Such  alfo  was  the 
the  Cafe  of  Shallum's  killing  Zachariah,  according 
to  the  Word  of  the  Lord  (c).  And  yet  he  mufi:  have 
unwarrantable  AfTurance,  who  fhall  pretend  from 
thence,  that  either  JIhfalcm  Zimri,  or  Shallum,  had 
any  Divine  Right  to  do  as  they  did,  or  that  they 
were  any  other  than  Sturdy  Rebels. 

And  it  is  very  well  worthy  of  our  Remark,  in 
Relation  to  the  ^^Ubliclv  dSooD  of  fuch  Revolutions^ 
That  God  Almighty y  in  punifliing  Irregular  Princes 
commonly  makes  ufe  of  the  grcatcft  ^j^rantJJ,  and 
inofi:  fjarcnc^  feinncrS,  to  be  the  Firebrands  of  his 
Wrath,  that  by  means  of  their  Cruelty  and  want 
of  Cltmcncjl,  his  People  might  the  fooner  be 
reduced  to  a  due  Senfe  of  IK-dijiOlt  and  ilopalt)? ; 
which  are  infeparable  Companions.  Thus  he 
fufiered  certain  of  the  worft  of  the  Heathen  Na- 
tions to  remain  among  his  People,  in  the  Land  of 

Promile 


{a)  2  Smu.  xvi,    11.      (^)  ^  Khv,  xvU  12.      {,c)  2  King,  x^ 
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Promife,  as  Thorns  in  their  Sides,  that  through 
them  he  mi^ht  prove  his  People  Jfracl  (^)  ;  Thus 
Davd^  for  his  Sins,  was  punilhed  by  his  mod  Vn- 
dutiful,  Vnnnttiralj  and  Rebellious  Son  (b)  :  Thus  the  I- 
dolatrous  Houle  or"  Ahab  was  deftroyed  and  rooted 
out  by  'jehu  an  Idolater,  and  Haz.ael,  a  Mrnfter  of 
Men  -^  both  of  them  exprefly  raifed  up  for  that 
purpofe  (c) :  And  the  Sins  of  Solomon  here  were 
punifhed  by  Jeroboam,  whole  peculiar  Chara^leri- 
ftick  it  is,  that  himfelf  did  Sin,  and  made  Ifrael 
to  S.'n  (d). 

Such,  and  none  other,  was  the  Foundation  of 
his  Government.  For  Jeroboam  himfelf,  though 
he  was  indeed  the  Infirument  of  God^s  J^cngcance  a- 
gainft  the  'B.oxiie  o^ Solomon,  for  their  Idolatry  and 
other  Sins  (f),  yet,  becaufe  he  and  his  Party  did 
not  regard  the  Will  of  the  Lord  m  their  Revolt  but 
their  own  mutinous  Will  and  Humour :  therefore 
are  they  Condemned  by  the  Lord,  for  having  fct  vp 
Kings,  but  not  by  him.  Princes  and  he  knew  it  not  (f) ;  fo  that 
the  I'oice  of  the  Peofle  was  not  the  f'^oice  of  God  !  And 
fo  is  that  Rez'olution  called  a  Hcbflliou,  and 
confequently  is  not  to  be  drawn  into  Precedent. 

Keither  is  it  f^range,  that  he  ihould  break 
through  the  Laws  of  Succejfion,  who,  in  the  fram- 
ing of  his  New-Government,  forfook  the  very  Fun- 
damental L.aws  of  Religion,  and  fell  away  from 
the  Lord,  to  the  Woriliip  of  Idols  I  For,  after  he 
had  rent  the  Kingdom  from  the  Houfe  of  D.ividy 
he  found  it  Neceffary^  for  the  better  fupporting 
himlelf  therein,  to  mike  a  xjdlifm  in  the  Church 
too.     And,  for  this  he  found    a  Precedent    in    the 

Altar 


(a)j:i(i£.ii.  I, — 22.       (b)  i  Sam.  xii.  9,  — rv.   13.         (.  ) 

z    Kin.x.    29.    '-jii:.    12.    i  7v7?/.  v/v.    15.  Oi)  —  .v;v. 

16,  &e.      (e)  J  Kln.xi^ii.      (  f)  Hofviii ,  ^.     (s)  I   Kin.  kH. 
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]/iltar^  which  ^aron  (through  an  inexcufable  Weakr 
nefsj  had  ereded  to  his  Molten  Calf  m  the  Wil- 
dernefs  :  Not  coiifideriiiii,  how  mwchthQ  Lord  was 
provoked  tq  Anger  thereby,  and  what  an  Atont' 
rnent  {a)  was  made,  before  Aaron^  and  his  AdherentSj 
could  be  cleared  from  the  Malady  and  ContajiOtl 
of  that  ^fljifm. 

Thus  we  fee  the  Frailties  aud  Infirmities  of  Good 
Men,  :\re  oftentimes  fought  out,  to  juftify,  or  excufe 
the  Impieties  and  3!nimoialitiC^  of  Wichd  Ones; 
though  'tis  moft  cei  tarn,  that  Ten  Thouland  Pre- 
cedents are  not  Sufficient  to  legitimate  one  Aft  which 
is  either  Unlawful  in  it  felf,  or  exprefly  prohibi- 
ted by  the  Law  of  God.  Accordingly  Jeroboam, 
knowing,  that  true  Religion  \s  no  Vnend  to  an  Vn- 
pfi  Title,  made  two  Calves  for  the  People  to  Wor- 
;iliip  •,  laying  Behold  thy  Gods  O  Ifrael,  which  brought 
thee  vf  out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt  (b')>  And  for  this 
he  pretended  the  puMick  C^OOt),  and  the  Benefit, 
as  well  as  Eafe,  which  would  arile  to  the  People,  by 
a  'TiroUration  or  ^UDUlgcncc  in  refpeft  of  the  M\\U 
fo?m  ^ojGjip  eftablifhed  in  the  Temple  of  the 
Lord :    It  is  too  much  for  you    (fliid  he)    to  go  up  to 

jerufalem !  Whereas,  in  truth,  his  only  Aim 

was  his  own  p^bate  Sltltcrcft-  For  (whatever  he 
declared  with  his  Lips)  he  faid  in  his  Heart,  now 
fioall  the  Kingdom  return  to  the  Houfe  of  David :  If 
thefc  People  go  up  to  Sacrifice  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord, 
at  Jerufalem,  then  fiall  the  Heart  of  this  People  turn 
'Again  unto  tijeir  3lO?tJ,  ewn  unto  Rehoboam,  King 
ojf  Judah,  and  they  fiiall  kill  UlC,  and  go  again  to  Re- 
hoboam, King  of  Judah,  (c).  So  confcious  was 
fcrnhoam  himfelf  of  his  (Eftirpation,  that  he  could 
not  but,  m  his  own  Hearty  confefs  the  Riaht  of  Keho- 

boam 


(it)  Exod.  :cxii.^-~>  Dent.ix.  —         {b)    i  Kin.  xi'i.   28.       (f) 
J   Ki'n.  XI i.  z6. 
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hoam  (that  he  was  tl)Cit  llO?D  ftill,  notwlthftand- 
ing  himfelf  was  in  ^offefG'OU  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Jfraely  with  the  full  Confcnt  of  the  people  there- 
of) and  the  Capital  Punifhment  which  himfelf  de- 
ferved  and  might  juftly  expeft  (to  be  kilfeD)  for 
his  IRcltUion  and  (Uflirpatiou  ^  A  plain  Evidence 
this,  that  Zehohoam  had  not  loft  his  Title  to  the 
Ten  Tribes  by  that  Revolution  ^  and  that  l^offcffioiT 
and  tlie  pcopU'jS  Confcnt  and  Recognition  is  no 
Sufficient  Title  to  a  Throne,  m  fuch  Hereditary  Coun- 
try s,  efpecially  (as  Mr.  Whifton  Suggefts)  in  Rarr 
to  primogeniture  (4; ! 

He  kiKw  he  had  no  Reafon  to  truft  in  Cod,  to  e- 
ftablifh  him,  in  what  f  tis  plain)  he  was  only  per* 
mitteD  to  fojfefs.  And  therefore,  he  contrived  to 
make  New  Gods !  and  a  New  WorJJjip  I  which  fhould 
fave  the  People  the  Trouble  of  going  up  to  lerve  God 
(according  to  his  own  Command)  at  Jerufalem,  and 
confecrated  P^ieftjEJ,  fuitable  thereto,  of  the  LoireB 
of  the  People  (b),  (as  moft  fit  to  lerve  his  Turn)  ^  well 
knowing,  that,  to  keep  his  People  in  Forget fulnefs 
?nd  Ignorance  of  the  tlTrue  d^OD,  was  the  moft  like- 
ly way  to  keep  them  from  recovering  a  SenCe  of 
their  Natural  allegiance  to  their  JiatDful  ising ! 

which  verities  the  Obfervation  of  a  Learned  Divine 
that  "  whatever  the  Pretences  are,  how  fair  and 
''  popular  foever,  in  the  Oppofition  Men  make  to 
"  Authority,  u4mbition  and  private  Difcontcnrs  are 
"  the  true  Beginners  of  them  :  But  thefe  muft  be 
**  covered  over  with  the  deepeft  Dijfimulation  with 
**  moft  veliement  Protcflations  to  the  contrary  • 
"  nothing  muft  be  talked  of,  hut  a  mis^htv  Zeal 
"  for  Religion  and  the  Publick  Intcrcfl.  -^  Bat  if 
*'  Fair  Pretences,  and  Glorious  Titles  will  lerve  to 
"  cheat   the  People  into  their  own   Miferies    and 

the 
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^'  the  fad  Efte£ls  of  RebelUotjy  they  fliall  never  want 
*'  thofe  who  will  enflave  them  for  the  fake  of 
''  Liberty^  undo  them  for  the  Ptiblkh  Good,  and  de- 
^'  jfroy  them  with  defigns  of  Reformation.  For 
*'  nothing  is  more  popular  than  Rebellion  in  the 
''  beginning,  nothing  lefs  in  the  liTue  of  it.  And 
^'  the  only  true  Realbn  that  it  is  ever  fo,  is  from 
"  the  want  of  Wifdom  and  Judgment  in  the  Ge- 
"  nerality  of  Mankind,  who  feldom  fee  to  the 
^'  End  of  Things,  and  hardly  diftinguifh  between 
*'  the  Names  and  Nature  of  them,  till  their  own 
*'  dear-bought  Experience  hath  taught  them  the 
^'  Ditference  '  W- 

Thus  the  Ten  Rebellious  Tribes,  breaking  oil  from, 
and  fetting  up  a  Falfe  Jkar  of  their  own,  againft 
the  True  One  cf  judah,  were  guilty  of  the  dreadful 
Sin  of  fecljifm,  though  they  were  the  much  greater 
Number'.  And  therefore,  whoever  joined  with  them, 
did  but  5foUotD  a  ^UltittlOE  to  Do  CEbil,  contrary 
to  Gcd''s  exprefs  Command  (b)  ;,  wnereby  we  are 
taught,  that  it  is  not  the  Number  of  the  Advocates^ 
but  the  Weight  and  Truth  of  the  Caufe,  that  is,  to  be 
regarded. 

This  the  PrieJ^s  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Levites  and 
fuch  others  ?iS  feared  God,  were  truly  f/nfible  of^ 
as  appears  by  their  Heating  ti)cir  po(fcfQon£f , 
taiit^iDratoinj  from  i\t  Communion  of  tlic  »>c!)if= 
raatic^is,  and  5RcconciIin5  tlicmfcltcs  to  the  '^rue 
CljUtcl)  and  their  i^afelflll  ^ing.  For  the  Priefts, 
and  the  Levites,  thdt  were  in  all  Jftatl  reforted  to  him 

(King  Rehoboam)  out  of  all  tI)Cit  CoaftS  ■ ■ ,  And,^ 

after  them,  out  of  ^W  the  Tribes  o/Ifrae I,  fuel)  aS  fct 
tl)£ir  l^eartSS   to  feck  tI)C  Ho?t)  (f  OD  of  Ifrael,  came  to 
Jerulalem,  to  Sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  Fa- 
thers 


(a)  Stillingfl.  Sern7.  3c  January  166^'  f.  I4-     {y)  Exod.  xviih 
{c)  2  Cljro.  xi,  J 3, 
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thcrs  — .  And  this  was  the  Reafon,  becaufe  Jeroboarvy 
and  his  5o«s,  had,  by  pretended  Stntc-u^Els,  SDrpjiti* 
CD  them,  and  caft  thtm  off  from  (f  rrcuting  tllE  |0nc(l'8 
£Dfficc  unto  the  Lord,  and  had  £)?DaineD  \\m  priettjs 
for  the  High  Places,  and /or  the  Devils,  f.nd  for  the 
Calves  wh:ch  he  had  made  (a)  •,  which  was  the  very 
Commencement  of  the  fecljifm. 

And  ill  this  milerable  State  of  IRfbdlion  and 
fecl)irin  (together  with  the  Natural  Confequents 
thereof.  Idolatry  and  other  gmmojalitp  iii  Morfl)ip), 
the  Ten  Tribes  continued,  till  they  were  enfiaved^ 
and  led  into  Captivity :  Amongft  all  their  Nineteen 
Kings,  not  having  one,  who  feared  God,  but  this 
is  the  CW^^fr  of  them  all,  that  they  linnet,  atlD 
maDc  Ifrael  tO  ^in-,  Keither  was  there  any  Regu- 
lar Succcjfion  or  Goveryiment  among  them,  but  by 
making  Parties  among  the  People,  one  forcibly 
pulled  down  another,  and  by  the  like  jfojct  (only) 
Kcignct)  in  his  ftead. 

In  this  jQpoftacjl  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  it  is  obferva- 
ble.  That  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord  was  exprefly  fent  to 
"Bethel,  to  cry  againft  the  ^Itar  which  Jeroboam 
had  Schifmatically  let  up,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Al- 
tar of  the  Lord  at  Jerufalem  :  And  though  he  was 
much  importuned,  to  refrefli  himfelf  there,  he 
utterly  refuled  it,  faying,  //  thou  wilt  give  me  half 
thine  Hou^e,  I  will  UOt  50  ill  with  thee,  neither  will  I 
eat  IrrcaD,  nor  D?ink  CSHatCt   in  this  Place  \  for  jo  it 

was  cljarjcD  mc  br  tlic  ^ojD  of  the  iio;U  (^). 

Afterwards,  though  tlie  Lord  did  not  think  fit, 
to  fuffer  Rehoboam  to  reduce  Ifraei  to  his  Obedience, 
yet  he  gave  them  into  the  Hands  of  Abijah  his  Son, 
who,  with  an  Army  of  Four  Hundred  Tlyoufand  (in. 
a  moii  Exemplary  manner)  dete;Ked  Jeroboam'' s, 
Army  of  Eight  Hundred  Thoufand,  killing  Five  Hun- 
dred 


{*)  2  Chro.  xi.  13.     {b)  \  kin,  xiii.  Z. 
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dred  Thoufand  of  them  On  the  Spot  (a).  Which 
was  the  moft  compleat,  and  remarkable  Vidlory,- 
that  we  read  of  in  the  whole  5/^/^,  and  fbme thing 
more  than  a  bare  Deliverance  (b)  (as  Mr.  Whifl-on 
atfe6ls  to  call  if) :  For  it  was  a  moft  wonderful  Pro* 
vidence  (if  he  will  allow  that  Providence  ever  appears  on 
the  P'o^ht  Side])  in  favour  of  ^ttetitar)?  1Ri5l;t,againft 

l^offefaon  bp  ^aopular  (EUttion.And  this,  Mr.Whi- 
fton  could  not  but  have  clearly  diftinguifhed,  if  he 
had  perufed  it  Impartially  (as  he  pretends)  :  For 
the  Tex:  is  not,  that  God  delivered  Judah  ont  of  the 
Hand  of  Ifrael,  but  God  delivered  Ifrael  into  t\)t 
i3auD  of  Judah.  Neither  did  the  2liflirpEr  die  with- 
out feme  remarkable  Judgment  from  God-^  for 
the  T'^xt  fays,  tl)e  llo^D  fetroolfe  l)im  (c). 

Here  I  muft  beg  my  Reader's  Patience,  whilft  I 
give  him  an  Abftruft  of  this  Chapter,  which  con- 
tains {b  Solemn  an  Appeal  to,  and  y?^^^/  Interpofition 
and  Appearance  of  the  Lord  himfelf,  in  favour  of 
the  lUigljt  l^eit  of  the  Iloufe  o^ David. 

When  the  Battle  was  fet  in  Array,  Ahijah  ftood 
up,  Jtnd  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  (Hflirper  'Jeroho- 
ham  y  and  and  all  his  Army ,  faid ,  Ought  ye 
not  to  knnw^  That  the  3lO?D  (BoH  Of  Ifrael  gabc 
tlje  iftingDom  ever  Ifrael,  to  sDabit)  for  eber,  evett 

to  him  and  to  |)is  '^^W^  hy  a  Covenant  of  Salt.     Tet 

feroboam   ' ■-  is  rifen  vp,  and   hath  IRebcUtD    a^ 

gainft  l;iS  JLO?t>  !  And  there  are  gathered  unto  him  (Eailt 
£PeU,  the  ClltlBren  of  iBelial  !  and  have  (Irengthened 
themfelves  againfi  Rehoboam,  the  Son  of  Solomon, 
Tvhen  Rehobo;tm  rpas  Toun^  and  Tender-hearted^  and 
could  not  tvithjhvjd  them  !  And  now  ye  think  to  withjiand 
the  iiiU5t)0in  of  X\]t  llO?D  in  the  Hand  of  the  Sons  of 
David   ;  and  ye  be  a  great  ^PuKltlltiej  and  there  ar& 

with 


<ci)   2  Chyt.  xlli.  17.         (Jj)    Script.  Pol.  f.  3^.         f^)  X 
C'rro.  xiii.  20, 
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With  you  (Boltifn  (laltcS,  rohkh  Jeroboam  maAe  you 
for  (Boos/  H:rveye  not  Cflft  OUt  tlje  ^?iett^  Of  tljC 
ila^O md  have  maDC  ^^Otl  P?tfft«i  after  the  man- 
ner  of  the  j|5ation6  ? •  But  as  for  us,  the   L.ord 

is  cvr  God,  and  wc  hjrje  mt  foyfaken  him  ',  and  the 
PjieUS  which  Minlfrer    unto  the  Lord  are  the  %^\\$ 

of   3aron for  we   kee^  the  Charge  of  the  Lord 

our    God,   /«/f   ye    have  forfaken   him !    And    heholdy 
God  hlmfelf  is  with  us  for  cur  C^tpfarn,  an'd  his  Priefts 
tvith  Sound'trig    'Trumfets,   to  cry  Mann  againfl  yvi  !  O 
Childre-a  of  Ifracl,  fichrye  not  ajaintl  tht   iojD  COD' 
of  your  Fathers,  for  fE  fl}aU  HOt  pjofpct  f 

In  which  Speech,   'tis  oblervable,   that    Abijah 
iftfifts  jpofirively,  ,  That    the    Lord    had  given  the 
Kingdom  of  Ifrael  to  David  *nd  to  !ji^  !^CtrS  for  ttct, 
?>  Vae  C<?wr/e  of  ^ltC('effiOU  ,  and  that  fjch    his  ^U 
l3itic  l^crcDitarp  Kigtjt  thereto,  was  by  a  Covenant 
(dr  sTfLiinance,  or  Inftitution)  nctict   to  bt  alttt- 
CD,  that  is  to  'av,  SlnUcfcafibU  :    He  Charges  Jero'. 
boom  with  Rebellion   againfl  lliS  iLOlt),  and  withfland-'' 
ing  the  i^illjOOm  of  fljcjlo;!)  in  the  Hand  of  the  Sons 
of  David  ;,  and  finally  allures  them,  that  in  fighting, 
againft    him,   they   f^jght  apinft    tbt   3lOp  (Boir,' 
arid  therefore  (ilOlllD  riot  p;ofpcr.   All  which  would' 
have  been  very  Improper  and  Impertinent  for  hint' 
to  have  mentioned,  efpecially  in   lb  folemn   and 
Publick    an    Apfc.ii    (and   Jeroboam    or   his  Party,' 
mi/ht  eafily   have  objected  it  to  him,  as  fuch)  if- 
hre^had  not'  been  the  Ki^bt  ©cir  of  tbe  !^onfc  of 
jSDft^fli,  a<^  I  have  proved  Jiim  "o  have  been. 

1  m^ght  like'wife  have  ob(erved,  how  he  upbraids, 
the  aifurpct  Tvith  drafting  out  tbc  ^nrfts  of  tlic  l.o?rj- 
untier  Pretence- of  his  ?Lar=a)tpU^atT0n5,  and  Kn-" 
tftttinj  others  into  the^r  Ofhce<^  bv  ^tatc=3tt5, 
and  Impofiiig  a  j^etD- -tat^Urligion  upon  the 
£^uUitUt)C,  &c.  But  I  ihall  waive  the  farther  Conli- 
dcratioiiof  theie- Particulars,  at  frefcnr. 

P  However 
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However  this  Speech  of  his  had  no  Effed  upoa 
the  Audience.  For  Jeroboam  (who  trufted  not  in 
Cody  but  in  his  own  Strength  and  Policy,  as  (Efur- 
pcr^  ufuany  do)  caufed   an    Ambuiliment    to  come 

about  behind  them ^nd  when  Judah  looked  hacky 

behold    the  Battle  tp^j   before  and  Behind^  and  they 

aim  unto  tijc  llO^D,  And  ■ (ieU   fmotc  Jeroboam 

and  all  Ifrael,  ^W  Abijah  <rw^  Judah,  and  dPoD 
iJClit£rct)  tbcm  into  tl^Ctr  ^anU  neither  did  Je- 
roboam recover  Strength  again  in  the  Days  of  Abijah  y 
and  the  3l0^l)  fttOOlJ  Ijllll,    and  he  died. 

After  the  Death  of  Jeroboam,  his  Son  Nadah 
was  fcarce  warm  in  the  Throne,  when  Baaflia  flew 
him,  and  reigned  in  his  ftead  ^  ^deftroyin^.  the 
whole  Houle  o?  Jeroboam  (a),      oi  \v.,  '^  '-■     ,  ' 

He  dying  left  his  Son  Ela,  to  be  ferved  as  him- 
felf  had  ferved  Nadah  (b). 

Zimri^  having  deftroyed  the  Houfe  of  Baapja, 
and  Vfurped  the  Sovereignty  tor  (even  Days,  at 
length,  being  flreightened  by  Omri,  became  his  own 
Executioner  fr). 

Then  were  the  People  of  Ifrael  divided  into  two  Parts: 

tialf followed  1  ibiii •  to  make  him  King  ;    and 

half  followed  Omri.  Upon  Xvhich  Divifion  (as  is 
common  where  the  Peop'.e  take  upon  them  to  chufe 
their  King)  there  enfued  a  Civil  War  :  But  the  Peo- 
ple that  followed  Omri  prevailed  ■■  ■  ■■«  j  fo  Tibni  died, 
and  Omri  reigned  (d). 

■  Omri,  by  this  Coiiqiieff,   and  the  ^coplt'^  CEIc* 
rfioit,  feemed  to  have  a  |D?obiDtUtial  ^tttUmcnt  : 
And  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  yihab-^  and  he  by 
his  Son  jihaz^iah-^  and  he  by  his  Brother  Jchoram  (by.- 
And  his  SucceiEon  is  recorded  (as  a  ftrong   Proof 


{a)  >    I  Kin. XV.  27.  (l>)  ■■   xvi.    t.       (c) —^ 

xvi.iS.  (d)  xvi'  21,2  3.        (e)    j  K/n,  xvi.  a8. 

•mf  xxii.  40,  2  Kin,  i,  17. 
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of  the  1Rig1)t  of  |S»?orimitj'  of  Bloot))  with  this 
Realbn,  bccaufe  Ahaziah  IjaD  110  ^011  h  and  th^-re- 
fore  Jehoram  was  the  0tXt  ot  ilJltl,  according  to 
the  Law  of  JnljeritanfCgi  (^j-,  which  is  as  much  as  to 
inform  us,  that  Jehoram  could  have  had  no  Right 
to  the  Crown,  if  there  had  been  any  one  Nearer  of 
Km  to  it  than  him(elf.  But  however,  fo  far  was 
that  p?ot3iricntial  IRigtjt  (as  they  call  it),  or  the 
'^jefcriptiOU  of  Eight  and  Vorty  Tears  ^^OfTcfDon, 
lirom  fecuring  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Houfe  of 
Omn,  that  Jehu,  by  (E^prcf^  CommifGon  from  God, 
deliroyed  that,  whole  Houfe  and  Kindred  Qj). 

In  this  Place,  we  read,  in  that  vaftly  populous 
Kingdom  of  Jfrael  (which,  in  Jeroboam's  time,  could 
aiford  an  Army  of  Eight  HundredTljrjvfand  Fighting 
Men  at  onrej  that  the  CI)lll"Cl)  of  OfOD  confifted  but 
of  ^tbtn  'QTljoufanD  ^oul0,  who  had  not  complicD 
toitlj  tl)e  p^tiailtnj  Sniquitp  of  tlie  ^imc0,  indu- 
ing all  the  Knees  which  had  not  bowed  unto  Baal,  and 
every  Mouth  which  had  not  hjfed  him  (c).  Such  an  In- 
finite Difproportion  was  there  betwixt  the  ;©jtl)0t)0jc 
and  the  ^cljifniatif!JS!  in  thofe  Days  !  And  when  Je- 
rhoram  went  down  (with  the  King  of  Edom)  to  Elipa, 
the  Prophet  faid  unto  him,  li^at  have  J  to  do  with 
Thee  ?  Get  thee  to  the  Prophets  of  thy  Father,  and  to  the 

Prophets  of  thy  Mother  • (meaning  the  Jfalfc  ^?0=» 

J)i)Ct2f,  who  hardned  him  in  his  j&cllifm,  and  coun- 
itenanced  him  in  his  3St)0latrp)  ^  declaring  to  him, 
u4s  the  Lord  of  Hofts  liveth,  before  whom  I fland,Jurely, 
were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  Pre  fence  of  Jehofophat, 
the  King  of  Judah,  I  would  not  lOOlJ  tOtoarD  t\)Zt,  \\0% 
fee  tldee.  So  much  was  the  Refped,  which  the  Pro- 
phet paid  to  a  ilaVoful  anD  ^?tllODOt  Prince,  diffe- 
rent from  his  Behaviour  to  a  ^cl)ifmaticlc  and  (BfUl> 

P  2  This 


(a)  Numb,  xxvii.  8.        ((')  2  Kin,  14.        (f)  \  Kin.  xi'x.  i%' 
(4)  2  Kin.  ii:,  13. 
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Tliis  Jehoram  was  llain  by  Jehu,  who  reigned  m 
his  Stead  (^)  ;  And  yet  JePju  himfelf  being  an  '^M^ 
later,  iliews,  that  his  SDomiUiOU  vvas  not  fountieD 
in  (Sjacc  However,  hehaviag  fulfilled  the  cxprefs 
Commandment  of  the  Lord,  his  Family  held  the  Pof- 
fclfion  of  the  Sovere'^n  Power  above  One  Hundred Xearx 
('by  the  Promife  of  the  Lo/d)  to  the  Fourth  Ge- 
neration. 

Yet,  no  fboner  was  the  prefcribed  Term  expi- 
red, but  Shallum  deftroyM  the  Pofterity  of  Jehu  {h)  : 
And  having  ufurfd  the  Throne  one  Month,  was 
deftroyed  by  Menahem  his  SuccelTor  (cj.  And  Me^ 
mhem  dying,  his  Son  Pckahiah  was  deftroyed  by 
Pekah  (d)  :  And  he  by  Hofea  (e)  ^  who  continued 
the  Vfurfation  till  they  were  all  together  led  into 
Captivity  by  Shalmanezar,  King  of  lAffyria  (/),  and 
never  were  heard  of  more  as  a  Kingd  m  or 
People  -^  all  thofe  that  we  meet  withal  no  vv  in  the 
World  being  the  Poftericy  of  the  Loyal  Tribe  of 
Judah. 

However,  tiio'  the  Succeffion  of  fprael  was  not  lb 
jegularly  maintained,  as  it  was  in  Judah,  by  a  conti- 
nu'd  Chain  of  Hereditary  Defcent :  Yet,  even  here  too, 
whoever  obtained  the  Crown,  and  left  it  in  Peace, 
was  always pKceedcd  by  his  Son,  or  other  ^EJCt  l^cir, 
according  to  the  Law  of  N.ature.  Such  was  the 
uninterrupted  Succejfion  of  Jeroboam  and  Nadah  (his 
Sonj  ^  of Baajlm  and  Fla  (his  Son)-,  of  Omri  an(j| 
jihah,  Ahaz.iah  and  Jehoram  (his  Son  and  two  Grand- 
Ibns)  ',  of  Jehu  and  Jehoahaz,,  Joa^),  Jeroboam  and  Za- 
chariah  (his  Son,  Grandfon,  Great  Grandlbn,  and 
Great  Great  Grandfonj  ^  and  of  Menahem  andPf- 
kahiah  (his  Sonj  •,  as  more  fully  appears  in  the  fore- 
going Hiftory.    And,   of  all  the  EetioItitionjS  a- 

mong 


(a)  2  Kin.A;.  2p,  30.    (i?)  2  Kin.  a;t;,  10.     (c)  — 14.      (^)— 
:y.    (v— .30.    (/;  ,    xvi,6. 
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mong  them,  none  are  juftified  except  th-^to^Jchu 
only  :  Nor  that  any  otherwile  than  for  that  he  had 
an  cjpufjS  vEliarrant  fzom  X\)t  ilo^t),  tor  what  he  did, 
and  was  ^inifcU  ft  iaing  (^),  before  he  made  any 
Attempt  upon  his  Majrer.  Aud,  as  for  the  reit, 
tho'  Gud  Almighty  doth  oftentimes  raife  up  (or  ra- 
ther permit^  certain  Rebels  to  be  his  Jnflruments  of 
Wrath,  to  puniih  Irregular  Princes  fas  it  is  his  foie 
Prerogative  to  do,  he  not  being  bound  to  thofe 
Laws  which  he  preicribeth  to  others)  ;  Yet,  un- 
lets they  have  an  Exprefs  Warrant  from  him,  as  Jehv, 
had,  diey  are  but  Ktbclsl  ftill.  And  therefore,  it 
follows,  fas  an  Author  before  quoted  well  obferves) 
that  "  it  is  ^rcafon  for  any  Suhjc[ls,  upon  the 
"  CptCtOUg  |0;EtCHCC  of  Executing  God's  Decree  and 
*'  Vengeance,  to  raife  War,  make  Sedition,  to  JI>tp8fc 
and  feill  their  llatofnl  ^?inct  ''(b)  ! 

THUS  have  I  gone  through  the  whole  Hifto- 
ry  of  the  Kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  with  due  Care 
and  Impartiality  :  And  now  (though  I  am  not  o- 
bliged  to  it  by  my  prefent  "Undertaking)  I  fliall 
juft  caft  my  Eye  abroad  in  the  World  ^  where- 
in, that  the  tame  Regard  was  had  to  this  Mere' 
slitdiy  Defcent,  by  ^lOximitf  of  tBlOOD,  even  urn- 
verfaUy  among  the  Nations  alio,  we  may  gather,  from 
thele  few  Evidences  following. 

When  Abimelech,  King  of  Gcrarr,  defired  Abm- 
ham  to  enter  into   Covenant  with  him.  Swear  unto 

rne  (lays  he)  that  thou  vrilt  not  dralfalfely  mth 

me  nor  with  ITip  j^OH,  nor  with  my  j&Olf  g  <j  OIT  (c)* 

That  the  Kingdom  of  Pharaoh  in  Egypt,  was  He- 
redita)y,  we  find,  where  we  read,  that  the  Lord 
fmote  all  the  Fir(hhor77,  '  ■  -from  the  jf itft-bo^n  of 
Pharaoh,   that  fat  on  the  Throne,  (d)  &c.  or  (as  it 

is 


(<*)  Kin. /.Y.6.    (lf)JcxM\CT'tPrero£ofPfiffi9^en.^.-^$.    (c)  Ge- 
nefxxi.  33,     {a)   Lxod.  xii.  39. 
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is  in  forae  Tranflations)  that  tDSSl  to  Ct  on  hisThrone  : 
And  ajijain,  where  it  is  faid,  in  the  Per  Ton  of  Pha- 
raoh, I  am  tljc  ^nn  of  tijc  Qncicnt  llungjE!  (a).  To 
which  we  may  add,  what  is  well  oblerved  by  our 
Judicious  Countryman,  to  put  the  Matter  out  of  all 
Coiitroverly.  "  The  Cruwn  Royal  (Tays  he)  al^apiS 
"  palled  by  Dtftcnt,  and  not  by  EleElion :  Which 
*'  (befides  Confe>!t  of  Authors)  the  Scriptures  alio 
^'  prove.  For,  whereas  Jofeph  bought  all  the  Land 
*■  of  Egypt /or  Pharaoh,  if  the  Crown  had  palfed 
*'  by  Ele^lon,  then  fhould  Pharaoh's  Children  here- 
*'  by  either  have  been  enthrall'd,  among  the  reft 
*'  of  the  People,  to  the  next  SuccelTor,  or,  en- 
*'  joying  their  Father  s  Land,  tho'  not  his  Eftate  (or 
*'  Royal  Dignity),  have  been  more  mighty  than 
*'  the  King,  as  Landlords  of  all  Egypt 3  and  the  King 
''  himfelf  their  Tenant "  {b). 

When  Nahafli,  the  King  of  the  Children  of  Am- 
nion, died,  PJanun  \)\$  &on,  reigned  in  his  Stead  (c). 

In  the  Anlwer,  which  the  King  of  Tyre  return'd 
to  Solomons  Meffage,  he  tells  him,  he  has  feat  him 
Workmen  of  Huram  i;igj  jfatljet  (d^  ^  which  fhews, 
that  he  was  his  Father  s  Heir  in  that  Kingdom. 

When  the  King  of  Moah  facrificed  his  Eldeft 
Son,  it  is  written,  that  he  took  his  ClDctt  ^OH  that 

fl^eu  t)  liatr  rcignct)  in  1)I0  (teat)  (0,  or  (as  Jojephus 
exprelTes  it)  who  ougl)t  in  rijl^t  to  fuccttt)  him  in 
the  Kingdom  (f)- 

By  Beljljaz.zars  inheriting  his  Father  (g),  Kebu- 
chadnezzar'j  Kingdom,  we  may  perceive  it  was  the 
Rule  in  thofe  Countries. 

From  which  Hints  (^and  feveral  others  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures'),  we  may  conclude  the  General  Ex- 
tent 


{n)  Ifa.  r/x.  II.  (b)  RaleIgh,/o/.  203.  (c)  2Sam..v,  i. 
I  Chvo  xix.  I.  {d)  aChro.  ii.  ly.  (e)  2  Kin.  Hi  27.  (/)  ^n« 
//-J.  Jud.  I,  ix.  c.  i.     {s)  Dan.  v.i. 
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tent  of  the  Law  of  Nature  amonG;ft  all  Nations  ' 
But  as  that  may  be  more  amply  made  appear  from 
other  Authors,  this  may  fuffice  here. 

A  S  T  O  the  Cafars,  (or  Roman  Emperours)  that  is, 
the  i^ijljer  PoUlCtg,  to  whom  our  BlejJ'ed  Saviour 
and  his  j4poflles,  hzve  taught  us  to  fuhm it  our  felves, 
their  particular  Titles  are  not  to  be  afcertained 
from  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  But  as  it  is  very  proper, 
to  know  Ibmewhat  thereof,  for  the  better  under- 
ilanding  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  that  Duty  of 
fettb,e(tion,  the  following  Extract  has  been  made, 
with  all  due  Brevity,  fnom.  Authors  of  Undoubted 
Credit. 

But,  to  obviate  all  OhjeEhions^  as  if  (according  to 
the  foregoing  Hlflory)  in  order  to  entitle  thefe  Ro- 
man  Emperours  to  tlie  Obed.enc-e  of  their  SubjeEhs,  for 
Confcitnce  fake,  I  ought  firft  to  prove  every  one  of 
them  to  have  had  a  ftrict  ^^crcDitatp  Uigbt  to  the 
Throne,  I  find  it  neceffary  to  premife,  That,  tho' 
"  Conqutft,  in  it  felf,  is  but  a  falle  Glofs,  put  on 
"  the  worft  and  blackeft  of  Crimes,  Injuftice,  Rob- 
"  bery,  and  Cruelty  {aT^  and  therefore  can  give 
ro  Prince  any  better  Title  to  a  Crovrn,  than  an  High^ 
way-ma-'t  has  to  any  Purfe  he  can  catch  :  Yet,  'tis  a- 
greed,  by  all  Cafuiftsy  That  ^ottJEr,  howfoever  un-^ 
lawfully  obtained,  may  be  Legitimated,  and  com- 
mence autbontp,  either,  by  "(£^prcfS  IRtbtlation 
from  God  Almighty f  as  that  of  Saulj  David,  and  5o- 
limton  did,  or  by  the  utter  CErtinttioll  and  Failure  of 
allthofe  who  have  a  prior  Right,  like  that  oi"  Aha* 
zJahy  abovementioned  (b),  or  elfe  by  the  ^ub=» 
mifflon,  and  Difdaimer  of  him  to  whom  the  Crown 
o^ Right  belongs:  In  any  of  which  Cafes,  'tis  a- 
greed,  the  ^^ofTcffoj  becomes  duly  Author iz.ed,    and 

entitled 


(»)  Bura^cV  S:rn.  31  D::cti.  170^.      (/•)  P.jjr  84, 
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emitted  to  the  ^//^„w„„  „f  j,;,  s„!,j,a,    by  whiC 
Mea^sioevevhe  became f#i?  of  theP.^^.  L" „r' 
he  then  requires  nothing  if  them     but  wL,       • 
their  own  Power,  and  they  are  at  Libe  tv  ,V'  '" 
h.m    without  doing  mj^  to  any    S  P   P 

c^S>^A  '"  '°"S    as  there  are  any  Vrs 

r.J^T"^  ?  uPP'y.  *■' '°  ''''^  Cafe  before  us.  It  is 
no  demec  hut  that  upon  our  .WW.'s  appearing, 
mthe  Fleih,  rheSccp,re  ..^sdep.ncd  from  ,udah,  and 
the  .)ewsxve,e  become  Subjefts  to  the  Ro^a>,  bv 
the  Ded.t.on  or  Suhn,ffio„  of  Hyrca.u,  B^lZ 
Controverfy  ,s,  r,kther  rfe.  Emperours  the„rei.„:^r 
^to  whom  the  aiyVaw  was  commanded  in  the'eof: 
pel)  were  iLatoful  £«?«„«„  .  Or  r^hether  the  SMcaL 
Ktre  due  to  them  as  to  the  f  DtotrS  f02   the  'iEimE  fll' 

fe;?!- '^i^^^f  '^^ '"  *  ^^i"? " "" 

This  being  the^z^^/?/,;;,   we  muft  obferve    That 

was  born  .    and  therefore  we  muft  enquire  into  his 

cm?  and  jptero  ;  who  are  all  that  come  \vithin  the 
^^f /y ^  '^^'  Controverfy.  And  all  thefe  were 
IT^^^:^^^''^  "  in  the  following  £..^  will 

rJl^'^T  to  infift  here  upon  the  ^^^^.,  of  ^r../- 
J  ni  '  ^Y^^ich  i^^^eed  was  by  Kcttftins  ^nd  Eebel^ 
imr  agamft  their  &^,,  as  ^// other  popular  States 

was  vefted  m  the  ^^cnate  of  Rome,  as  V^^-^/^^. 
of  the  Teazle  :  And  that,  withoutany  Claim  or  P.^- 
rnZ    ^^'  ^'^  ^'-^  their  &..,  or  any  other  Ccmpetiricn 

our  Ar  ,/  '  ^r^^^"'^''  ^^^^^  fame  manner,  as 
our  Neighbours  the  SDlltc]),  have  been,  ever  fmce 
tiie  kw.s  of  Spam  drop'd  their  Claim  of  Scveyeig^ty 


over 
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over  them.  I  fay,  the  Sufreme  Tower  was  thus  law 
fully  m  the  Senate^  without  any  Competition^  when 
JULIUS  CjES'AR,  having  overcome  Pompcy,  made 
himieU  Abfolute  Afafler  ot  the  Liberties  o^  £cme  : 
But  the  Senate  and  People,  who  before  had  it  in  their 
own  Hands,  having  immediately  made  him  a 
Compliment  thereof  for  his  Life,  that  Ad  of  theirs 
gave  him  a  good  J^iaht  arid  Jluthority  to  what  he  hnd 
before  m  his  Power  ;  fo  that  he  was  undoubtedly 
their  Jlatoftl]  ^Obcrcignfrom  thencefor wards,  with- 
out any  Competition,  fo  long  as  he  liv'd,  and  wasa- 
bey  d  by  them  as  iuch.  Mor  was  that  all.  "^or  he 
was  received  with  the  greateft  Joy  imaginable,  and 
invefted  with  fuch  Honours  and  Power,  as  they  had 
never  before  conferred  on  any.  In  fliort,  they  made 
ihim  all  that  was  Great,  and  never  thought  they  had 
enough  to  bcflow  upon  him  •  till  he,  beginning  to  Ex^ 
\ercije  the  Power  they  had  given  him,  was  AilajTma- 

i^«  Lt"^  ^i^  ^^^'^^^  ^°^^^->  ""^^^  Pretence  of  the 
i^ablicK  (15001),  and  reftorlng  the  ilitcrtp  of  rlie 
Subject  i  and  that  too,  by  a  Sett  of  Confpirators, 
jwho  were  all  under  tlie  greateft  JDcrConal  £DblU 
|gat(on0  to  him. 

ice  S"^  '\Pnblick  Good,  Reformation  of^^z^,^^,  an^ 
<c  n  /"^^  Religion,  are  ever  pretended,  andascon- 
^^  Itantly  invaded,  in  the  Courfe  of  fuch  Proceed- 

u  c'^^'  ^'-'^  '''^  ^^^>  ^^^  Well-meaning,  that  for  the 
Sake  of  thefe  were  drawn  in  to  affift,  find  them- 
felves  cheated  out  of  them  all  (a)  '\  Thus  th^ 
Feople  loon  finding  themfelves  diiappointed  of  the 
Advantages  which  the  Confpirators  had  flatter'd 
them  withal,  began  to  Mutiny,  and  burn  their 
|HouIes  (as  they  defer'v'd)  •  which  gave  igDctabiujJ 
auSUftlls  a  fair  Opportunity  to  ingratiate  him^ 
lelr  with  the  Senate    and   People,    by  ^purfuing  the 
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ScgidDC^  to  Death.  After  which,  and  his  Victory 
over  his  Competitors,  he  fo  wrought  upon  the  Senate^ 
that  they  belbught  him  earneftly  to  take  the  <lEm= 
pirt  upon  !)imfcU  alonCv  Whereby  all  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Se}jate  and  People  being  freely  and  vo- 
luntarily transferred  and  conftrni'd  to  Auguftus,  by 
tljtir  Oton  ^Ct,  the  imperial  Power  thenceforwards 
became  a  ilcgal  Conftltutiou,  and  was  indeed 
'(Iljorougfjlj?  fcttUD  and  eftabliilied  in  him  ;  as  is 
acknowledg'd,  by  Dr.  StilUngfleet  (4),  as  well  as 
by  all  other  Writers.  Nay,  and  fb  forward  were 
they,  in  invefting  him  with  the  Supreme  Tower,  that 
(as  the  fame  Learned  Author  (h)  obferves  from 
Bioj  they  offer'd  to  bind  their  OTcjianct  to  him 
by  £Dat1)^  .•  which  however  he  wifely  refufed,  for 
this  Reafon  ^  "  He  confidered  well,  that  if  they 
"  %2Lve  thoir:  free  Confem,  they  would  do  what  they 
*'  promifed  without  Smaring,  and  if  they  did  not, 

*'  all  tl)c  Datl;^  in  ttic  Mo^lt)  tooulV  not  malfct 

Thus  was  he  confefTedly  a  ilatoful  ^obtrei^lT, 
in  Obedience  to  whofe  Decree,  Jofeph  and  Mary 
(then  big  with  Child)  went  up  to  Jerufakm,  to  he 
Taxed  (c);  and  in  whole  Time  our  Bleffed  Saviour 
chofe  to  appear  in  the  Flefh. 

Auguflus  dying,  'EtbetiUS  (whom  he  ha  adop-. 
fed,  and  made  his  Parmer  in  the  Empire)  was 
left  with  the  Power  in  his  hand,  and  without  any 
Rival,  (no  PjEtentlcr  appearing  to  put  in  a  Claim 
againft  him) :  So  that  "  Romcc  ruerc  in  Servitium 
"  Confutes,  Patres,  Equites  (d)  ".  The  Romans,  of  all 
Degrees,  crowded,  to  f-itw  their  Porwardnefs  to  Subject 
themfehes  to  him.  And,  after  many  earneft  Entrea- 
ties on  the  W  part,  and  feigned  Refufals  on  the 

other^ 
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tt  IttltC,  pretending  to,  or  claiminc;  the  Throne,  a- 
gainft  thole  that  were  only  U  Jfado  in  Pojftjfion  o{ 
it.  And  therefore,  to  me,  it  is  nothing  ftrange, 
that  St.  Vaul  Ihould  Appeal  from  an  Inferior  Magi- 
firate^  to  CitSAR  himfelf  (^j,  who  wastheliatOs 
fill  Supreme  Power  \  and  to  whom  he  had  com- 
manded  tbCtp  feOlll  tO  bC  fUbjCtt  fO?  ConfciCIlCe 
fake  (b).  Tho'  when  we  confider  the  perfbnal 
Qualiiications  of  that  C^far,  even  Nero,  a  Monfter 
of  a  Man,  it  ihould  convince  us,  that  in  the  u4po- 
flWs  Judgment,  when  he  appealed  to  him,  S5oml= 
ni'ou  toais  not  fountiet)  in  (B^act. 

Nor  des  it  appear,  how  he  would  have  behav'd 
himfelf  towards  an  Hlflirper  (with  regard  to  the 
Rights  of  the  Lawful  Prince^,  had  he  been  under  one  ; 
unlefs  we  may  guefs  (  as  I  think  we  may  ) 
from  the  Word  by  which  the  Holy  Ghofi  infpir'd 
him  to  exprels  and  diftinguifli  the  t^igljct  ^otocrs, 
to  whom  he  commanded  our  Subjection.  For  <«t 
E50t:^iai  (which  he  there  and  every  where  elfe 
makes  Choice  of,  for  that  Purpofe)  being  derived 
from  i^tsj  licet  (which  fignihes  to  be  ilatoful), 
does  always,  and  only,  denote  3la\l]ful  J^Stocrsl : 
Whereas  ATNAMEI2,  from  AVrtuct/,  pojfum  (which 
ilgniftes  to  be  01)U)  would  have,  in  General,  denoted 
any  kind  ot  Power,  which  a  Man  was  able  to  get  in- 
to  his  Hands .,  if  the  ApoflWs  Meaning  had  not 
been  particular,  as  well  as  his  Expreilion.  And  it 
would  be  a  Blafphemous  Prefumption  to  imagine. 
That  the  Holy  Chofl  (by  whole  Inlpiration  thofe 
Holy  Books  were  written^  fhould  not  ule  a  H'^ord 
proper  for  his  own  PAeaning. 

Here  1  might  have  further  purfu'd  the  Inquiry, 
whether  the  Chrijlian  Doctrine  hath  made  any  Al- 
teration   in  the  Rights    of  Kings    and    Duty    of 
Subje^s  j  or  whether  th^t  gives  uuy  greater  Encou- 
ragement 
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ragement  to   FaGiion  and  Sedition,  than  the  L^ 
did,  under  th^   old  Mask  of  Religion  aiid  Liberty. 
''  But  it  is  fo  far  from  it,  that,   what  God  then 
*'  declared  to  be  difpleafmg  to  him,  by  fuch  re- 
"  markabie  Jud'zments  (as   are  herein  before  re- 
"  lared),  hath  been  now  more  fully  manifefted  by 
"  frequent  P/vcepts  and  vehement  Exhortations,  by 
*'  the  moft  weighty  Argumetits,  and    the  conltaut 
*'  TraEtice  of  the  fir  ft  and  the  beft  of  Cbrifiians,  and 
"  by   the    black    Charader ,    which    is  fet    npoa 
"  thole  5  who   under  a  Pretence  of  Chrifiian  Liber- 
*'  fV,     did  deffije  Dominiany    and  fpeak  evil  of  Dtgni" 
'*"  tus,  and  tblbw  Corah  in  his  Rebellion  (^)  ^   how- 
*'  ever   tliey  may  pleafe    themfelves  with  greater 
"  Light  than  former  Ages  had,  in  this  Matter,  they 
*'  are  faid  to  be  fuch,  for  whom  is  referved   the 
*^  Blacinefs  o[  Darhiefs  for  ever  (by  I 

Thus  iiave  I  faithfully  perform'd  what  I  pro- 
mifed  at  the  Begijinino;  •,  And  if  any  thing  here- 
in is  of  Ufe  toward  fettling  the  Minds  of  my 
JReaders,  in  Matters  of  fo  great  and  univerfal  Con- 
cern, 1  ha/e  my  End,  and  fliall  add  no  more  but 
this  Declaration  y  That  /  ain  as  free  from  Prejud.ee  as 
any  J^an  living,  and  therefore  Jhall  readily  acknowledge 
and  corred;  any  Afijlakes  -er  Overfghts  I  may  have 
■happened  to  he  guilty  of,  in  this  iliorc  Hiftory,  ufon  due 
\Natice  and  ConviUion  thereof ,  and-he  thankful  for  envybeti 
ter  Information. 
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